
ACTS, 1964. — CHAP. 477. 347 

and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 2A. Any 
civic, educational, charitable, benevolent, church or cemetery organ
ization created or organized under the laws of the commonwealth, the 
evidence of the corporate existence of which is not on file in the records 
of the state secretary by reason of the destruction of records or by 
reason of the fact that it was organized before such recording was re
quired, may file such evidence with the secretary. The evidence of 
corporate existence shall include, so far as originals are available, copies 
of agreements of association and articles of organization or similar doc
uments, and a certificate executed by the president, treasurer, clerk 
and a majority of the directors or officers having the powers of directors, 
setting forth, so far as known, the history and present status of the cor
poration and its structure such as would have been disclosed by the 
filing of the original corporation documents and amendments thereto. 
The secretary, if satisfied of its corporate existence, shall endorse his 
approval upon such copies of the agreement of association and articles 
of organization or similar documents and upon such certificate, and 
upon receipt of a filing fee of five dollars to the state secretary, he shall 
file the same in his office, and shall issue a certificate of incorporation, 
in such form as he shall determine, dated as of the earliest date upon 
which such documents shall indicate the corporation to have been in 
existence. Any civic, educational, charitable, benevolent, church or 
cemetery organization to which a certificate of incorporation is so is
sued shall thereafter comply with the provisions of the general laws 
relating to similar corporations. Approved June 4, 1964-

Chap. 477. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A FISH INSPECTION SECTION WITHIN 
T H E DIVISION OF FOOD AND DRUGS IN T H E DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC H E A L T H . 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 4 of chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the second paragraph, as most recently amended 
by chapter 527 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph: — 

There shall be within the division of food and drugs a furniture and 
bedding inspection section, a drugs control section, a poultry inspec
tion section, a fish inspection section and such other sections as the di
rector, with the approval of the department, may from time to time 
determine. 

SECTION 2. The second sentence of section 9,of chapter 111 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word "drugs", in line 4, the word: — 
fish. 

SECTION 3. Employees of the department of natural resources, who 
hold permanent positions classified as "food inspector" on the effec
tive date of this act, are hereby transferred to the service of the food 
and drug division in the department of public health without impair
ment of their civil service, retirement, seniority or other rights and their 
term of office shall not be deemed to be interrupted within the meaning 
of chapter thirty-one or section nine A of chapter thirty of the General 
Laws; provided, however, that in connection with such transfer the 
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titles and duties, but not the salary grade, of such positions may be 
changed, and that such action is subject to the approval of the director 
of personnel and standardization and the director of civil service. 

Approved June 4, 1964-

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, June 29, 1964. 

The Honorable KEVIN H. W H I T E , Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DEAR M R . SECRETARY: — I, Endicott Peabody, pursuant to the pro
visions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the 
Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the 
law being Chapter 477 of the Acts of 1964 entitled "An Act Establishing 
A Fish Inspection Section Within the Division of Food and Drugs in 
the Department of Public Health." and the enactment of which re
ceived my approval on June 4, 1964, should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency law and 
the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

That in order for the food inspectors of the Department of Natural 
Resources to be transferred to the Department of Public Health with
out impairment of any rights and to synchronize the effective date of 
transfers with the start of the next fiscal year, this act should take 
effect immediately. 

Sincerely, 
ENDICOTT PEABODY, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, June 29, 1964. 

I, Kevin H. White. Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 
that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His Ex
cellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at twelve 
o'clock and twenty-five minutes, P.M., on the above date, and in ac
cordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Consti
tution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter four hundred 
and seventy-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-four. 

KEVIN H. WHITE, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 478. AN ACT INCREASING THE RATE OP INTEREST PAYABLE ON 
COMPENSATION AND DAMAGES I N CERTAIN EMINENT DO
MAIN CASES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to increase forthwith the rate of interest payable on 
compensation and damages in certain eminent domain cases, therefore it 
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The fourth sentence of section 12 of chapter 80A of the 
General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby 


