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Chap. 271. A N A C T ESTABLISHING T H E COMPENSATION, TRAVEL AL
LOWANCES AND EXPENSES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
GENERAL COURT. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is in part to provide forthwith for the payment of in
creased compensation and allowances for expenses, travel, lodging and 
meals to members of the General Court in order to prevent extreme 
hardship among such members because of the inadequacy of the pres
ent scale of such compensation and allowances due to the ever increasing 
costs of living, board, lodging and travel, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section nine of chap
ter three of the General Laws, each member of the general court shall 
receive for each regular annual session in the years nineteen hundred 
and sixty-five and nineteen hundred and sixty-six seven thousand five 
hundred dollars. The president of the senate and the speaker of the 
house of representatives shall each receive seven thousand five hundred 
dollars additional compensation for each such session. The floor leaders 
of each of the major political parties in the senate and house of repre
sentatives, the chairman of the senate committee on ways and means 
and the chairman and vice chairman of the house committee on ways 
and means shall each receive three thousand seven hundred and fifty 
dollars additional compensation for each such session. Each member 
of the general court shall be entitled to be paid his compensation for 
each such session at the rate of six hundred dollars for each full month 
of the session. Such payments shall be made to him, upon his request 
on the last legislative day in which the general court is in session pre
ceding the fifteenth day of each month and on the date preceding the 
last legislative day of each month, and shall be for an amount not ex
ceeding the proportion then due at the aforesaid rate; provided, that 
the state treasurer may, during such regular session, make additional 
payments on account, in excess of such monthly rate, to any member 
making written request therefor, but the amount of such additional pay
ments shall not exceed, in the aggregate, twelve hundred dollars in any 
one such session, or sixteen hundred dollars if such session continues 
beyond July first, and in no event shall the amount of all payments 
under this section during such session to any member exceed, in the 
aggregate, the compensation of such member for such session. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section nine B of 
chapter three of the General Laws, each member of the general court 
shall receive nine hundred dollars annually for expenses for the years 
nineteen hundred and sixty-five and nineteen hundred and sixty-six, 
to be paid as follows: — each member shall be entitled to receive 
seventy-five dollars on the first day of each session and on the first day 
of each month thereafter until said sum of nine hundred dollars shall 
have been paid; and on the last day of the session there shall be paid 
to each member of the general court the balance, if any, of said sum of 
nine hundred dollars. 

Each member of the general court during said years who lives less 
than forty miles from the state house shall receive eight cents for every 
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mile traveling distance as established by the mileage schedules adopted 
by the house and senate, respectively, in eighteen hundred and ninety-
two, with additions thereto which have been authorized from time to 
time, from his place of abode to the state house and return therefrom 
for each day of attendance upon the general court, but for not more 
than four days in each week; and for four days attendance in each week 
no member shall receive less than seven dollars. Each member of the 
general court during said years who lives forty miles or more from the 
state house shall receive the aforementioned allowance or, at his elec
tion, an allowance of eight cents per mile for not more than one round 
trip a week and in addition an allowance for lodging and meals of not 
more than fifteen dollars a day for not more than four days each week. 
Payments under this paragraph shall be paid by the state treasurer 
only upon a voucher in which a member certifies that he traveled daily 
as above specified, or traveled and incurred expenses for lodging and 
meals as above specified and shall be payable on or after the last day of 
each legislative week. 

The above allowances for travel, lodging and meals shall not be due 
or payable to any member after thirty days subsequent to prorogation 
of the legislative session to which said allowances apply. 

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section ten of chap
ter three of the General Laws, each member of the general court chosen 
to fill a vacancy during the year nineteen hundred and sixty-five or 
nineteen hundred and sixty-six, or who resigns his seat during a regular 
annual session in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-five or nineteen 
hundred and sixty-six shall be entitled to a per diem compensation for 
the time of his membership at the rate of seven thousand five hundred 
dollars for each such session, and the allowances for travel and other 
expenses for the time of his membership as provided in section two. 

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect as of January sixth, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-five. 

(This Bill, returned by the governor, to the Senate, the branch in which 
it originated, with his objections thereto, was passed by the Senate, April 5, 
1965, and, in concurrence, by the House of Representatives, April 5, 1965, 
the objections of the governor, notwithstanding, in the manner prescribed by 
the constitution; and thereby has "the force of a law".) 

Chap. 272. AN ACT AUTHORIZING CERTAIN APPEALS TO BE HEARD 
BY LESS THAN A MAJORITY OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COM
MISSION. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to expedite forthwith the determining of appeals 
on markings for early certification, under the civil service laws, therefore, 
it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (6) of sec
tion two of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, hearings on appeals 
from markings of examination papers may be held before less than a 
majority of the commission, or the chairman may assign a member or 


