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Chap. 156. AN ACT TO VALIDATE CERTAIN ELECTIONS OF MEMBERS 
OF THE UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE AND ACTS OF 
ITS OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES AND TO AUTHOR
IZE THE UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE TO MERGE WITH 
THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The acts of the Universalist Publishing House, a cor

poration established by chapter two hundred and eighty-six of the acts 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, in electing from time to time more 
than twenty-one members, notwithstanding the provision in said chap
ter two hundred and eighty-six limiting the number of members in the 
corporation to twenty-one, are hereby validated; and the acts of the 
members, trustees, officers and directors of said corporation, both before 
and after the effective date of this act, shall not be deemed invalid by 
reason of the election and incumbency of more members than are pro
vided for in said chapter two hundred and eighty-six. , 

SECTION 2. The Universalist Publishing House is hereby authorized 
to merge with Unitarian Universalist Association, a corporation estab
lished by virtue of chapter one hundred and forty-eight of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and sixty and by virtue of chapter eight hundred and 
twenty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty of the State of 
New York. 

SECTION 3. Upon completion of the merger authorized as aforesaid, 
the Universalist Publishing House shall no longer continue as a separate 
corporation, and Unitarian Universalist Association under its existing 
corporate powers may carry on the activities heretofore carried on by 
said Universalist Publishing House as part of the publishing activities 
of said Unitarian Universalist Association. 

SECTION 4. Upon such merger becoming effective, all property of 
the Universalist Publishing House, including all bequests, devises, gifts 
and transfers of any kind heretofore and hereafter made for its benefit, 
shall be transferred to and vest in Unitarian Universalist Association 
without further act or deed, and said association shall have the same 
powers, rights and privileges with respect to the property of the Uni
versalist Publishing House and with respect to such bequests, devises, 
gifts and transfers as would have been possessed by the Unitarian Uni
versalist Association had such bequests, devises, gifts and transfers been 
made directly to it for its purposes, so far as these powers, rights and 
privileges can be constitutionally conferred by the General Court and 
without prejudice to any court proceeding, and otherwise shall have, 
with respect to such property, bequests, devises, gifts and transfers, the 
same powers, rights and privileges as would have been possessed by the 
Universalist Publishing House had such merger not been effected. 

SECTION 5. The Unitarian Universalist Association shall be deemed 
to have assumed, and shall be liable for all the liabilities and obligations 
of the Universalist Publishing House. 

SECTION 6. The merger shall not be completed: — 
(a) unless at a meeting called for the purpose the Universalist Pub

lishing House shall, by a majority vote of its members present and voting, 
have accepted sections two to eight, inclusive, of this act; and 

(b) unless after acceptance as aforesaid by the Universalist Publish
ing House, Unitarian Universalist Association shall, at a regular annual 
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meeting, also by a majority vote of its members present and voting, 
have accepted sections two to eight, inclusive, of this act. 

SECTION 7. The merger shall be complete and effective upon the 
filing with the secretary of the commonwealth of certificates signed by 
the secretary of the Universalist Publishing House and by the recording 
secretary of Unitarian Universalist Association, each of whom shall make 
affidavit setting forth detailed compliance with the provisions of section 
six. Said certificates shall be filed not later than thirty days after the 
said annual meeting of Unitarian Universalist Association. 

SECTION 8. Any question arising as to the powers, rights, privileges 
and responsibilities of Unitarian Universalist Association with respect 
to the property of the Universalist Publishing House, including all be
quests, devises, gifts and transfers of any kind heretofore and hereafter 
made to, and for the benefit of, the Universalist Publishing House, and 
also any other questions arising as to the legal effect of this act or any 
of the provisions thereof may, notwithstanding any general or specific law 
to the contrary, be initially and finalty determined by the supreme ju
dicial court upon the application of any person interested or of the at
torney general. '•" Approved February 27, 1962. 

Chap. 157. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE MANNES OF CHANGING THE 
BOUNDARY LINES BETWEEN ADJOINING TOWNS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 42 of the General Laws-is hereby amended by striking out 
section 7, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in 
place thereof the following section: •— Section 7. Proposed changes in 
the boundary lines between adjoining towns shall be submitted to each 
of the towns affected by the change for their concurrence at town meet
ings. If approved, they shall be submitted to the department of public 
works of the commonwealth' for review as to clarity, and engineering 
accuracy. Said department may recommend wording to accurately 
describe the proposed change, but may not alter the intent. The de
scription as approved by said department, shall then be submitted to 
the next regular session of the general court. If ratified and accepted by 
the general court, the person, corporation, town, county, or state de
partment initiating the change, shall, at his or its own expense, engage 
the services of a registered land surveyor to locate and define such change 
and determine the position of each angle and corner in such new bound
ary line. A plan of the change and any computations pertaining to it 
shall be submitted to said department of public works for approval as 
to accuracy. The selectmen of the contiguous towns, shall, within six 
months after passage of the legislation, place such monuments at the 
new points determined, and place such marks on them, in addition to 
initials, as the department may prescribe and in the manner required 
by section four. Monuments marking angles and corners in town bound
aries, the position of which has not been changed, shall be re-marked 
in the manner indicated by said department so as to establish a uniform 
system of designating angles and corners of town boundary lines. 

Approved February 27, 1962. 


