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Chap. 195. AN ACT PROHIBITING VOTING BY MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT 
BOARDS BY SECRET OR WRITTEN BALLOT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The third paragraph of section 23A of chapter 39 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in section 3 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1960, is hereby 
amended by adding the following sentence: — In any matter requiring 
a vote of the board, the vote shall be by voice or roll call vote, and no 
secret or written ballot shall be used. Approved March 19, 1964-

Chap. 196. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CONSOLIDATION OP THE BOSTON 
DISPENSARY, THE BOSTON FLOATING HOSPITAL AND NEW 
ENGLAND CENTER HOSPITAL UNDER THE NAME OF NEW 
ENGLAND MEDICAL CENTER HOSPITALS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Boston Dispensary, The Boston Floating Hospital, 
and New England Center Hospital, three charitable corporations or
ganized and existing under the laws of the commonwealth, are hereby 
authorized to consolidate into one charitable corporation under the 
name of New England Medical Center Hospitals, hereinafter referred 
to as the consolidated corporation, which shall in all respects be a con
tinuation of said three consolidating corporations and shall have al! 
their respective powers, privileges and exemptions, including the au
thority and powers granted said consolidating corporations by chapter 
forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty, as amended, to form an 
alliance with the Trustees of Tufts College and such other charitable 
corporations as may from time to time be mutually agreed upon, for the 
purpose of establishing, maintaining and operating a medical center; 
and the consolidated corporation shall be subject to and liable for all 
the respective duties, liabilities and obligations of said consolidating 
corporations. 

SECTION 2. The consolidated corporation shall be organized and op
erated exclusively for charitable, scientific and educational purposes; 
no part of its net earnings shall inure to the benefit of any individual; 
no substantial part of its activities shall be carrying on propaganda, 
or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation; and it shall not 
participate or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of any 
candidate for public office. 

SECTION 3. When such consolidation becomes effective, all property, 
real, personal and mixed, and all rights and interests, legal and equitable, 
of each of said consolidating corporations, including all devises, be
quests, gifts and transfers heretofore and hereafter made to or for each 
of them, shall vest in or for the benefit of the consolidated corporation 
without further act or deed, and shall be held and administered by the 
consolidated corporation upon and subject to the same terms, conditions, 
limitations and trusts as they are now held or would have been held had 
such consolidation not been effected; and without limiting the fore
going, each of the officers of said consolidating corporations is hereby 
authorized to execute, acknowledge and deliver all such instruments 
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and to perform all such other acts as may be deemed necessary or proper 
to carry out the consolidation authorized by this act and to confirm in 
the consolidated corporation the record title to the property, rights and 
interests of said consolidating corporations. 

SECTION 4. When such consolidation becomes effective, the members 
of said consolidating corporations shall be the members of the con
solidated corporation; the managers of The Boston Dispensary, the 
trustees of The Boston Floating Hospital and the trustees of New Eng
land Center Hospital shall be the trustees of the consolidated corpora
tion, and thereafter each of said members and trustees of the con
solidated corporation shall continue as such subject to, and for such 
time as may be determined pursuant to, its by-laws. 

SECTION 5. The consolidation shall not become effective unless and 
until 

(a) each of said consolidating corporations shall have accepted this 
act and shall have approved the by-laws for the consolidated corpora
tion, at meetings duly called for the purpose, by (i) vote of a majority 
of its board of trustees, or board of managers in the case of The Boston 
Dispensary, and (ii) vote of two thirds of its members present and 
voting, and 

(6) unless after the aforesaid meetings, the prospective board of 
trustees of the consolidated corporation shall have elected its first 
officers by vote of a majority of such trustees present and voting at a 
meeting held at such time and place as shall be specified in a call and 
notice thereof mailed to each such trustee by the presidents of said 
consolidating corporations at least seven days before the day appointed 
by them for the meeting. 

SECTION 6. The consolidation shall be complete and effective upon 
the filing with the secretary of the commonwealth and the recording in 
the office of the registrar of deeds for Suffolk county, within two years 
after the passage of this act, of a certificate signed by each of the presi
dents of said consolidating corporations to the effect that the conditions 
of section five have been satisfied. 

SECTION 7. The consolidated corporation may hold real and personal 
estate to any amount. 

SECTION 8. If the application of any provision of this act to any 
property or funds held by any of said consolidating corporations shall 
be held invalid, the application of such provision to property and funds 
other than those as to which it is held invalid shall not be affected 
thereby. Approved March 19, 1964-

Chap. 197. AN ACT EXTENDING THE PERIOD FOR REGISTRATION OF 
VOTERS FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY IN THE CURRENT 
YEAR. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to extend immediately the period for the registration 
of voters for the presidential primary in the current year because the 
last day for registration as currently provided for would fall on a day 
of religious observance, namely Good Friday, therefore it is hereby 


