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C h a p . 6 1 2 . A N A C T P L A C I N G T H E O F F I C E O F C H I E F O F T H E F I R E D E 

P A R T M E N T OF THE TOWN OF ARLINGTON UNDER THE CIVIL 
SERVICE LAW AND RULES UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF A 
VACANCY IN SAID OFFICE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of chief 

of the fire department of the town of Arlington after the effective date 
of this act, such office shall become subject to the civil service law and 
rules. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the 
town of Arlington. Approved September 2, 1966. 

Chap. 613. AN ACT INCREASING THE COMPENSATION FOR JURORS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 25 of chapter 262 of the General Laws, as most recently 
amended by chapter 435 of the acts of 1960, is hereby further amended 
by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing sentence: — The compensation of traverse jurors impanelled to 
try cases of murder in the first degree shall be sixteen dollars, and that . 
of all other traverse jurors and of grand jurors fourteen dollars, for each 
day's service. Approved September 2, 1966. 

Chap. 614. AN ACT DEFINING THE TERM "CHARITABLE HOME FOR THE 
AGED" AND PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING AND REGU
LATION OF SUCH HOMES. 

Be it enacted, etc., asfollpws: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 71, as most recently amended by chapter 469 of the 
acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 71. The department shall issue for a term of two years, and 
may renew for like terms, a license, subject to revocation by it for cause, 
to any person whom it deems responsible and suitable to establish or 
maintain a hospital, sanatorium, infirmary maintained in a town, rest 
home or charitable home for the aged, which meets the requirements of 
the department established in accordance with its rules and regulations, 
and shall issue for a term of one year, and may renew for a like term, a 
license subject to revocation by it for cause, to any responsible and suit-1 

able person to establish or maintain a convalescent or nursing home 
which meets such requirements. In the case of the transfer of ownership 
of a hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or nursing home, infirmary, rest 
home or charitable home for the aged, the application of the new owner 
for a license shall have the effect of a license for a period of three months 
when acknowledged by the department. In the case of an original ap
plication and an application for the renewal of a license, the local board 
of health shall first certify to the department, that, from its inspection 
and examination of said hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or nursing 
home, infirmary, rest home or charitable home for the aged, it is suitable 
for the purpose. Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the local board 
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of health to certify as required above may in writing appeal to the de
partment. The commissioner and the council, acting as the department, 
shall hold a public hearing and thereafter may modify, affirm or reverse 
the action of the local board of health. Notwithstanding any of the fore
going provisions, however, no original license shall be issued hereunder 
over the written disapproval of the local authorities having jurisdiction 
and no license shall be issued or renewed hereunder unless there shall be 
first submitted to the department by the authorities in charge of the 
hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or nursing home, infirmary, rest home 
or charitable home for the aged, with respect to each building occupied 
by patients, a certificate of inspection of the egresses, the means of 
preventing the spread of fire and the apparatus for extinguishing fire, 
issued by an inspector of the division of inspection of the department of 
public safety, and a certificate of inspection issued by the head of the 
local fire department certifying compliance with the local ordinances. 
Any applicant for an original license who is aggrieved by rejection of his 
application on the basis of such written disapproval may, within thirty 
days, make an appeal in writing from such refusal to a board of review 
which is hereby created for the department of public health, said board 
to consist of the commissioner of public health, the commissioner of 
public safety, the attorney general, the director of building construction 
in the commission on administration and finance and the state fire 
marshal or such persons as they may respectively designate to act in 
their stead. The board shall, within twenty days of the receipt of such 
appeal, give the parties in interest an opportunity to be heard and shall, 
within thirty days after such hearing, render a decision which shall be a 
matter of public record. When such an inspector, acting under section 
twenty-nine of chapter one hundred and forty-three, issues to an ap
plicant for a license to maintain a hospital, sanatorium, nursing or con
valescent home, infirmary maintained in a town, rest home or charitable 
home for the aged, an acknowledgment of an application for such a 
certificate, it shall have the same effect as the certificate, and the depart
ment shall issue a provisional approval for temporary operation for a 
period of six months. Nothing in this section or in sections seventy-two, 
seventy-two A or seventy-three shall be construed to revoke, supersede 
or otherwise affect any laws, ordinances, by-laws, rules or regulations 
relating to building, zoning, registration or maintenance of hospitals, 
sanatoria, convalescent or nursing homes, infirmaries maintained in 
towns, rest homes or charitable homes for the aged. Upon a written 
request by an applicant who is aggrieved by the refusal to renew such 
a license, or by a holder who is aggrieved by the revocation of such a 
license, as the case may be, the commissioner and the council shall hold 
a public hearing after due notice and thereafter may modify, affirm or 
reverse the action of the department. In no case shall the revocation 
of such a license take effect in less than thirty days after written notifi
cation by the department to the hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or 
nursing home, infirmary, rest home, or charitable home for the aged. 
The fee for the issue or renewal of each license in the case of a hospital 
or sanatorium shall be fifty dollars and in the case of a convalescent or 
nursing home, infirmary maintained in a town, rest home or charitable 
home for the aged, shall be twenty-five dollars and the license shall not 
be transferable or assignable and shall be issued only for the premises 
named in the application. For the purposes of this section and sections 
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seventy-two, seventy^two A and seventy-three, a hospital or sanatorium 
is defined as any institution, however named, whether conducted for 
charity or for profit, which is advertised, announced or maintained for 
the express or implied purpose of caring for persons admitted thereto 
for the purpose of diagnosis or medical or surgical treatment which is 
rendered within said institution, except an institution caring exclusively 
for cases of mental diseases and licensed by, or under the general super
vision of, the department of mental health. A convalescent or nursing' 
home is defined as any institution, however named, whether conducted 
for charity or profit, which is advertised, announced or maintained for 
the express or implied purpose of caring for three or more persons 
admitted thereto for the purpose of nursing or convalescent care. An 
infirmary maintained in a town is an infirmary which hitherto the de
partment of public welfare has been directed to visit by section seven of 
chapter one hundred and twenty-one. A rest home is defined as any 
institution, however named, which is advertised, announced or main
tained for the express or implied purpose of providing care incident to 
old age to three or more persons who are ambulatory and who need 
supervision. A charitable home for the aged is defined as any institu
tion, however named, conducted for charitable purposes which is main
tained for the purpose of providing a retirement home for elderly per
sons and which may provide nursing care within the home for its resi
dents. Nursing institutions licensed by the department of mental health 
for mental cases shall not be licensed or inspected by the department of 
public health. Convalescent or nursing homes conducted in accordance 
with the practice and principle of the body known as the Church of 
Christ, Scientist shall be inspected by the department under regulations 
pertaining to sanitation. The inspections herein provided shall be in 
addition to any other inspections required by law. 

