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hundred and forty-nine of the General Laws, contract for the renova
tion, remodelling and alteration of said buildings in accordance with 
plans and specifications approved by said board of trustees or officer, 
prior appropriation continued, appropriation expires June 30, 1966. 
The board of trustees shall exercise said option on or before February 1, 
1966 if an appropriation therefor shall have been made . $1,500,000 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved April 29, 1965. 

C h a p . 389. A N A C T FURTHER DEFINING THE POWERS OF THE METRO
POLITAN AREA PLANNING COUNCIL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 114, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 668 of the 
acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Sec
tion 114- The council is authorized to enter into contracts and agree
ments with any department, agency or subdivision of the federal or 
state government and any individual, corporation, association or public 
authority to provide or receive services, facilities, staff assistance or 
money payments in connection with the work of the council, and the 
council may contribute or receive services, facilities, staff assistance or 
money payments as consideration in such contracts and agreements. 

The council may expend for services and other expenses such amounts 
as the general court may appropriate therefor together with such 
amounts as the council may receive under any federal or state law or by 
gift, grant, contract or agreement from any source, including grants, be
quests, gifts, or contributions made by any individual, corporation, 
association, public authority, or department, agency or subdivision of 
the federal or state governments. The amount appropriated by the 
general court shall be charged as assessments on the various cities and 
towns comprising the district; provided, however, that any such as
sessment on such city or town shall not exceed a sum equivalent to five 
cents per capita of the population of such city or town, exclusive of the 
number of prisoners in any correctional institution of the commonwealth 
therein and of the patients in any institution under the jurisdiction of 
the department of mental health or public health. The state treasurer 
shall, subject to the aforesaid limitations, certify the amount to be 
assessed upon each city or town comprising the district, and said amount 
shall be paid by such city or town to the state treasurer as provided in 
section twenty of chapter fifty-nine. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved May 3, 1965. 

C h a p . 3 9 0 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E M E R G E R O F B I S H O P A N D T R U S 
T E E S OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE 
DIOCESE OP MASSACHUSETTS INTO TRUSTEES OF DONA
TIONS TO THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Bishop and Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in the Diocese of Massachusetts, hereinafter called Bishop and Trustees, 
a charitable corporation organized under chapter two hundred and seven-
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teen of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen, is hereby au
thorized to merge into Trustees of Donations to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, hereinafter called Trustees of Donations or the surviving cor
poration, a charitable corporation organized under chapter ninety of the 
acts of eighteen hundred and ten. Trustees of Donations shall be the 
surviving corporation in such merger. The surviving corporation shall 
have the purposes and powers of Bishop and Trustees as well as those 
of Trustees of Donations as they existed prior to such merger, and shall 
be subject to and liable for all the duties, habilities and obligations of 
Bishop and Trustees as well as those of Trustees of Donations. By way 
of clarification and example and not by way of limitation of such pur
poses and powers it is intended that such purposes and powers hereto
fore and hereafter existing include within their general scope the specific 
power to exercise complete and uncontrolled discretion in the applica
tion of the income from or the principal of any property received by 
Trustees of Donations before or after such merger or by Bishop and 
Trustees by way of devise, bequest, gift or transfer, whether in trust or 
otherwise, where under the terms of such devise, bequest, gift or trans
fer either Trustees of Donations or Bishop and Trustees has or may have 
the power to exercise discretion in allocating or applying said income or 
principal among one or more specific objects or purposes or between one 
or more classifications thereof. 

SECTION 2. In addition to the foregoing powers, the surviving cor
poration shall have the power, with the consent of the state secretary, 
by a vote or the written consent of not less than two-thirds of the then 
trustees, to change its name, any such change to be effective upon the 
filing with the state secretary of a certificate as to such change signed by 
the president thereof. 

