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validated and confirmed to the same extent as though this act had been 
in full force and effect on the date when said warrant for said meeting 
was posted. Approved July 81, 1968. 

Chap. 590. AN ACT TO COEBECT THE SALARY GRADE AND BENEFITS OF 
AN EMPLOYEE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CORPORATIONS 
AND TAXATION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. In order to promote the public good and to correct an 
existing inequity, George Luftman, an employee of the department of 
corporations and taxation, shall, notwithstanding any contrary provi
sion of law, be deemed to have held the position of assistant chief of bureau 
in said department from October first, nineteen hundred and fifty-six to 
October twenty-second, nineteen hundred and sixty-one, inclusive, for 
any of the purposes contained in chapters thirty, thirty-one and thirty-
two of the General Laws; provided, however, that he shall first pay into 
the retirement system the amount which he would have paid into said 
system had he received the salary of assistant chief of bureau from 
October first, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, to October twenty-second, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-one, inclusive; provided, further, that he 
shall waive any claim which he may have to the difference in compensa
tion between the position of tax counsel and the position of assistant 
chief of bureau to which he would have been entitled for said period. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 2, 1963. 

Chap. 591. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT DISAPPROVAL OF A SUBDIVISION 
PLAN SHALL NOT TERMINATE T H E E X E M P T I O N S OF CERTAIN 

LAND FROM T H E APPLICABILITY OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

AND BY-LAWS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 7A of chapter 40A of the General Laws, as appearing in sec
tion 2 of chapter 435 of the acts of 1961, is hereby amended by adding 
at the end the following two sentences: — Disapproval of a plan shall 
not serve to terminate any rights which shall have accrued under the 
provisions of this section, provided an appeal from the decision disap
proving said plan is made under applicable provisions of the subdivision 
control law. Such appeal shall stay, pending an order or decree of a 
court of final jurisdiction, the applicability to land shown on said plan of 
the provisions of any zoning ordinance or by-law which became effective 
after the date of submission of the plan first submitted. 

Approved August 2, 1963. 

Chap. 592. AN ACT GRANTING THE CONSENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
TO A PETITION BY JAMES A. O'NEILL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

James A. O'Neill of Boston may, within six months after the effective 
date of this act, bring a petition against the commonwealth under the 
provisions of chapter two hundred and fifty-eight of the General Laws 
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for damages for injuries alleged to have been sustained by him on or 
about July twenty-second, nineteen hundred and sixty-one on property 
taken by the commonwealth from the city of Boston for the purpose of 
the government center, so called. If such injuries were sustained by 
reason of a defect or want of repair on such premises, and such injuries 
might have been prevented, or such defect or want of repair might have 
been remedied by reasonable care and diligence on the part of the 
commonwealth, the court shall, if the commonwealth had or, by the 
exercise of proper care and diligence, might have had reasonable notice 
of the defect or want of repair, and if the conduct of said O'Neill would 
not have barred his recovery in an action at law, find and determine his 
damages in an amount not to exceed four thousand dollars, and order 
entry of judgment therefor. Approved August 3, 1963. 

Chap. 593. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE TRANSFER OF PATIENTS 
FROM THE BRIDGEWATER STATE HOSPITAL TO A STATE 
HOSPITAL UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
MENTAL HEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is, in part, to make its provisions relative to the transfer 
of patients from the Bridgewater state hospital to a state hospital under 
the control of the department of mental health effective forthwith, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 20 of chapter 123 of the General Laws, as amended by sec
tion 5 of chapter 637 of the acts of 1955, is hereby further amended by 
adding at the end the following paragraph: — 

Upon the certification of the medical director of the Bridgewater 
state hospital that any patient who has been so transferred to said hos
pital is no longer an escape risk or dangerous to other patients or per
sonnel and is a fit subject for transfer to a state hospital, the commis
sioner of correction may request the commissioner of mental health to 
execute such a transfer and shall transmit a copy of such certification 
with such request. Within thirty days the commissioner of mental 
health shall communicate his approval or disapproval of such transfer 
request to the commissioner of correction. If the request for transfer is 
approved the commissioner of mental health shall execute the transfer. 
If the transfer request is disapproved, the commissioner of correction 
may request a hearing before any court having jurisdiction over original 
commitments under sections fifty and fifty-one. The court shall hear 
and determine whether or not the patient is a fit subject for transfer. 
If the court determines that the patient is a fit subject for transfer, it 
shall order the patient transferred. If the commissioner of mental 
health fails to approve or disapprove such request for transfer within 
the thirty-day period provided, he shall be deemed to have approved 
such transfer. All transfers which have been approved or ordered by 
any of the aforesaid procedures shall be made forthwith and to a state 
hospital to be designated by the commissioner of mental health. 

Approved August 5, 1963. 


