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Chap. 677. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPART
MENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND THE SUPERINTENDENTS OF 
EACH INSTITUTION TO ENDORSE AND DEPOSIT CHECKS 
BELONGING TO PATIENTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 39 of chapter 123 of the General Laws, as most recently 

amended by section 6 of chapter 126 of the acts of 1954, is hereby further 
amended by adding the following sentence: — The superintendent of 
each state hospital or the commissioner, if he deems it to be for the best 
interest of the patient, may endorse for deposit only in the account 
entitled "Patients' Funds", checks not exceeding two hundred dollars 
in value, belonging to patients committed to the state hospitals or to 
the custody of the department who are unable, or refuse to endorse 
such checks for the purpose of depositing them in such account. 

Approved September 1, 1965. 

Chap. 678. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A DIVISION OF FAIRS W'ITHIN THE 
D E P A R T M E N T OF AGRICULTURE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 6 of chapter 20 of the General Laws, as appearing 
in section 1 of chapter 674 of the acts of 1954, is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence: — The commissioner shall organize the department into 
divisions, including a division of dairying and animal husbandry, a 
division of livestock disease control, a division of plant pest control, 
a division of fairs, a division of markets, and such other divisions as he 
may from time to time determine, and shall assign to said divisions 
their functions. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 128 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 16, as amended by section 32 of chapter 490 of the 
acts of 1941, and the caption preceding said section, and inserting in 
place thereof, under the caption DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF PLANT 
PEST CONTROL, the following section: — Section 16. The director of 
the division of plant pest control and his assistants may at all times 
enter any public or private grounds in the performance of any duties 
required by sections seventeen to thirty-one, inclusive. 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 128 is hereby further amended by inserting 
after section 38, under the caption DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF FAIRS, 
the following section: — 

Section 38A. The director of the division of fairs shall supervise the 
establishment and holding of fairs for the encouragement or extension 
of agriculture. Approved September 1, 1965. 

Chap. 679. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ACCELERATED HIGHWAY PRO
GRAM. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The state department of public works, hereinafter called 
the department, and the metropolitan district commission, hereinafter 
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called the commission, are hereby authorized and directed to expend a 
sum, not to exceed three hundred and twenty million dollars, for projects 
for the laying out, construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, relocation 
or improvement of highways, parkways, bridges, grade crossing elimi
nations and alteration of crossings at other than grade, and for construc
tion of needed improvements on other through routes not designated 
as state highways and without acceptance by the commonwealth of 
responsibility for maintenance; provided, that any portion of the sum 
authorized herein may be used in conjunction with county, city or town 
funds, and for traffic safety devices on state highways, parkways and on 
roads constructed under the provisions of section thirty-four of chapter 
ninety of the General Laws, and for traffic studies; provided, further, 
that when dwellings or other structures are removed the excavations or 
cellar holes remaining shall be filled in and brought to grade within one 
month. 

Funds authorized in this section shall, except as otherwise specifically 
provided in this act, be subject to the provisions of the last paragraph 
of section one of chapter seven hundred and eighteen of the act of nine
teen hundred and fifty-six, the first paragraph of section six of said chap
ter seven hundred and eighteen, and sections seven and nine of said 
chapter seven hundred and eighteen. 

SECTION 2. Pursuant to the provisions of section one, the department 
is hereby authorized and directed to expend a sum, not less than sixty 
million dollars, for projects in the following four areas: not less than 
fifteen million dollars of said sum shall be expended in the area west of 
the Connecticut river, including therein any bridges across said river 
with their approaches and connections; not less than fifteen million 
dollars in the area lying between the Connecticut river and the easterly 
boundary line of Worcester county; not less than fifteen million dollars 
in the area comprising Essex, Middlesex and Norfolk counties and not 
less than fifteen million dollars in the area comprising Bristol, Plymouth, 
Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket counties. 

SECTION 3. No payment in excess of twenty thousand dollars by 
way of purchase of real estate or any interest therein shall be made, 
and no settlement in excess of twenty thousand dollars shall be made 
out of court for damages recoverable under chapter seventy-nine of the 
General Laws, in excess of the amount recommended by the real estate 
review board established by section six of chapter seven hundred and 
eighteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-six, by reason of a 
purchase or taking under this act or under chapter eight hundred and 
twenty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-three. Each 
recommendation of said real estate review board shall be in writing and 
shall be accompanied by a written statement indicating the reasons for 
such recommendations. 

