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Chap. 567. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A SECOND ASSISTANT CLERK FOR 
THE DISTRICT COURT OF LOWELL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out the third sentence, as most recently amended by chapter 
286 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence: — Second assistant clerks with salaries payable by the county 
may be appointed in the municipal court of the Roxbury district, the 
East Boston district court, the municipal court of the Charlestown dis
trict, the municipal court of the Dorchester district, the municipal court 
of the Brighton district, the municipal court of the West Roxbury dis
trict, the municipal court of the South Boston district, the central dis
trict court of Worcester, the district court of Newton, and, subject to the 
approval of the county commissioners, in the first district court of 
eastern Middlesex, the third district court of eastern Middlesex, the 
district court of Lowell, the first district court of Essex, the district court 
of southern Essex, the central district court of northern Essex, the dis
trict court of Springfield, the second district court of Bristol, the third 
district court of Bristol, the district court of East Norfolk, the district 
court of Somerville and the district court of Chelsea. 

Approved July 25, 1963. 

Chap. 568. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
COUNTY OF BRISTOL TO HAVE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
PREPARED FOR AN ADDITION TO THE COURT HOUSE OF THE 
THIRD DISTRICT COURT OF BRISTOL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The county commissioners of the county of Bristol are 
hereby authorized and directed to have plans and specifications pre
pared for an addition to the court house of the third district court of 
said county situated in the city of New Bedford. 

SECTION 2. For said purposes, said commissioners may expend a sum 
not exceeding three thousand dollars. Approved July 25, 1963. 

Chap. 569. AN ACT RELATIVE TO MOTIONS FOR DIRECTED VERDICTS 
IN CRIMINAL CASES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 11 of chapter 278 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 
Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end the 
following two paragraphs: — 

The court on motion of a defendant or of its own motion shall direct a 
verdict or enter a finding of not guilty of any offense charged in an 
indictment after the evidence on either side is closed, if the evidence is 
insufficient to sustain a conviction of such offense. If a defendant's 
motion for a directed verdict at the close of the evidence offered by the 
commonwealth is denied, the defendant may offer evidence without 
having reserved the right to do so. 

If a motion for a directed verdict is made at the close of all the evi
dence, the court may reserve decision on the motion, submit the case to 
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the jury and decide the motion either before the jury returns a verdict 
or after it returns a verdict of guilty or is discharged without having 
returned a verdict. If the motion is denied and the case is submitted to 
the jury, the motion may be renewed within five days after the jury is 
discharged and may include in the alternative a motion for a new trial. 
If a, verdict of guilty is returned, the court may on such motion set aside 
the verdict and order a new trial or enter a finding of not guilty. If no 
verdict is returned the court may order a new trial or enter a finding of 
not guilty. Approved July 25, 1963. 

Chap. 570. A N ACT DESIGNATING THE INTERCHANGE AT THE JUNCTION 
OP ROUTE 128 AND ROUTE 1 AS THE LT. WILLIAM J. CONDON 
INTERCHANGE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The interchange located at the junction of state highway routes 128 
and 1 in the town of Lynnfield shall be known and designated as the 
Lt. William J. Condon interchange, and not more than two suitable 
markers bearing such designation shall be erected thereat by the de
partment of public works. Approved July 25, 1963. 

Chap. 571. AN ACT PROVIDING BENEFITS FOR WIDOWS OF CERTAIN 
JUDGES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 65C of chapter 32 of the General Laws, inserted 
by section 1 of chapter 724 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amended by 
adding at the end the following two paragraphs: — 

In determining whether a judge has served in any office or offices at 
least ten years continuously and would be, for the purposes of the sec
ond or- third paragraphs of this section, entitled to a pension for life 
under section sixty-five A, the period, not exceeding one year, of his 
wartime service as defined in section twenty-one of chapter thirty-one, 
whether before or after his appointment as a judge, shall be added to 
and deemed continuous with the period of his service in any such office 
or offices. 

For the purpose of this section the word "widow" shall include any 
widow of a judge who died in office prior to July first, nineteen hundred 
and sixty. Any pension payable to the widow of such judge shall not 
exceed four thousand dollars per year. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of January first, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-three, and pensions payable to widows under the 
last paragraph of section sixty-five C of chapter thirty-two of the Gen
eral Laws, as appearing in section one, shall commence as of said date. 

Approved July 29, 1963. 


