
182 ACTS, 1966. — CHAP. 236. 

Chap. 236. AN ACT RELATIVE TO SESSIONS FOR REGISTRATION OF 
VOTERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 26 of chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the first sentence, as amended by section 7 of 
chapter 437 of the acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing sentence: — The registrars, for the purpose of registering voters and 
receiving applications to qualify under section one A for voting for 
electors of president and vice-president, in the manner hereinafter pro
vided, shall hold such day and evening sessions as the town by by-law 
or the city by ordinance shall prescribe, and such other sessions at 
locations that they deem effective for the purpose of registering voters, 
and they may, for such purposes, use mobile registration units; but, 
except as provided in sections thirty-four and fifty, there shall be no 
registration of voters between ten o'clock in the evening on the thirty-
first day preceding, and the day following, the biennial state primary, 
the presidential primary and the biennial state election, nor in any city 
between ten o'clock in the evening on the twentieth day preceding and 
the day following a city election, or a city primary or preliminary elec
tion, nor in any town between ten o'clock in the evening on the twentieth 
day preceding and the day following the annual town meeting not
withstanding any contrary provision in any special law. 

SECTION 2. Section 29B of said chapter 51 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence, as appearing in section 6 of chapter 34 
of the acts of 1947, and inserting in place thereof the following two 
sentences: — In cities the registrars shall, within sixty days before the 
biennial state election or the regular city election, but on or before the 
last day fixed for registration, hold one or more sessions in one or more 
suitable places in each ward of the city. They shall hold at least one 
night session in each week during the last three weeks prior to the close of 
registration at their principal office, and they shall hold at least one session 
on a Saturday during the last two weeks prior to the close of registration. 

SECTION 3. Section 30 of said chapter 51 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first two sentences, as appearing in section 7 of said chap
ter 34, and inserting in place thereof the following three sentences: — 
In towns divided into voting precincts the registrars shall, within sixty 
days before the biennial state election or the annual town meeting, 
as the case may be, but in each case on or before the last day fixed for 
registration, hold one or more sessions in each voting precinct. They 
shall hold at least one night session in each week during the last three 
weeks prior to the close of registration, at their principal office, and they 
shall hold at least one session on a Saturday during the last two weeks 
prior to the close of registration. In towns not divided into precincts 
they shall, during the same periods, hold similar sessions in one or more 
suitable places. 

SECTION 4. Section 31 of said chapter 51, as appearing in the Ter
centenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following sen
tence : — If the final day for registration of voters preceding the bi
ennial state primary, the presidential primary, or the biennial state 
election falls on a Saturday the registrars of each city and town shall 
hold sessions on said day whether or not the provisions of section one 
hundred and ten A of chapter forty-one are in effect in their respective 
cities or towns. Approved May 3, 1966. 


