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NOTE from the Editor: My last day at MLAC is today. If you have any questions about the e-
newsletter, or if you would like to submit content to the the next issue, please contact Tom Brant at 
tbrant@mlac.org or 617-391-5627. Thank you! - Brianne Miers, MLAC Communications Director 
 
CORRECTION: An earlier version of this newsletter incorrectly stated that MVNS has been awarded a 
Technology Initiative Grant from the Legal Services Corporation. MVNS is applying for the grant but 
has not received it. 

  

    

MLAC  

MLAC Board of Directors Adopts Strategic Plan 
On March 29, the Board of Directors adopted a new Strategic Plan, which can be found here. The 
three-phase plan contains 11 goals in the categories of Financial Planning and Resource 
Development, Service Delivery Quality and Impact, Staff Leadership Transitions and Development, 
and Board Leadership Development. It was developed over the course of two years by a Strategic 
Planning Committee chaired by Board member Martha Koster. Fellow Board members Maria 
Matos, Judith Martinez and Rahsaan Hall worked with MLAC Executive Director Lonnie Powers 
and staff members Pat Swansey and Janne Hellgren. Past members included Board member Bob 
Foster, who chaired the committee before being elevated to the bench, and Pattye Comfort, former 
director of the Equal Justice Coalition and now executive director of the Women's Bar Association. 
The effort was ably coordinated by consultant Bob Greene. MLAC is grateful to everyone who 
touched the Plan in some way, including MLAC Board and staff, Project Directors, client members 
of Program Boards, and members of the Access to Justice Commission. Staff is now working on 
implementation plans. 
 
MLAC Applies for National Mortgage Settlement Funds 
MLAC has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts Attorney General for her HomeCorps 
Borrower Representation Initiative. The Initiative is funded from the $44.5 million Massachusetts 
was awarded from the National Mortgage Settlement and will be used for relief for distressed 
homeowners and others with foreclosure-related issues. The MLAC proposal, co-administered with 
the National Consumer Law Center, asks for more than $6 million to fund a highly coordinated 
statewide program to help financially distressed homeowners and tenants avoid foreclosure and the 
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loss of their homes. MLAC will act as the fiscal agent for the Initiative, which includes exercising 
appropriate oversight, implementing fiscal controls and carrying out all reporting. To lead the 
HomeCorps Initiative, MLAC will contract with NCLC, which will oversee and manage the Initiative 
and coordinate the activities of attorneys placed in different legal services offices and programs 
around the state, as well as serve as the primary liaison with the Office of the Attorney General. 
 
Legal Aid Loses a Champion 
John Brooks, 98, an attorney and champion of legal aid, died on April 15. Here is a statement from 
Lonnie Powers: "His 98 and a half years were filled with the joy of life and a dedication to others. 
For those who didn't know him, he was a long-time leader in both the Massachusetts and national 
legal aid communities. Among other contributions, he was a long-term member of the Boston Legal 
Aid Society (BLAS) Board of Directors and helped lead the merger of BLAS and the Boston Legal 
Aid Program, which led to the creation of Greater Boston Legal Services. He also served as 
president of the Boston Bar Association and the National Legal Aid and Defender Association, 
member of the Board of Directors of the Legal Services Corporation, and as one of the longest 
serving members of the Board of the National Consumer Law Center. Furthermore, he and his 
much-beloved late wife were among the founders of the Legal Advocacy and Resource Center. 
John will also always be remembered for his quiet intelligence, political skills, good humor and 
gentle kindness." Read the Boston Herald article on John here. 
 
SJC Approves Pro Hac Vice Fee 
The Supreme Judicial Court adopted a new Rule 3:15, establishing a fee for admission pro hac 
vice, which takes effect September 4. The Access to Justice Commission proposed the rule to the 
Court in February. The final rule provides that a lawyer admitted to practice in another jurisdiction, 
but not in Massachusetts, shall pay a $301 registration fee to the Board of Bar Overseers for 
permission to practice in Superior Court, the Land Court or any appellate court. The fee for 
registration in a case in the other departments of the Trial Court is only $101. Once the fee is paid, 
a Massachusetts lawyer moves the admission of the unadmitted lawyer. The fees will be given to 
the IOLTA Committee for distribution to legal aid programs.   
 
