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General Laws, and each such license granted by the department shall 
contain a recitation that such assessment has been made and payment 
received; 

5. Performance of any work authorized by any such license in accord
ance with plans submitted to and approved by said department, pur
suant to the provisions of section twenty of said chapter; 

6. Completion of said authorized work within five years after the 
date of any such license, or of any extension or extensions thereof, pur
suant to the provisions of section fifteen of said chapter; and 

7. The actual building or making in good faith of valuable structures, 
fillings or enclosures under the authority of any such license and during 
the term thereof, or of any extension or extensions thereof, pursuant to 
the provisions of section fifteen of said chapter. 

Approved July 2, 1964. 

Chap. 653. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT RECORDS SHALL BE KEPT BY 

HOSPITALS, DISPENSARIES OR CLINICS, AND SANATORIA 

S U P P O R T E D BY T H E COMMONWEALTH AND THAT SUCH 

RECORDS SHALL B E ADMISSIBLE IN EVIDENCE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 70, as most recently amended by chapter 23 of the acts of 1963, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 70. Hos
pitals, dispensaries or clinics, and sanatoria licensed by the department 
of public health or supported in whole or in part by the commonwealth 
shall keep records of the treatment of the cases under their care and the 
medical history of the same. Such records may be made in handwriting, 
or in print, or by typewriting, or by the photographic or microphoto-
graphic process, or any combination of the same. Whenever pre
existing records shall have been photographed or microphotographed 
and the photographs or microphotographs shall have been duly indexed 
and filed, such hospital, dispensary or clinic, or sanatorium, upon noti
fying in writing the supervisor of public records referred to in chapter 
sixty-six, may destroy the original records so photographed or micro-
photographed, and such photographs or microphotographs shall have 
the same force or effect as the original records from which they were 
made. Such records shall be in the custody of such hospital, dispensary 
or clinic, or sanatorium. Section ten of chapter sixty-six shall not 
apply to such records; provided that such records and similar records 
kept by such hospital, dispensary or clinic, or sanatorium, except a 
hospital or clinic under the control of the department of mental health, 
may be inspected by the patient to whom they relate or by his attorney 
upon delivery of a written authorization from the said patient, and a 
copy shall be furnished upon his request and a payment of a reasonable 
fee; and provided, further, that upon proper judicial order, whether in 
connection with pending judicial proceedings or otherwise, or, except 
in the case of records of hospitals under the control of the department of 
mental health, upon order of the head of the state department which 
issues the license or of the head of the state department having juris
diction or control of such hospital, dispensary or clinic, or sanatorium 
and in compliance with the terms of said order, such records may be 
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inspected and copies furnished on payment of a reasonable fee. Any 
such record or any part or portion thereof may be destroyed fifty-five 
years after the discharge or the final treatment therein of the patient to 
whom it relates. Approved July 2, 1.964-

Chap. 654. AN ACT INCREASING THE SALARY OF THE CLERK OF THE 
DISTRICT COURT OF MARLBOROUGH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Paragraph (1) of section 79 of chapter 218 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in chapter 725 of the acts of 1962, is hereby amended in 
Class II by striking out line 5, reading "district court of Marlborough," 
and in Class III by inserting after line 7 the following line: — 

district court of Marlborough,. Approved July 2, 196/h 

Chap. 655. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CLERK OF THE MUNICIPAL 
COURT OF THE SOUTH BOSTON DISTRICT TO ADJUST HIS 
BOOKS ON ACCOUNT OF MONEY STOLEN FROM HIS OFFICE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The clerk of the municipal court of the South Boston district is hereby 
authorized to adjust his accounts by deducting from his cash book 
receipts of money due the county of Suffolk the sum of five hundred 
and twenty-six dollars and twenty-one cents, which sum was the amount 
stolen in a burglary during the night of April thirteenth, nineteen hun
dred and sixty-four. Approved July 2, .196//. 

C h a p . 656 . A N A C T P R O V I D I N G F O R T H E S P E E D Y T R I A L O F A M I S D E 

M E A N O R BY A JURY OF SIX IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
NORTHERN NORFOLK. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Auy defendant, in any district court of Norfolk county, 
found guilty of a violation of a by-law, order, ordinance, rule or regula
tion made by a city or town or public officer or of any other misdemeanor, 
except libel, may appeal and claim a jury of six in the district court of 
northern Norfolk. Such claim of appeal shall be in writing and shall 
constitute a waiver of any claim of appeal to a trial by a jury in the su
perior court or other disposition in said superior court. 

Any defendant found guilty in any district court of Norfolk county of 
a violation of any of the offenses set forth in the first paragraph who has 
appealed to the superior court may, at any time before trial on such 
appeal, claim a trial by a jury of six in the district court of northern 
Norfolk. Such claim shall be in writing and shall constitute a waiver of 
any right to a trial by a jury in the superior court or other disposition in 
said superior court. When a claim for a trial by a jury of six in the dis
trict court of northern Norfolk has been made under the provisions of 
this paragraph, the clerk of the superior court shall forthwith forward 
to the clerk of said district court of northern Norfolk all the papers in 
the case which have been filed in the superior court. 