No settlement, by reason of a taking under this act or under said 
chapter eight hundred and twenty-two in excess of twenty thousand 
dollars and in excess of the recommendation of the real estate review 
board, shall be made by agreement of the parties during or after trial 
except with the written approval of the court; provided, that settle
ments in excess of the recommendation of the board may be made with
out such approval if the settlement does not exceed the amount of any 
verdict or finding which may have been rendered, together with interest 
and costs. 
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The department is hereby ordered and directed to file reports of all 
payments in excess of ten thousand dollars for damages resulting from a 
taking or for a purchase under this act or under said chapter eight hun
dred and twenty-two with the clerk of the house of representatives and 
with the clerk of the senate not later than ninety days after payment. 
Such reports shall contain the amount of the payment, an affidavit 
that the amount was not in excess of the amount recommended by the 
board if payment in excess of said amount is prohibited hereunder, by 
whom and in what manner settled, the name of the owner or owners of 
the land involved, and a description of said land sufficient to identify it. 

SECTION 4. Pursuant to the provisions of section one, the commis
sion is hereby authorized and directed to expend a sum, not to exceed 
fifteen million dollars, for projects of the commission in the area set 
forth in the "Master Highway Plan for the Boston Metropolitan Area", 
as established and defined in Exhibit B of House Document No. 1767 of 
the year nineteen hundred and forty-eight, and including the project 
authorized by chapter six hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nine
teen hundred and sixty-four. 

SECTION 5. Pursuant to the provisions of section one of this act, 
the department is hereby authorized and directed to apportion the sum 
of fifteen million dollars among the several cities and towns, each city 
and town to receive the amount set forth in the schedule for each city 
and town in section five A of chapter seven hundred and eighteen of the 
acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-six. 

The department shall certify said apportionment to the comptroller, 
and such sums approved by the department not exceeding five million 
dollars shall be made available for distribution on or before December 
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-five; a maximum of not more than ten 
million dollars on or before December first, nineteen hundred and sixty-
six; and the entire sum authorized by this section on or before December 
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-seven. The sums received by each city 
and town hereunder shall be used only for the purposes for which said 
city or town may borrow money within its debt limit under clause (5) of 
section seven of chapter forty-four of the General Laws, or for the con
struction under section thirty-four of chapter ninety of the General Laws 
of town highways of a type equal to that currently used by said town as 
approved by the department, or for the erection or maintenance of traffic 
lights; provided, however, that such sums shall not be available for the 
construction, surfacing or resurfacing of off-street parking areas. 

Said sums may be expended by a city or town for the aforesaid pur
poses in addition to any federal funds allocated to such city or town and 
available for such expenditure; provided, that such city or town may 
elect to expend any part of the sum allocated to it at any time prior to 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight. Any unexpended 
balances remaining on said June thirtieth shall be refunded to the de
partment forthwith, to be applied as refunds of amounts expended under 
this section. 

SECTION 6. The department shall accept any federal funds available 
for projects authorized in section one of this act and such federal funds 
when received shall be credited to the Highway Fund. To meet a por
tion of the expenditures authorized by section one of this act there is 
hereby appropriated from the Highway Fund the sum of two hundred 
million dollars. 
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SECTION 7. In anticipation of the receipt of the federal funds au
thorized to be expended from the Highway Fund pursuant to section 
five, the state treasurer may borrow, from time to time, on the credit 
of the commonwealth, such sums of money as may be necessary for the 
purpose of meeting payments authorized by this act, and may issue and 
renew as hereinafter provided, notes of the commonwealth therefor, 
bearing interest payable at such times and at such rates as shall be fixed 
by the state treasurer. 

Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or more times for 
such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may recommend 
to the general court in accordance with section 3 of Article LXII of the 
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth; provided, 
that the total amount of such notes, outstanding at any one time, shall 
not exceed fifty million dollars, and the final maturity of such notes 
whether original or renewal, shall be not later than June thirtieth, nine
teen hundred and sixty-nine. All payments on account of principal on 
such notes shall be repaid from the Highway Fund; provided, that 
notwithstanding any provision of this act, such notes shall be general 
obligations of the commonwealth. 

