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Chap. 511. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ACCEPTANCE BY A REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE VETERANS RETIREMENT LAW, 
SO CALLED. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 59, as appearing in section 4 of chapter 728 of the 
acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 
Section 59. The words "retiring authority", as used in sections fifty-
six to sixty, inclusive, shall mean as to the commonwealth, the state 
board of retirement; as to a county, city, town, district or regional 
school district, the appropriate retirement board established under sec
tion twenty, having jurisdiction in the governmental unit in which a 
veteran was employed at the time of his retirement or death, or, if there 
is no such board in the case of a town, the selectmen; or, in the case 
of a district, the prudential committee; or, in the case of a regional 
school district, the regional district school committee. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 297 of the acts of 1961 is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 4, the words "or district" and inserting in place 
thereof the words: — district or regional school district, — and by insert
ing after the word "committee", in line 7, the words: — or by majority 
vote of the regional district school committee. 

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding the limitation contained in the first 
paragraph of section sixty of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws 
and of the limitation contained in said chapter two hundred and ninety-
seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-one, sections fifty-six 
to fifty-nine, inclusive, of said chapter thirty-two shall be in effect in 
any regional school district which accepts said sections prior to January 
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-five, by majority vote of the regional 
district school committee. Approved June 28, 1963. 

C h a p . 5 1 2 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E W A T E R R E S O U R C E S C O M M I S 

S I O N TO CONSTRUCT RESERVOIRS FOR FLOOD CONTROL 
AND OTHER PURPOSES IN THE WATERSHED OF BRADLEY 
BROOK IN THE TOWNS OF BLANDFORD AND RUSSELL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The water resources commission, hereinafter called the 
commission, in order to facilitate the performance of its duties, powers 
and obligations, is hereby authorized and directed to enter into and 
execute with the United States Department of Agriculture an agree
ment or contract, in accordance with the provisions of the Watershed 
Protection and Flood Prevention Act, for the construction of certain 
works of improvement in the watershed area of Bradley Brook in the 
towns of Blandford and Russell for the purposes of flood prevention and 
related purposes, including water resources utilization, which project 
shall be designated as the Bradley Brook Watershed Project. 

SECTION 2. The commission, acting on behalf of the commonwealth, 
may enter into agreements providing for the construction of flood pro-
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tection works including, but not limited to, the following reservoirs for 
the storage of flood waters and other water resources utilization in said 
watershed area: 

1. Reservoir on Black Brook in the town of Blandford. 
2. Reservoir on Freeland Brook in the town of Blandford. 
SECTION 3. The commission, acting for and in behalf of the common

wealth, may enter into agreements with the towns of Blandford and 
Russell for the commission to be the contracting authority to construct 
the works of improvement described in section two, provided, however, 
that the towns shall provide all lands, water rights, rights-of-way, and 
easements, public or private, necessary for accomplishing any purpose 
mentioned in this act and shall deposit funds in advance with the state 
treasurer to the credit of the commission for payment of all non-federal 
costs of the projects authorized under this act. Funds so deposited shall 
be held in a special account and expended by the commission without 
further appropriation. Any unexpended balances remaining in the spe
cial account upon the completion of the works authorized shall be re
turned to the towns in proportion to their contributions. 

SECTION 4. The agreements entered into as authorized by section 
two shall set forth the sums to be paid by the federal government on 
account of the construction of the works of improvement allocated to 
flood control or other flood retardation works, and such other sums as 
the federal government is to pay on account of other works to be in
cluded in the over-all project and authorized by said Watershed Pro
tection and Flood Prevention Act. Federal funds deposited in the 
treasury of the commonwealth shall be placed in a special account to 
the credit of the commission and shall be disbursed without further 
appropriation to pay for federal obligations provided for in the agree
ments between the United States Soil Conservation Service and the 
commission and for no other purposes. Any unexpended balances re
maining in the account upon completion of the project shall be returned 
to the federal government. 

SECTION 5. The towns of Blandford and Russell shall be responsible 
for any damages or costs incurred as a result of the acquisition of the 
lands, water rights, rights-of-way, or other easements, public or pri
vate, and the ownership of the property and rights so acquired shall 
remain in the name of the town acquiring them. 

SECTION 6. The commission or its duly authorized agents shall have 
the right to enter upon any lands for the purpose of making surveys, 
test pits and borings, and may take, or otherwise acquire, the right 
temporarily to occupy any lands necessary for the construction of any 
works or for any other purposes authorized by this act. 

SECTION 7. Upon completion, the reservoir on Black Brook shall 
be maintained and operated by the town of Russell and the reservoir 
on Freeland Brook shall be maintained and operated by the town of 
Blandford in a manner satisfactory to the commission. 

Approved June 28, 1968. 


