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one or more branch offices in the city or town where its principal office 
is located, or in any other city or town in the same county having no 
commercial banking facilities or having banking facilities which, in the 
opinion of the board, are inadequate for the public convenience. All 
petitions for the establishment of a branch office shall state therein the 
specific area, location or street address, if available, where such proposed 
branch is to be located. A branch office so authorized shall be estab
lished within one year of the board's approval thereof, except that the 
board may extend the time in which such branch office may be estab
lished, without further notice or hearing unless the board shall order it. 
If the board refuses to grant a petition for the establishment of a branch 
office, no further action may be taken by the petitioner in relation to 
such branch office during the year following the date of such refusal 
except with the approval of the board, but the petitioner may as of right 
renew his petition to establish such branch office after the expiration of 
one year from the date of such refusal. Approved April 26, 1966. 

Chap. 201. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE QUESTION OF ACCEPTANCE 
OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW RELATIVE TO HOURS OF 
DUTY OF PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE CITY OF NORTHAMPTON BE PLACED UPON THE 
BALLOT IN SAID CITY AT THE STATE ELECTION IN THE 
CURRENT YEAR. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The following question shall be placed upon the ballot in the city of 
Northampton at the biennial state election to be held in the current 
year: — "Shall section 58D of chapter 48 of the General Laws, provid
ing for a 42-hour work week for permanent members of the uniformed 
fire fighting force, be accepted?" If a majority of the votes cast in 
answer to said question is in the affirmative, said section fifty-eight D 
shall take effect in the city of Northampton ninety days after said 
election. Approved April 26, 1966. 

C h a p . 2 0 2 . A N A C T R E L A T I V E T O T H E M A K I N G O F C O N T R A C T S B Y M U 

N I C I P A L I T I E S FOR THE DISPOSAL OF REFUSE BY COMPOSTING, 
SANITARY LAND FILL, OR BY ANY OTHER SANITARY MANNER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 4 of chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended 
by section 1 of chapter 227 of the acts of 1957, and inserting in place 
thereof the following paragraph: — 

A town may make contracts for the exercise of its corporate powers 
including the following purposes: For the disposal of its garbage, refuse 
and offal for a period not exceeding five years; provided, however, that 
a contract for the disposal of garbage, refuse, and offal by incineration, 
by composting, in a sanitary land fill, or in any other sanitary manner 
approved by the department of public health, may be for a period not 
exceeding twenty years, provided that such contract has been autho
rized by majority vote as defined in section one of chapter forty-four, 
and the terms thereof have been approved as reasonable by the emer-