SECTION 8. Any amounts made available by this act, or heretofore 
made available by section one of chapter eight hundred and twenty-two 
of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-three, shall be available for 
expenditure until June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy. 

SECTION 9. In anticipation of the issue of bonds authorized in section 
ten, the state treasurer may borrow, from time to time, on the credit of 
the commonwealth, such sums of money as may be necessary for the 
purpose and may issue and renew as hereinafter provided, notes of the 
commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such times and at 
such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer. 

Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or more times for 
such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may recommend to 
the general court in accordance with section 3 of Article LXII of the 
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth; but the final 
maturity of such notes, whether original or renewal, shall be not later 
than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of this act such notes shall be general obligations of the 
commonwealth. 

SECTION 10. To meet a portion of the expenditures necessary in 
carrying out the provisions of section one of this act, or to refinance 
notes issued as provided in section nine of this act, the state treasurer 
shall upon request of the governor, issue and sell at public or private 
sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons 
attached, as he may deem best, to an amount to be specified by the 
governor from time to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum 
of one hundred and twenty million dollars. . All bonds issued by the 
commonwealth as aforesaid shall be designated on their face, Highway 
Improvement Loan, Act of 1965, and shall be on the serial payment plan 
for such maximum term of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the 
governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3 of 
Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the'Common
wealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts pay
able in the several years of the period of amortization, other than the 
final year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer 
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it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi
annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of the 
governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall be payable 
not later than one year from the date of issue thereof, and the entire 
issue not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-nine. 
All interest payments and payments on account of principal on such 
bonds shall be payable from the Highway Fund; provided, that notwith
standing the foregoing, such bonds shall be general obligations of the 
commonwealth. 

SECTION 11. The department and the commission shall include in the 
notice required under the provisions of section seven C of chapter 
seventy-nine of the General Laws a statement informing the owner of 
property taken under the provisions of said chapter for the purpose of 
constructing any project authorized by this act of his rights for pro tanto 
payment under the provisions of section eight A of said chapter. . The 
department and the commission shall, notwithstanding the limitations 
of said section eight A, make available for payment within three months 
of the date of notice of taking such funds as may be required under the 
provisions of said section. 

SECTION 12. Section 33 of chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out subdivisions (1) through (6), inclusive, and in
serting in place thereof the following subdivisions: — 

(1) For the registration of every nongasoline driven automobile 
used for the transportation of goods, wares or merchandise except an 
electric motor truck or an electric commercial automobile, twenty dol
lars, or, in the case of an electric motor truck or an electric commercial 
automobile so used, ten dollars, and of every gasoline driven automobile 
so used, six dollars, for every one thousand pounds or fraction thereof 
of the gross weight of such vehicle plus the maximum load to be carried 
thereon, but in no event less than eighty dollars in the case of a non-
gasoline driven automobile so used or twenty-four dollars in the case of a 
gasoline driven automobile so used. 

(2) For the registration of every nongasoline driven tractor which 
is a part of a semi-trailer unit used for the transportation of property, 
twenty dollars for every one thousand pounds or fraction thereof of the 
weight of the tractor and of the weight of the heaviest semi-trailer with 
which such tractor is combined and operated, plus the maximum load 
to be carried by such semi-trailer and tractor, and for the registration 
of every gasoline driven tractor which is a part of a semi-trailer unit so 
used, six dollars for every one thousand pounds or fraction thereof of 
the weight of such tractor and of the weight of the heaviest semi-trailer 
with which such tractor is combined and operated, plus the maximum 
load to be carried by such semi-trailer and tractor, but in no event less 
than one hundred and sixty dollars in the case of a non-gasoline driven 
tractor which is a part of a semi-trailer unit, or less than forty-eight 
dollars if gasoline driven. 

(3) For the registration of every semi-trailer, thirty dollars. 
(4) For the registration of every heavy-duty platform trailer, six 

dollars for every one thousand pounds or fraction thereof of the weight 
of such vehicle plus the maximum load to be carried, but in no event less 
than sixty dollars. 

(5) For the registration of every trailer for which a fee is not other
wise provided in this section, six dollars for every one thousand pounds 
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or fraction thereof of the weight of such trailer and the maximum load 
to be carried thereon. 

