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feated candidates for the office of city councillor at the regular municipal 
election at which city councillors were elected for the term and office in 
which the vacancy occurs, who is eligible and willing to serve, received 
the highest number of votes at such election, or, if there is no such de
feated candidate eligible and willing to serve, in the case of a vacancy in 
the office of councillor-at-large, any registered voter of the city duly 
qualified to vote for the office of city councillor-at-large, and in the case 
of a vacancy in the office of ward councillor, any registered voter of the 
city duly qualified to vote for the office of city councillor from the ward 
in which the vacancy occurs. If at a regular municipal election there 
is a failure to elect a city councillor, or if a person elected city councillor 
at such election dies or resigns before taking office, the city clerk shall, 
as soon as conveniently may be after the remaining city councillors-
elect take office, notify the city council of such failure to elect, death or 
resignation; and within fifteen days after such notification, the members 
thereof shall choose, as city councillor for the unexpired term, whichever 
of the defeated candidates for the office of city councillor at such election, 
who are eligible and willing to serve, received the highest number of 
votes at such election for the office in which the vacancy occurs, or, if 
there is no such defeated candidate eligible and willing to serve, in the 
case of a vacancy in the office of councillor-at-large, any registered voter 
of the city duly qualified to vote for the office of city councillor-at-large, 
and in the case of a vacancy in the office of ward councillor, any registered 
voter of the city duly qualified to vote for the office of city councillor 
from the ward in which the vacancy occurs. If in any of the aforesaid 
events a choice is not made as hereinbefore provided within fifteen days 
after notification of the city council by the city clerk, the choice shall be 
made by the mayor, or, if there is no mayor, by the city councillor 
senior in length of service, or, if two or-more councillors have the same 
length of service, by the city councillor senior both in age and length of 
service. 

SECTON 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the reg
istered voters of the city of Westfield at the regular municipal election 
in the current year in the form of the following question which shall be 
piaced upon the official ballot to be used at said election: — "Shall an 
act passed by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-
three, entitled 'An Act providing that vacancies in the city council of the 
city of Westfield shall be filled by whichever of the defeated candidates 
for such office received the highest number of votes at the regular mu
nicipal election', be accepted?" If a majority of the votes in answer to 
said question is in the affirmative, this act shall thereupon take full 
effect, but not otherwise. Approved April 30, 1963. 

Chap. 343. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF TATJNTON TO INCREASE 
THE ANNUAL PENSION OF EDWARD F. GOREY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the city 
of Taunton is hereby authorized to increase the annual pension of 
Edward F. Gorey, a former chief of the fire department of said city, 
from three thousand thirty-six dollars and ninety-two cents to four 
thousand four dollars. Approved April SO, 1963. 