No major repair, alteration, or addition shall be made to any licensed 
convalescent or nursing home unless such major repair, alteration or 
addition is made in accordance with the same standards relative to fire
proof construction and fire-resistive materials as are required of an ap
plicant for an original license for the establishment or maintenance of a 
nursing or convalescent home, nor shall any such major repair, alteration 
or addition be made without the prior approval of the commissioner or 
of a qualified person designated by him. 

Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of this section, no 
original license for the establishment or maintenance of a convalescent 
or nursing home shall be issued by the department unless the applicant • 
for such license submits to the department a certificate of an inspector 
of the division of inspection of the department of public safety that each 
building to be occupied by patients of such convalescent or nursing home 
is of at least Class 2 construction as set forth in rules and regulations of 
said department relating to structural safety and prevention of fire in 
connection with the construction of school houses. 

The licensee of every convalescent or nursing home shall annually 
file with the department, at the time his license is renewed, a sworn 
statement of the names and addresses of the owners of such home and, 
if such licensee is not the owner of the real property occupied and used 
as such home, the names and addresses of the owners of such real 
property. In case the licensee is a corporation such statement shall set 
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forth the names and addresses of all stockholders who, of record, hold 
ten per cent or more of the capital stock. 

The department may, when public necessity and convenience require, 
or to prevent undue hardship to an applicant or licensee, under such 
rules and regulations as it may adopt, grant a temporary, provisional or 
probationary license under this section; provided, however, that no 
such license shall be for a term exceeding one year. 

SECTION 2. Section 72 of said chapter 111 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first paragraph, as amended by section 2 of chapter 545 
of the acts of 1957, and inserting in place thereof the following para
graph: — 

The department shall classify all hospitals and sanatoria and shall 
promulgate rules for the conduct of the same. Such rules and regulations 
for hospitals and sanatoria shall include minimum requirements for 
diagnostic and therapeutic facilities for the study, diagnosis and treat
ment of patients, the keeping of proper medical records, and, in addition 
in the case of any maternity hospital or maternity service, such minimum 
requirements as are necessary for the identification and protection of 
infants born therein. The department shall further classify convalescent 
and nursing homes, infirmaries maintained in towns, rest homes and 
charitable homes for the aged, and shall after a public hearing promul
gate rules and regulations for the conduct of the same. Such rules and 
regulations for convalescent and nursing homes, infirmaries, rest homes 
and charitable homes for the aged shall include minimum requirements 
for medical and nursing care, the keeping of proper medical and nursing 
records and sanitation. The department or its agents and the board of 
health or its agents of the city or town wherein any portion of such 
hospital, sanatorium, convalescent home or nursing home, infirmary, 
rest home or charitable home for the aged is located may visit and in
spect such institution at any time. 