(6) For the registration of every nongasoline driven tractor not a 
part of a semi-trailer, twenty dollars for every one thousand pounds or 
fraction thereof of the weight of the tractor and its equipment, but in no 
event less than forty dollars, and for the registration of every gasoline 
driven tractor not a part of a semi-trailer unit, six dollars for every one 
thousand pounds or fraction thereof of the weight of the tractor and its 
equipment, but in no event less than twenty-four dollars; except that 
the fee to be collected for the registration of a farm tractor not a part of 
a semi-trailer unit shall be eight dollars if the tractor is used exclusively 
for agricultural purposes. The provisions of subdivisions (1) to (6) 
shall not apply to any vehicle the fee for the registration of which is 
hereinbefore provided for in this section. The aforesaid weight shall 
mean the weight of such vehicle when fully equipped for the road. The 
registrar of motor vehicles may establish rules for determining the gross 
weight, including load, for which any vehicle shall be registered under 
subdivisions (1) to (6). 

SECTION 13. Subdivision (7) of said section 33 of said chapter 90 is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 2, as appearing in section 1 of 
chapter 571 of the acts of 1959, the word "twelve" and inserting in place 
thereof the word: — twenty-four. Approved September 2, 1965. 

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPAETMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, September 2, 1965. 

The Honorable KEVIN H. W H I T E , Secretary of the Commonwealth, [State House, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DEAR M R . SECRETARY: I, John A. Volpe, pursuant to the provisions 
of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the Refer
endum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion the 
immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the law 
being Chapter 679 of the Acts of 1965 entitled "An Act Relative to the 
Accelerated Highway Program." and the enactment of which received 
my approval on September 2, 1965, should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency law and 
the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

There is an urgent need for the construction of new highways and 
bridges and for the improvement of existing ones, so as to relieve the 
existing traffic congestion, in the interest of highway safety and of a. 
sound economy, together with the fact that a deadline of October, 1972 
exists, under the 1956 Federal Aid Act, for the completion by the Com
monwealth, of its interstate highway system. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. VOLPE, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, September 2, 1965. 

I, Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 
that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His Ex
cellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at twelve 
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o'clock and thirty minutes, P.M., on the above date, and in accordance 
with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Constitution said 
chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter six hundred and seventy-
nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-five. 

KEVIN H. WHITE, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 680. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE VETERANS 
P E N S I O N LAW, SO CALLED, IN SO FAR AS IT RELATES TO 

EMPLOYEES OF A HOUSING AUTHORITY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to make forthwith certain corrective changes in an 
act of the current year further defining the retirement rights of certain 
veterans employed by housing authorities, which act took effect on 
August twenty-second, nineteen hundred and sixty-five, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 498 of the acts of 1965 is hereby amended by 
inserting after section 4 the following section: —• 

Section 4A. Section 59 of said chapter 32, as most recently amended 
by section 1 of chapter 511 of the acts of 1963, is hereby further amended 
by adding after the word "committee", in line 9, the words:— ; or, 
in the case of a housing authority, the housing authority. 

SECTION 2. Section 5 of said chapter 498 is hereby amended by strik
ing out, in line 5, the words "which accepts" and inserting in place 
thereof the words: — in which the housing authority accepts. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect as of August twenty-second, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-five. Approved September 7, 1965. 

Chap. 681. A N ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE METROPOLITAN 
DISTRICT COMMISSION TO CONSTRUCT, ENLARGE AND IM
PROVE ITS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The metropolitan district commission is hereby autho
rized and directed to construct recreational facilities within the metro
politan parks district, and to enlarge and improve existing facilities, 
in such manner and at such locations as it may determine, and in a 
manner designed to serve all parts of the metropolitan parks district 
equally in proportion to the need; provided, that projects constructed 
as herein authorized shall not be subject to section thirty A of chapter 
seven of the General Laws. 

SECTION 2. The metropolitan district commission shall charge reason
able fees wherever feasible to cover costs of operation and maintenance 
of its facilities and may enter into leases or other agreements relating 
to the operation of its facilities with public or other bodies or individuals, 
upon such terms and conditions as it may deem just and expedient. 
The terms of such leases or agreements may include the right to charge 
fees as herein authorized, and full and complete information regarding 

I 


