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Chap. 386. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE REGULATION OF TAXICABS 
W I T H I N T H E CITY OF BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
In the city of Boston, no person driving or having charge of a taxicab 

shall solicit the carriage of a passenger or passengers for hire unless said 
person is licensed as a hackney carriage driver, and said taxicab is li
censed as a hackney carriage, by the police commissioner of said city. 
This act shall not be construed as prohibiting the driver of a taxicab 
licensed as such outside of said city from accepting a passenger or 
passengers for hire within said city if summoned by telephone or radio 
for the purpose. Whoever violates the provisions of this act shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars. 

Approved May IS, 1963. 

Chap. 387. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A SECOND 
ASSISTANT REGISTER OF PROBATE FOR T H E COUNTY OF 

PLYMOUTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 217 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 24, as amended by section 1 of chapter 464 of the acts of 1943, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 24- The 
judges of probate for the counties of Bristol, Essex, Norfolk, Hampden, 
Middlesex, Plymouth, Suffolk and Worcester may appoint a second 
assistant register for their respective counties, who shall hold office for 
three years unless sooner removed by the judge. They shall be subject 
to the laws relative to assistant registers. Approved May IS, 1963. 

Chap. 388. AN ACT DESIGNATING A CERTAIN BRIDGE OVER THE AMVETS 
MEMORIAL HIGHWAY I N T H E CITY OF TAUNTON AS T H E 

JAMES V. DUFFY BRIDGE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The bridge over the AMVETS Memorial Highway, known as the 
Hart Street bridge, in the East Taunton district of the city of Taunton 
shall be designated and known as the James V. Duffy Bridge, in memory 
of James V. Duffy who died while serving as the representative to the 
general court from the fourth Bristol district. A suitable marker bearing 
said designation shall be attached thereto by the department of public 
works. Approved May 13, 1968. 

Chap. 389. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT FOR CERTAIN MEDICAL 
AND HOSPITAL CARE FU R N I SH E D TO PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR 

DISABILITY ASSISTANCE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 2 of chapter 118D of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out the third sentence as appearing in section 2 of chapter 
741 of the acts of 1951 and inserting in place thereof the following sen
tence : — Upon receipt of such application, the board of public welfare 
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shall make full inquiry concerning the eligibility of the applicant and 
his need for assistance and his resources and income, if any, and in the 
event that such person is found to be eligible for such assistance, such 
assistance shall be furnished promptly retroactively to the date of appli
cation, and if any applicant required medical care or hospitalization, 
including nursing home care, payment therefor shall be made, subject 
to the rules of the department and the rules and regulations of the Secre
tary of Health, Education and Welfare, for a reasonable period, not to 
exceed thirty days, prior to the date of application on account of medical 
and hospital services actually rendered. Approved May IS, 1963. 

Chap. 39§« AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW 

RELATIVE TO MINIMUM HOUSING STANDARDS I N ACCORD

ANCE W I T H T H E RULES AND REGULATIONS OF T H E STATE 

SANITARY CODE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 5 of chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the paragraph inserted by section 1 of chap
ter 172 of the acts of 1960 and inserting in place thereof the following 
two paragraphs: — 

Said code may provide for the demolition, removal, repair or clean
ing by local boards of health of any structure which so fails to comply 
with the standards of fitness for human habitation or other regulations 
in said code as to endanger or materially impair the health or well-
being of the public. Upon a determination by the board of health, 
after examination as provided in said code, that a building, tenement, 
room, cellar, mobile dwelling place or any other structure (a) is unfit 
for human habitation, (b) is or may become a nuisance, or (c) is or may 
be a cause of sickness or home accident to the occupants or to the public, 
it may issue a written order to the owner or occupant or any of them 
thereof, requiring the owner or occupant to vacate, to put the premises 
in a clean condition, or to comply with the regulations set forth in said 
code which are not being complied with or to comply with the rules 
and regulations adopted by the board of health as being necessary for 
the particular locality. The order shall be served in the same manner 
as is provided for the service of an order by section one hundred and 
twenty-four. A copy of such order shall be served upon 'any mortgagee 
of record by sending the same by registered mail, return receipt re
quested. If the owner or occupant refuses to comply with such order, 
the board of health may cause the premises to be properly cleaned at 
the expense of the owner or occupant, remove the occupant forcibly 
and close up the premises, or it may issue a written notice to the owner 
of such building, as appearing in the current records of the assessors of 
such town, setting forth the particulars of such unfitness and requiring 
that the conditions be remedied. If the person so notified fails within 
a reasonable time to remedy the conditions thus set forth, the superior 
court on a petition in equity brought by the board of health, shall have 
jurisdiction, by injunction or otherwise, to enforce the requirements of 
the board of health. A copy of such written notice shall be.served upon 
any mortgagee of record, by sending the same by registered mail, return 
receipt requested. Premises closed up under the provisions of this sec-