SECTION 3. When such merger shall become effective, all property, 
real, personal and mixed, and all rights and interests, legal and equitable, 
of Bishop and Trustees, including all devises, bequests, gifts and trans
fers heretofore and hereafter made to or for said corporation, shall vest 
in or for the benefit of the surviving corporation without further act or 
deed, and shall be held and administered by the surviving corporation 
upon and subject to the same terms, conditions, limitations and trusts 
as they are now held upon or would have been held upon had such mer
ger not been effected; and without limiting the foregoing, each of the 
officers of Bishop and Trustees and the surviving corporation is hereby 
authorized to execute, acknowledge and deliver all such instruments and 
to perform all such other acts as may be deemed necessary or proper to 
carry out the merger authorized by this act and to confirm in the sur
viving corporation the record title to the property, rights and interests 
of Bishop and Trustees. To the extent required to carry out the provi
sions of this section the separate existence of Bishop and Trustees as 
constituted prior to such merger shall continue after such merger in and 
through the surviving corporation. 

SECTION 4. When such merger shall become effective the members of 
Bishop and Trustees and the trustees of Trustees of Donations prior 
to such merger shall be the trustees of the surviving corporation; there
after said trustees shall continue as such, and new trustees shall be 
chosen, pursuant to the by-laws of the surviving corporation. Said 
trustees shall elect from among their number a board of managers, 
which shall have full power and authority to conduct all of the business 
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of the surviving corporation, and which shall consist of a president, a 
treasurer, a secretary and such other managers as shall be specified in 
such by-laws. Except as herein provided, the method of election of new 
managers, their terms of office and the manner of the conduct of the 
business of the board of managers shall be determined by such by-laws. 

SECTION 5. The merger shall not become effective unless and until 
(a) each of said merging corporations shall have accepted this act and 

shall have approved by-laws for the surviving corporation, at meetings 
duly called for the purpose, by vote of two-thirds of the members of 
Bishop and Trustees and of two-thirds of the trustees of Trustees of 
Donations, and 

(b) after the aforesaid meetings, the prospective trustees of the sur
viving corporation shall have elected its first board of managers by vote 
of a majority of such trustees present and voting at a meeting held at 
such time and place as shall be specified in a call and notice thereof 
mailed to each such trustee by the presidents of said merging corpora
tions at least seven days before the day appointed by them for the 
meeting. 

SECTION 6. The merger shall be complete and effective upon the 
filing with the state secretary, within two years after the passage of 
this act, of a certificate signed by the presidents of Bishop and Trustees 
and Trustees of Donations to the effect that the conditions of section 
five have been satisfied. 

SECTION 7. The surviving corporation may hold real and personal 
estate to any amount. 

SECTION 8. Any person may be indemnified by the surviving cor
poration against expenses actually and reasonably incurred by him in 
connection with the defense of any action, suit or proceeding to which 
he is made a party by reason of being or having been a manager of 
Trustees of Donations or a member of the Executive Committee of 
Bishop and Trustees, except that no such person shall be indemnified 
against any such expenses unless it shall have been adjudicated that he 
had not, with respect to the matter in connection with which such ex
penses had been incurred, been guilty of willful misfeasance, bad faith, 
gross negligence or reckless disregard of the duties involved in the con
duct of his office or, in the absence of such adjudication, unless the board 
of managers of the surviving corporation shall have received a written 
opinion from independent counsel, approved by such board, to the ef
fect that if the matter of willful misfeasance, bad faith, gross negligence 
or reckless disregard of the duties involved in the conduct of his office 
had been adjudicated, it would have been adjudicated in favor of such 
person. 

SECTION 9. Whatever right or authority is granted or conferred by 
this act is hereby declared to be limited to such authority or right as the 
general court may constitutionally grant or confer, without prejudice to 
any proceeding that may be instituted in any court of competent juris
diction to effect the purposes of this act. 

SECTION 10. For the purpose of its acceptance, this act shall take 
effect upon its passage. Approved May 3, 1965. 


