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Chap. 623. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 
BOARD ESTABLISHED TO REGULATE GAS FITTING IN BUILD
INGS THROUGHOUT THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 12H of chapter 25 of the 
General Laws, inserted by section 1 of chapter 737 of the acts of 1960, 
is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in 
place thereof the following sentence: —As used in this section the words 
"gas fitting" shall be construed to include the installation, alteration 
and replacement of a system beyond the gas meter outlet or regulator 
through which is conveyed or intended to be conveyed fuel gas of any 
kind for power, refrigeration, heating or illuminating purposes includ
ing the connection therewith and testing of gas fixtures, ranges, re
frigerators, stoves, water heaters, house heating boilers, and any other 
gas using appliances, and all attachments and appurtenances, and the 
maintenance in good and safe condition of said systems, and the mak
ing of necessary repairs and changes. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 25 of the General Laws is hereby further 
amended by adding after section 12H, inserted by section 1 of said chap
ter 737, the following four sections: — 

Section 121. The following words shall, as used in this section and 
sections twelve J to twelve L, inclusive, have the following meanings: — 

"Board", the board established under section twelve H. 
"Journeyman gas fitter", a person who does any work in gas fitting 

as defined in section twelve H. 
"Master gas fitter", a gas fitter who, by himself or by journeymen 

gas fitters in his employ, performs gas fitting work subject to inspection 
under the rules and regulations adopted by the board. 

Section 12J. The board shall hold examinations for the licensing for 
journeymen and master gas fitters at such times and places as it shall 
determine, but not less than once in each year. It may make such 
rules and regulations as are deemed necessary for the conduct of such 
examinations. The board shall have a seal. The board shall employ 
an examiner who shall receive as compensation not more than fifty 
dollars a day during the period of such examinations and the correction 
thereof. The examiner shall not be an employee of any utility corpora
tion which is subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred and 
sixty-four nor shall he examine any candidate who is or has been his 
employee or is or has been actively associated in business with him, 
but shall refer such candidate to the board. An applicant shall, upon 
payment of the prescribed fee, be examined by the board, and, if he 
passes such examination, shall be licensed as a journeyman gas fitter 
or master gas fitter, and shall, upon payment of the prescribed fee, re
ceive a certificate thereof from the board. Such license shall not be 
assignable or transferable and shall be valid for a period of one year 
from its date of issue, and may be renewed for a like period upon ap
plication therefor on blank forms to be furnished by the board. 

Section 12K. The fee for the original license of a master gas fitter 
shall be at the rate of ten dollars for twelve months; for any renewal 
thereof eight dollars; and for each examination' therefor five dollars. 
The fee for the original license of a journeyman gaS fitter shall be at the 
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rate of five dollars for twelve months; for any renewal thereof three 
dollars; and for each examination therefor five dollars. 

Section 12L. Except as otherwise provided herein, no person shall 
engage in the business of a master gas fitter or work as a journeyman 
gas fitter unless he is licensed by the board as such or is licensed as a 
master plumber or journeyman plumber under chapter one hundred 
and forty-two. This section shall not apply to any person who engages 
solely in installing or removing gas meters or in adjusting or servicing 
gas appliances as listed in section twelve H. Whoever violates any pro
vision of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifty 
dollars. 

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections twelve J and 
twelve K of chapter twenty-five of the General Laws, inserted by sec
tion two of this act, any individual who files an application for a license 
as a master gas fitter or journeyman gas fitter with the board established 
under section twelve H of said chapter twenty-five, hereinafter called 
the board at any time prior to the first day of January, nineteen hun
dred and sixty-three, on a form furnished by the board, containing such 
information as to his training and experience as a gas fitter as will 
satisfy the board that he has had at least five years of practical experi
ence in the trade of gas fitting, as defined in said section twelve H of said 
chapter twenty-five, and furnishes evidence that he is and is found to 
be of good moral character, and pays the appropriate original license 
fee as provided in said section twelve K, of said chapter twenty-five, 
shall, without examination, be granted and issued by the board the li
cense for which application is so made. 

Any person who, on the effective date of this act, is licensed as a 
master gas fitter or journeyman gas fitter under the provisions of sec
tion one hundred and twenty-one of chapter four hundred and seventy-
nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, and who makes 
application to the board, accompanied by the appropriate original li
cense fee, shall, without examination, be granted and issued by said 
board a license as a master gas fitter or journeyman gas fitter; pro
vided, however, that a master gas fitter's license shall not be issued to 
any applicant therefor unless he submits satisfactory evidence that he 
has at least one year's practical experience as a journeyman gas fitter. 

Any license issued under this section shall be effective January first, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-three, and shall expire on the anniversary of 
the licensee's date of birth next occurring more than twelve months after 
the date of issuance. 

All statements made on application forms filed under this section 
shall be subscribed by the applicant and shall be verified by a written 
declaration that they are made under the penalties of perjury. 

SECTION 4. All sections of chapter four hundred and seventy-nine 
of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight and all city or town 
ordinances or by-laws pertaining to the examination and licensing of 
journeymen or master gas fitters are hereby repealed or revoked. 

Approved July 5, 1962. 


