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remain in effect until changed by the trustees as herein provided, except 
that nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent the payment of 
annual increments in the salary schedule to which the individual shall 
by reason of length of service be entitled within the grade held by him 
on July first, nineteen hundred and sixty-three. 

SECTION 17. Nothing contained in this act shall be construed to deny 
to any employee employed prior to the effective date of this act any of 
his vested or contractual rights as. a state employee. 

SECTION 18. This act shall take effect as of July first, nineteen hun
dred and sixty-three. Approved August 12, 1963. 

Chap. 643. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SPRINGFIELD SHALL B E COMPOSED OF E I G H T MEMBERS 

ELECTED BY WARDS AND F I V E MEMBERS ELECTED AT LARGE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty of chapter 
forty-three of the General Laws, the city council of the city of Spring
field shall be composed of eight members, who shall be elected from each 
ward by and from the qualified voters of that ward, and five members, 
who shall be elected by and from the qualified voters of said city. 

At the first regular municipal election held after the acceptance of 
this act and at each biennial election thereafter, all the councillors 
whether elected at large or by wards shall be elected to serve for two 
years from the first day of January following their election and until 
their successors are qualified. 

SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted to the voters of the city of 
Springfield at the regular municipal election to be held in the current 
year in the form of the following question which shall be placed upon the 
official ballot to be used at said election: — "Shall an act passed by the 
General Court in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-three, entitled 'An 
Act providing that the city council of the city of Springfield shall be com
posed of eight members elected by wards and five members elected at 
large', be accepted?" If a majority of the votes in answer to said ques
tion is in the affirmative, this act shall thereupon take full effect, but not 
otherwise. Approved August 12, 1963. 

Chap. 644. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DURATION OF CERTAIN PRO
VISIONAL APPOINTMENTS AND TEMPORARY TRANSFERS IN 
THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to authorize forthwith the approval of certain pro
visional appointments and temporary transfers under the civil service 
laws, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 5 of chapter 743 of the acts of 1962 is hereby 
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence: — Notwithstanding the provisions of the fourth 
paragraph of section fifteen of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, 