SJC Names MLAC Representatives to IOLTA Committee 
The Supreme Judicial Court appointed Tim Linnehan and Doug Salvesen to the IOLTA Committee 
as MLAC representatives. Tim's term expires on January 1, 2015, and Doug's on January 1, 2014. 
  
MLAC Releases 2011 Annual Report 
Click here to download the report.  
 
Call for News: The Spring Issue of the Unbeatable Advocate The next issue of the client 
newsletter, the Unbeatable Advocate, will be produced in May 2012. If you have any story ideas, 
please contact the newsletter team at advocate@mlac.org. 
 
Save the Date for the MLAC Annual Meeting  
The MLAC Annual Meeting & Reception will be held May 24 from 5 to 7 p.m. (following the 3 to 5 
p.m. board meeting) at Bingham McCutchen (One Federal, Boston). Dean Emily Spieler of 
Northeastern University School of Law will be the featured speaker. View the Save the Date here. 

Farewell to Brianne Miers  
MLAC bids a fond farewell to Communications Director Brianne Miers, who is leaving MLAC today 
to join the Boston public affairs firm Solomon McCown. In addition to overseeing and implementing 
MLAC's communications strategy, including the outreach efforts of the Equal Justice Coalition, 
Brianne also helped many programs develop their communications and fundraising capabilities. 
Though everyone at MLAC will miss Brianne, we wish her the best of luck in her new position.  
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Equal Justice Coalition 

House Ways & Means Recommends $11 Million for Civil Legal Aid  
The House Ways and Means budget was presented on April 11 and included $11 million in the 
MLAC line item (0321-1600). While we appreciate the $500,000 increase over the FY2012 budget, 
without a further increase, additional lay-offs and reduced services are inevitable. Rep. Ruth Balser 
agreed to offer an Amendment (#558) to increase the MLAC line to $13 million. 33 representatives 
joined her in signing the amendment, and more have signed since it was filed on April 13. Both 
MLAC and the EJC sent letters to all members of the House asking them to call Speaker DeLeo 
and Chairman Dempsey of the House Ways and Means Committee to urge their support for 
Amendment 558. Other civil legal services supporters were also urged to call their legislators at this 
critical time. The House vote on its proposed budget should take place before the end of April, and 
then it's on to the Senate.  

Diversity Coalition & Retention Task Force 

The Retention Task Force Releases Recommendations 
For nearly two years, the Retention Task Force has examined the disproportionate impact of the 
economic downturn on attorneys of color in the civil legal aid system. It has now completed its 
charge. The final report and its recommendations can be found here. According to Jacqui Bowman, 
who legd the Task Force writing committee, "The importance of diversity and inclusion is a theme 
woven throughout this document." Joyce Allen-Beckford, director of the Diversity Coalition, will 
collaborate with Program Directors to implement the recommendations. Please contact Joyce if you 
have any questions. 

Advocate Profile 

Meet Michael Morelli, Community Legal Aid 
Mike is a second-year member of The Massachusetts Legal Assistance for Self-Sufficiency 
Program working out of Community Legal Aid's Pittsfield office. Click here to learn more about how 
he's helping his low-income clients get the critical benefits they had previously been denied.  

People 

GBLS Employment Law Unit Attorney Sherley Cruz has been selected as an honoree for the Up 
and Coming award by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly and the Massachusetts Bar Association. It 
will be presented on May 10 at the Excellence in the Law annual celebration, which honors 
outstanding individuals and their contributions to the legal profession.  
  
GBLS former Executive Director Bob Sable has been selected to receive a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild at the 2012 Guild Gala on 
May 11. Also, in March Bob joined the Consumer Rights and Elder, Health and Disability Units as a 
volunteer attorney, helping staff with bankruptcy matters for their clients who need this assistance. 
 
