
348 ACTS, 1964. — CHAP. 478. 

titles and duties, but not the salary grade, of such positions may be 
changed, and that such action is subject to the approval of the director 
of personnel and standardization and the director of civil service. 

Approved June 4, 1964-

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, June 29, 1964. 

The Honorable KEVIN H. W H I T E , Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DEAR M R . SECRETARY: — I, Endicott Peabody, pursuant to the pro
visions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the 
Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the 
law being Chapter 477 of the Acts of 1964 entitled "An Act Establishing 
A Fish Inspection Section Within the Division of Food and Drugs in 
the Department of Public Health." and the enactment of which re
ceived my approval on June 4, 1964, should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency law and 
the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

That in order for the food inspectors of the Department of Natural 
Resources to be transferred to the Department of Public Health with
out impairment of any rights and to synchronize the effective date of 
transfers with the start of the next fiscal year, this act should take 
effect immediately. 

Sincerely, 
ENDICOTT PEABODY, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, June 29, 1964. 

I, Kevin H. White. Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 
that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His Ex
cellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at twelve 
o'clock and twenty-five minutes, P.M., on the above date, and in ac
cordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Consti
tution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter four hundred 
and seventy-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-four. 

KEVIN H. WHITE, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 478. AN ACT INCREASING THE RATE OP INTEREST PAYABLE ON 
COMPENSATION AND DAMAGES I N CERTAIN EMINENT DO
MAIN CASES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to increase forthwith the rate of interest payable on 
compensation and damages in certain eminent domain cases, therefore it 
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The fourth sentence of section 12 of chapter 80A of the 
General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby 
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amended by striking out, in line 3, the word "four" and inserting in 
place thereof the word: — six, — so as to read as follows: — Compen
sation and damages shall be assessed as of the date of the adoption of 
the order, and shall bear interest at the rate of six per cent per annum 
from the date when the right to damages becomes vested until payable, 
but shall not bear interest after they are payable unless the body politic 
fails upon demand to pay the same to the person entitled thereto. 

SECTION 2. The provisions of section twelve of chapter eighty A of 
the General Laws in effect immediately prior to the effective date of this 
act shall apply with respect to interest on compensation and damages if 
the right to such damages vested prior to the effective date of this act. 

Approved June 5, 1964-

C h a p . 4 7 9 . A N A C T R E L A T I V E T O T H E S A L A R I E S O F C E R T A I N A S S I S T 

A N T CLERKS OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE CITY OF 
BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section two of chap
ter seven hundred and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
sixty-three, any person appointed to the office of first assistant clerk or 
assistant clerk of the municipal court of the city of Boston, between the 
first day of July and the thirty-first day of December, nineteen hundred 
and sixty-three, both dates inclusive, shall receive such salary as is pro
vided by section seventy-five A of chapter two hundred and eighteen of 
the General Laws, said salary to be effective as of the date of his respec
tive appointment. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved June 5, 196%. 

Chap. 480. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE DESIGNATION OF A PORTION 
OF ROUTE 2 IN THE CITY OF GARDNER AS THE FRED A. 
BLAKE HIGHWAY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding any provision of chapter six hundred and fifty-three 
of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty to the contrary that portion 
of state highway route 2 which is located in the city of Gardner shall 
be known and designated as the Fred A. Blake highway, in memory 
of Fred A. Blake, a former member of the house of representatives. 
Suitable markers bearing said designation shall be erected along said 
highway by the department of public works. 

Approved June 5, 1964. 

Chap. 481. A N ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PER 
DIEM RATE TO BE CHARGED TO ELDERLY PERSONS WHO 
ARE PATIENTS IN THE CUSHING HOSPITAL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The director of hospital costs and finances shall examine 
the books and accounts of the Cushing hospital and, after a hearing, 
establish the per diem cost of maintaining elderly persons as patients 
in said hospital. The determination of the per diem cost shall be deemed 


