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Chap. 584. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE COMMONWEALTH ANNUALLY 

REIMBURSE T H E TOWNS OF N E W B U R Y , W E S T N E W B U R Y , 

GEORGETOWN AND GROVELAND FOR T H E LOSS OF T A X E S 

ON CERTAIN LANDS OWNED BY T H E COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is, in part, to permit the state tax commission to de
termine forthwith the fair cash value of certain lands owned by the 
commonwealth in the towns of Newbury, West Newbury, Georgetown 
and Groveland, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 
(1) the state tax commission shall forthwith determine, as of January 
first in the current year, the fair cash value of all land owned by the 
commonwealth located in the towns of Newbury, West Newbury, 
Georgetown and Groveland under the care and control of the division 
of fisheries and game and used as a game preserve or wildlife sanctuary 
which were, at the time of their acquisition by the commonwealth, un
der the care and control of the federal government and exempt from 
local taxation, (2) not later than November first of the current year and 
not later than August first in the years nineteen hundred and sixty-
four, nineteen hundred and sixty-five and nineteen hundred and sixty-
six, the commissioner of corporations and taxation shall deliver to the 
state treasurer a statement as to the value of such lands owned by the 
commonwealth in each of said towns, and (3) not later than November 
twentieth in the current year and in the years nineteen hundred and 
sixty-four, nineteen hundred and sixty-five and nineteen hundred and 
sixty-six, the state treasurer shall reimburse each of said towns an 
amount in lieu of taxes upon the value of such land as reported to him 
by said commissioner, determined by multiplying each thousand dollars 
of valuation or fractional part thereof by the rate provided for under 
section fifty-eight of chapter sixty-three of the* General Laws. 

SECTION 2. Commencing with the year nineteen hundred and sixty-
seven, said towns shall be reimbursed annually in the manner and upon 
the conditions provided by sections thirteen to seventeen, inclusive, of 
chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 58 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 15A, inserted by section 1A of chapter 701 of the 
acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Sec
tion 15A. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of sections thirteen 
to seventeen, inclusive, land owned by the commonwealth for any of the 
purposes named in section thirteen which at the time of its acquisition 
by the commonwealth was exempt from local taxation, except land under 
the care and control of the division of fisheries and game and used as a 
game preserve or wildlife sanctuary and which was at the time of its ac
quisition by the commonwealth under the care and control of the federal 
government, shall not be included in any determination of valuation 
under sections thirteen, fourteen or fifteen or in any statement under 
section sixteen or in any reimbursement under section seventeen. 
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