Michelle DuBois, development director at South Coastal Counties Legal Services has been named 
by the Brockton Women's Commission as one of four "women of the year." Michelle, a member of 
the Brockton City Council, was nominated by a constituent for her work on the Council and her 
efforts to stop a gas fired power plant from being sited in Brockton. 
 
Pat Rae recently retired from the Center for Public Representation (CPR) after 40 years in legal 
services. He joined CPR in August 2007 from Western Massachusetts Legal Services, where he 
served as litigation director from 1992 to 2007. He will be hiking the Appalachian Trail from Georgia 
to Maine until October. 

Awards 

MVNS Selected to Apply for a TIG Grant 
Merrimack Valley-North Shore Legal Services (MVNS) has been selected to apply for a Technology 
Initiative Grant (TIG) by the Legal Services Corporation. MVNS would partner with Neighborhood 
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Legal Services to develop an innovative smart phone application to service tech savvy clients. The 
"app" would allow attorneys to communicate all aspects of a client's case including scheduling 
hearings and interviews, and allow clients to have their complete case file on hand. 

Resources 

CLE Releases Paper on Charter Schools 
During National School Choice Week this winter, the Center for Law and Education under a 
contract with the Council for Parent Attorneys and Advocates wrote an extensive brief, Charter 
Schools and Students with Disabilities: Preliminary Analysis of the Legal Issues and Concerns. The 
paper examines the extent to which students with disabilities are being served by the approximately 
5,000 publicly funded charter schools, which are predominantly, but not exclusively, located in 
urban, under-performing school districts. The paper: 1) provides a brief description of the rapid 
development of charter schools, including their purpose and intent as well as the characteristics 
that distinguish charter schools from traditional public schools; 2) describes the overriding legal 
principles and current federal statutes governing the operation of charter schools; and, 3) identifies 
an array of systemic issues and concerns that interfere with students with disabilities having 
meaningful access to charter schools that operate as part of an existing local education agency 
(LEA) and those that operate independently as their own LEA.  
 
Free Offers from NCLC 
Publications: 

 Rebuilding America: How States Can Save Millions of Homes Through Foreclosure 
Mediation  

 Broken Records: How Errors by Criminal Background Checking Companies Harm Workers 
and Businesses   

 Why Responsible Mortgage Lending Is a Fair Housing Issue   
 
E-Alerts for Elder Advocates 
Want to receive short "hot topic" consumer e-alerts for elder advocates? Sign up here.   
 
Webinars on Consumer Issues 
NCLC sponsors free webinars for advocates on a variety of consumer issues, including foreclosure 
defense and auto fraud, among others. Many webinars focus on current issues affecting older 
consumers. All webinars are archived and available for your listening pleasure. Access the archives 
and sign up to be notified of upcoming webinars here.   
 
CLSP Launches Children's Issues Series on Mass Legal Services Web site  
A new Children's Issues series has been launched on http://www.masslegalservices.org . Every 
month a new topic relating to children will be featured and an expert will be designated. Please call 
or email with your feedback, questions and suggestions on the Special Education Q&A's. If you are 
interested in becoming involved with the Children's Law Support Project (CLSP), please contact 
Tom Mela for more information, tmela@massadvocates.org, 617-357-8431 ext. 223.   
 
The Language Access Project Making Strides  
The Language Access Coalition has made great strides over the past year working on ways of 
increasing access to limited English proficient (LEP) individuals in courts, state agencies and our 
own legal service offices. MLASSP AmeriCorps Member, Moriah Nelson, is coordinating this 
statewide effort to raise awareness around the many barriers that this population faces and work on 
advocacy strategies to increase equal access to justice for LEP individuals. Stay tuned for more 
information on the Language Access Coalition's training on how to effectively use an interpreter 
scheduled for Monday, June 25. 
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Advocacy 

MAC's Advocacy Results in Transition Law   
"An Act to Promote the Successful Transition of 
Students with Disabilities to Post Secondary  
Education, Employment and Independent 
Living," was signed into law recently by Gov. 
Patrick. Massachusetts Advocates for Children 
(MAC) led parents, students, advocates, 
educators, and others in advocating for this law, 
which will allow teachers to be better prepared to 
provide students with disabilities the essential 
transition services they need to prepare for life 
after high school. The law is already being hailed 
as a national model by advocates around the 
country. 
  
