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until he shall have served one third of such minimum sentence, but in 
any event not less than one year, or, if he has two or more sentences to 
be served otherwise than concurrently, one third of the aggregate of the 
minimum terms of such several sentences, but in any event not less than 
one year for each such sentence; (c) that no prisoner held under a sen
tence containing a minimum sentence for a crime committed while on 
parole shall receive a parole permit until he shall have served two thirds 
of such minimum sentence, or, if he has two or more sentences to be 
served otherwise than concurrently for offenses committed while on 
parole, two thirds of the aggregate of the minimum terms of such sev
eral sentences, but in any event not less than two years for each such 
sentence; provided, further, that the portion of a minimum sentence 
or sentences which a prisoner is required to serve before being eligible 
for a parole permit shall, in each of the above instances, be reduced by 
the number of days allowed for blood donations as provided in section 
one hundred and twenty-nine A. 

SECTION 2. The provisions of section one hundred and thirty-three 
of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the General Laws, as 
amended by section one of this act, shall not apply in the case of any 
person sentenced prior to the effective date of this act if application of 
the provisions thereof would have the effect of making his punishment 
more severe. Approved November 17, 1965. 

Chap. 765. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT PAROLE OFFICERS MAY ISSUE 
WARRANTS FOR THE TEMPORARY CUSTODY OF PAROLEES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 
section 149 the following section: — 

Section 149A. If a parole officer believes that a parolee has lapsed or 
is about to lapse into criminal ways or has associated or is about to 
associate with criminal company or that he has violated the conditions 
of his parole, the parole officer may, with the consent of a parole super
visor or other superior officer, issue a warrant for the temporary custody 
of said parolee for a period not longer than five days, during which period 
he shall notify the director of parole service or a parole supervisor of his 
action and submit a complete report for final decision by the parole 
board. The detention of any such parolee may be further regulated by 
the rules of said board. Such warrant shall constitute sufficient au
thority to a parole officer and to the master, jailer, or any other person 
in charge of any jail, house of correction, lockup, or place of detention to 
whom it is exhibited to hold in temporary custody the parolee retaken 
pursuant thereto. Approved November 22, 1965. 

Chap. 766. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN PRISONERS SERVING A 
LIFE SENTENCE SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE IN FIF
TEEN YEARS INSTEAD OF TWENTY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 133A, as amended by section 9 of chapter 731 of the 
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acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the following section: —• 
Section 188A. Every prisoner who is serving a sentence for life in a 
correctional institution of the commonwealth, except prisoners confined 
to the hospital at the Massachusetts Correctional Institution, Bridge-
water, and except prisoners serving a life sentence for murder in the first 
degree, shall be eligible for parole, and the parole board shall, within 
sixty days before the expiration of fifteen years of such sentence, con
duct a public hearing before the full membership. 

Said board shall at least thirty days before such hearing notify in writ
ing the attorney general, the district attorney in whose district sentence 
was imposed and the chief of police or head of the organized police de
partment of the municipality in which the crime was committed, and 
said officials may appear in person or make written recommendations to 
the board, but failure of any or all of said officials to appear or make 
recommendations shall not arrest the paroling procedure. 

After such hearing the parole board may, by a vote of four-fifths of all 
its members, grant to such prisoner a parole permit to be at liberty upon 
such terms and conditions as it may prescribe for the unexpired term of 
his sentence. If such permit is not granted, the parole board shall, at 
least once in each ensuing three year period, consider carefully and 
thoroughly the merits of each such case on the question of releasing such 
prisoner on parole, and may, by a vote of four-fifths of all its members, 
grant such parole permit. 

Such terms and conditions may be revised, altered and amended, and 
may be revoked, by the parole board at any time. The violation by the 
holder of such permit or any of its terms or conditions, or of any law of 
the commonwealth, may render such permit void, and thereupon, or if 
such permit has been revoked, the parole board may order his arrest and 
his return to prison, in accordance with the provisions of section one hun
dred and forty-nine. 

SECTION 2. Section one hundred and fifty-four A of said chapter one 
hundred and twenty-seven is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 3. The provisions of section one hundred and thirty-three A 
of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the General Laws, inserted 
by section one of this act, shall apply to prisoners sentenced before as well 
as after the effective date of this act. Approved November 22, 1965. 

Chap. 767. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE TEMPORARY MAINTENANCE 
OF THE RUTLAND HOSPITAL PROPERTY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is, in part, to provide forthwith funds for the main
tenance of the Rutland Hospital, therefore it is hereby declared to be 
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Funds which from time to time have been or shall be 
made available to the Rutland Hospital or to the Rutland Heights Hos
pital are hereby made available for the purposes of the maintenance of 
the Rutland Hospital until said Rutland Hospital is disposed of; pro
vided, that so much of said funds as are not required for such mainte-


