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salist Convention shall, by a majority vote of its members present and 
voting, have accepted this act; and 

(b) unless after acceptance as aforesaid by Massachusetts Univer
salist Convention, the board of trustees of Unitarian Universalist Asso
ciation (which board has been duly authorized by its members to accept 
acts of this kind) shall, at a regular or special meeting, also by a majority 
vote of said trustees present and voting, have accepted this act. 

SECTION 6. The merger shall be complete and effective upon the 
filing with the secretary of the commonwealth of certificates signed by 
the secretary, or some other officer thereunto duly authorized, of Massa
chusetts Universalist Convention and by the recording secretary, or 
some other officer thereunto duly authorized, of Unitarian Universalist 
Association, each of whom shall make affidavit setting forth detailed 
compliance with the provisions of section five. Said certificates shall be 
filed not later than ninety days after the meeting of said trustees at 
which this act is accepted by them. 

SECTION 7. Any question arising as to the powers, rights, privileges 
and responsibilities of Unitarian Universalist Association with respect 
to the property of Massachusetts Universalist Convention, including 
all bequests, devises, gifts and transfers of any kind heretofore and here
after made to, and for the benefit of, Massachusetts Universalist Con
vention, and also any other questions arising as to the legal effect of 
this act on any of the provisions thereof may, notwithstanding any 
general or specific law to the contrary, be initially and finally determined 
by the supreme judicial court upon the application of any person inter
ested or of the attorney general. 

SECTION 8. For the purpose of acceptance this act shall take effect 
upon its passage. Approved April 1, 1963. 

Chap. 206. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE APPROVAL OF PRELIMINARY 
PLANS UNDER T H E SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The third sentence of section 81S of chapter 41 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in chapter 189 of the acts of 1959, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 2, the word " tentatively ", so as to read as follows: —• 
Within sixty days after submission of a preliminary plan each board 
shall approve such preliminary plan with or without modifications sug
gested by it or agreed upon by the person submitting the plan or shall 
disapprove such preliminary plan, and, in the case of disapproval, shall 
state its reasons therefor. Approved April 1, 1968. 

Chap. 207. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE PROCEDURE IN APPEALS TO 
BOARDS OF APPEAL UNDER ZONING ORDINANCES AND 
BY-LAWS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 13 of chapter 40A of the General Laws, as 
amended by section 1 of chapter 325 of the acts of 1955, is hereby fur
ther amended by striking out the second paragraph. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 40A is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 16, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 368 of the acts of 
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1954, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 16. 
Any appeal under section thirteen shall be taken within thirty days 
from the date of the order or decision which is being appealed, by filing 
a notice of appeal, specifying the grounds thereof, with the city or town 
clerk, who shall forthwith transmit copies thereof to such officer or 
board whose order or decision is being appealed, and to the members of 
the board of appeals. Such officer or board shall forthwith transmit to 
the board of appeals all documents and papers constituting the record 
of the case in which the appeal is taken. Approved April 1, 1963. 

Chap. 208. A N ACT PROVIDING FOE THE SUBMISSION TO THE VOTERS 
OF THE TOWN OF ASHLAND OF THE QUESTION OF ESTAB
LISHING A FIRE DEPARTMENT UNDER THE CONTROL OF A 
CHIEF OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, the fol

lowing question shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used for the 
election of town officers at the annual town meeting to be held in the 
town of Ashland in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-three: — 
" Shall the town accept the provisions of sections forty-two to forty-four, 
inclusive, of chapter forty-eight of the General Laws, which provide for 
the establishment of a fire department under the control of a chief of 
the fire department?" If a majority of the votes in answer to said 
question is in the affirmative, the provisions of sections forty-two to 
forty-four, inclusive, of chapter forty-eight of the General Laws shall 
thereupon apply to and be effective in said town, but not otherwise. 

SECTION 2. The action taken by the town of Ashland at its annual 
town meeting in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-three in voting 
to accept the provisions of sections forty-two to forty-four, inclusive, 
of chapter forty-eight of the General Laws shall be as valid and effective 
as though this act had been in full force and effect at the time of the 
posting of the warrant for said meeting. Approved April 1, 1963. 

Chap. 209. AN ACT INCREASING THE PROPORTION OF THE COST OF 
CONSTRUCTING AND MAINTAINING THE SEWERAGE SYSTEM 
IN THE TOWN OF LEE "WHICH MAY BE PAID BY SAID TOWN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 7 of chapter 303 of the acts of 1945 is hereby 
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence: — The town shall, by vote, determine what pro
portion of the cost of said system or systems of sewerage and sewage 
disposal the town shall pay; provided, that it shall pay not less than 
one fourth of the whole cost. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the town 
of Lee. Approved April 1, 1963. 