"This legislative victory belongs to a lot of 
people, including students and parents who told 
their story, who collected signatures, and who 
delivered their message to policy makers in a powerful way. This legislation will help more students 
with disabilities hold jobs and be active and engaged members of the community," said House lead 
sponsor, Rep. Tom Sannicandro. 
 
US Dept. of Education Reverses Position on the Required Maintenance of Effort by All Local 
School Districts 
The Center for Law and Education (CLE) recently learned that the Dept. of Education (ED) was 
persuaded by CLE to withdraw its June 16, 2011 Letter to the Executive Director of the National 
Association of State Directors of Special Education. The Letter had interpreted the federal special 
education law to allow local school districts, which had reduced their level of special education 
funding from the prior school year maintain that reduced level, despite not having met one of the 
expressed exceptions set forth in the law. In an August letter, CLE challenged ED's interpretation 
based on the plain language of the statute and rules of statutory interpretation. In what some have 
described as a first-ever rescission of federal policy interpretation by ED, local school districts must 
once again maintain the prior year's level of financial support for special education unless they have 
met one of the express provisions of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. CLE's 
position was supported by individual members of Congress, disability organizations and grassroots 
efforts directed at Congress. Read more here. 
 
U.S. District Court Approves Settlement Over Solitary Confinement of Mentally Ill Prisoners 
Ending a five-year litigation battle over the state's practice of isolating prisoners with serious mental 
illness for up to 23 hours a day, Chief U.S. District Court Judge Mark Wolf recently approved a 
settlement that results in systemic reforms, including a mental health classification system and two 
maximum security mental health treatment units as alternatives to segregation.   
 
"The agreement, among other things, provides a reasonable process for minimizing the 
confinement of inmates with serious mental illness in segregation and for reviewing the mental 
health of inmates in segregation," wrote Wolf in his 33-page opinion issued today. "In addition, the 
agreement involves an approach to protecting mentally ill prisoners that is similar to that employed 
in recent settlements and court orders in jurisdictions."  

 

Gov. Patrick signs the transition bill into law. 

Save the Dates 

On May 4 and 5, well-known autism experts join Lesley University's Graduate Intervention Program 
for the 6th Annual Focus on Autism Spectrum Disorders Conference. 100% of conference fees will 
benefit the Autism Legal Support Center of Massachusetts Advocates for Children (MAC). 
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Please register for this informative conference here.  
 
Disability Law Center will hold its annual Award Ceremony and Silent Auction on May 10. 
 
Join MetroWest Legal Services at the 15th annual Nancy King Memorial Golf Tournament on May 
21 at Framingham Country Club.  
 
National Consumer Law Center (NCLC) is offering a free webinar on "Providing Culturally 
Competent Services to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Clients" on May 22 from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. Register here.   
  
NCLC's Mortgage Conference will take place July 17-18 in Washington, DC.  
  
On October 11 MAC will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Massachusetts landmark special 
education law at its annual celebration. 

Media Highlights 

These are just some highlights for 2012. For a full list of media coverage, visit the 
News section of MLAC's Web site.    
 
Editorial calling on the Legislature to fund MLAC at $14.5 million for FY13 (Massachusetts Lawyers 
Weekly, subscription required) 
 
Funding cuts force layoffs, closings at South Coastal Counties Legal Services (The Standard 
Times) 
 
Begging for representation (Boston Globe) 

"People Pages" 

CLICK HERE to print "People Pages," an alphabetical directory of Massachusetts Legal Services 
staff members and their contact information (NOTE: You must log in to MassLegalServices.org in 
order to access the list). You can also look up staff individually by last name using the search 
function on MassLegalServices.org. 

 

Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation 
7 Winthrop Square, 2nd Floor 

Boston, MA 02110-1245 
Phone: 617-367-8544 
http://www.mlac.org 
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