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vote after the last person elected shall fill such vacancy, but if such 
person does not accept the office, the candidate who shall have received 
the next highest number of votes shall fill such vacancy. This procedure 
shall be repeated until all vacancies are filled. In the event of a tie vote 
of those next succeeding the last person elected at the most recent town 
election, or in the event there is no defeated candidate who will accept 
the office, the town clerk shall call a special meeting of the town meeting 
members of the precinct in which the vacancy or tie occurs for the pur
pose of filling the vacancy or vacancies until the next annual town 
election, from among those having the tie votes or, if no tie is involved, 
from among the registered voters of the precinct. Notice of the purpose, 
time and place of the meeting shall be mailed by the town clerk to the 
remaining town meeting members not less than seven days before the 
time set for the meeting. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the town 
of Dedham. Approved March 26, 1964. 

C h a p . 2 4 0 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E R E T R E A T , I N C . , A M A S S A C H U 

S E T T S CORPORATION, TO MERGE WITH THE RETREAT, IN
CORPORATED, A CONNECTICUT CORPORATION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Retreat, Inc., a corporation organized and existing 
under the laws of the commonwealth, hereinafter referred to as the 
Massachusetts corporation, is hereby authorized to merge with The 
Retreat, Incorporated, a non-stock corporation organized and existing 
under the laws of the state of Connecticut, hereinafter referred to as the 
surviving Connecticut corporation, which shall in all respects be a con
tinuation of each of said existing corporations. 

SECTION 2. When such merger has become effective: — 
(a) the Massachusetts corporation shall no longer continue to exist; 
(&) all property of the Massachusetts corporation, including all be

quests, devises, gifts and transfers of any kind heretofore or hereafter 
made for its benefit shall be transferred to and vest in the surviving 
Connecticut corporation, without further act or deed; 

(c) the surviving Connecticut corporation shall have the same powers, 
rights and privileges with respect to such property and with respect to 
such bequests, devises, gifts and transfers as would have been possessed 
by the surviving Connecticut corporation had such bequests, devises, 
gifts and transfers been made directly to i-t for its purposes, so far as 
these powers, rights and privileges can be constitutionally conferred by 
the General Court and without prejudice to any court proceedings, and 
otherwise shall have with respect to such property and such bequests, 
devises, gifts and transfers the same powers, rights and privileges as 
would have been possessed by the Massachusetts corporation had such 
merger not been effected; 

(d) the surviving Connecticut corporation shall be deemed to have 
assumed and shall be liable for all the liabilities and obligations of the 
Massachusetts corporation; and 

(e) the surviving Connecticut corporation shall be deemed to have 
agreed that it may be sued in the commonwealth for any obligation or 
liability of the Massachusetts corporation and shall be deemed to have 
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irrevocably appointed the secretary of the commonwealth as its agent 
to accept service of process in any action for the enforcement of any 
such obligation or liability. 

SECTION 3. The merger shall not be completed: — 
(a) unless the Massachusetts corporation shall accept this act by the 

affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the members of its ex
ecutive board present and voting at a meeting called for the purpose at 
which not less than six members of said executive board are present 
and by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the members 
present and voting at a meeting of members of the Massachusetts cor
poration called for the purpose; and 

(&) unless after acceptance as aforesaid by the Massachusetts cor
poration the surviving Connecticut corporation shall accept this act by 
the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the members of its 
board of directors present and voting at a meeting called for the purpose 
and by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of its members, 
of each class entitled to vote thereon, if it has more than one class, at a 
meeting called for the purpose. 

SECTION 4. The merger shall be complete and become effective upon 
the filing with the secretary of the commonwealth of a certificate signed 
by the secretary, or some other officer thereunto duly authorized, of the 
Massachusetts corporation and by the secretary, or some other officer 
thereunto duly authorized, of the surviving Connecticut corporation, 
each of whom shall make affidavit setting forth detailed compliance 
with the provisions of section three. Said certificate shall be filed not 
later than ninety days after the meeting of members of the surviving 
Connecticut corporation at which this act is accepted by them. 

SECTION 5. Any question arising as to the legal effect of this act or 
any of the provisions thereof may, notwithstanding any general or 
special law to the contrary, be initially and finally determined by the 
supreme judicial court upon the application of any person interested or 
of the attorney general. Approved March 26, 1964. 

Chap. 241. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS 
•UNDER CIVIL SERVICE MUST BE EFFECTIVE PRIOR TO THE 
EXPIRATION OP THE ELIGIBLE LISTS THEREFOR. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 12 of chapter 31 of the General Laws, as most recently 
amended by chapter 571 of the acts of 1955, is hereby further amended 
by adding at the end the following paragraph: — 

No person shall be deemed to have been appointed or promoted to 
any position requiring certification by the director from an eligible list 
unless the appointing officer, prior to the date of expiration of such 
eligible list, shall have notified the director in writing that such person 
has been so appointed or promoted. Approved March 26,1964-