SECTION 3. Section 72A of said chapter 111 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence, as amended by section 3 of chapter 545 of 
the acts of 1957, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — 
The department shall appoint an advisory committee on hospitals, san
atoria, convalescent and nursing homes, infirmaries maintained in towns, 
rest homes and charitable homes for the aged to consist of representatives 
of the medical and nursing professions, hospital administrators and hos
pital trustees, who shall serve at the pleasure of the department, and two 
of such positions shall at all times be filled by persons appointed upon 
the recommendation of the Massachusetts Hospital Association. 

SECTION 4. Section 73 of said chapter 111 is hereby amended by strik
ing out the first sentence, as most recently amended by chapter 762 of 
the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — 
Whoever establishes or maintains, or is concerned in establishing or 
maintaining, a hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or nursing home, 
infirmary maintained in a town, a rest home or charitable home for the 
aged or is engaged in any such business, without a license granted under 
section seventy-one, or whoever being licensed under said section violates 
any provision of sections seventy-one to seventy-three, inclusive, shall 
for a first offense be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars, and for a subsequent offense by a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than two years. 
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SECTION 5. Section 1 of chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the paragraph defining "Institution", as 
amended by section 1 of chapter 446 of the acts of 1959, and inserting 
in place thereof the following paragraph: — 

"Institution", any hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or nursing 
home, infirmary maintained in a city or town, private infirmary, rest 
home or charitable home for the aged, licensed by and under the super
vision of the department of public health; any hospital, sanatorium or 
establishment, public or private, licensed by and under the supervision 
of the department of mental health under the provisions of section forty 
of chapter one hundred and twenty-three; and any building used or 
occupied for the purpose of providing group care therein by any chil
dren's foster care agency licensed by the department of public welfare 
under the provisions of section fifteen of chapter one hundred and 
nineteen. 

SECTION 6. Section 3Q of said chapter 143, inserted by section 1 of 
chapter 630 of the acts of 1962, is hereby amended by striking out the 
first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the pro
visions of this chapter relative to the safety of persons and the prevention 
of fire in convalescent or nursing homes, rest homes and charitable 
homes for the aged licensed under the provisions of section seventy-one 
of chapter one hundred and. eleven, including the regulation of the in
spection, materials, construction, alteration and repair of such homes, 
shall be enforced under rules and regulations promulgated by the de
partment. 

SECTION 7. Section 15 of said chapter 143 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence, as most recently amended by section 1 of 
chapter 687 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing sentence: — No building which is designed to be used, or in which 
alteration shall be made for the purpose of using it, or continuing its 
use, in whole or in part, as a public building, a public or private school, 
a hotel or family hotel, or as a factory, workshop or mercantile or other 
establishment, and which has accommodations for ten or more em
ployees, or as a hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or nursing home, 
infirmary maintained in a city or town, private infirmary or rest home 
housing three or more patients, charitable home for the aged, or as a 
day care service for children, licensed by and under the supervision of 
the department of public health, grandstand, stadium, bleacher or arena, 
or for the purpose of providing group care therein by a children's foster 
care agency licensed by the department of public welfare under the pro
visions of section fifteen of chapter one hundred and nineteen and no 
building more than two stories in height designed to be used above 
the second story, or in which alteration shall be made for the purpose of 
using it, or continuing its use, in whole or in part, as an office building, 
dormitory, apartment house, boarding house, lodging house or tenement 
house, and to have eight or more rooms above said story, shall be 
erected, and no alteration shall be made therein, until a copy of the plans 
and specifications thereof has been deposited with a supervisor of plans 
by the person causing its erection or alteration or by the architect thereof. 

SECTION 8. Section 21 of said chapter 143 is hereby amended by strik
ing out the first sentence, as most recently amended by section 2 of 
said chapter 687, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — 
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The owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession of any building, in whole 
or in part, used as a public building, hotel or family hotel, or as a fac
tory, workshop, mercantile or other establishment, and which has ac
commodations for ten or more employees, or of a hospital, sanatorium, 
convalescent or nursing home, infirmary maintained in a city or town, 
private infirmary, rest home, charitable home for the aged or of a day 
care service for children, licensed by and under the supervision of the 
department of public health, building used or occupied for the purpose 
of providing group care therein by any children's foster care agency 
licensed by the department of public welfare under the provisions of 
section fifteen of chapter one hundred and nineteen, a grandstand, 
stadium, bleacher or arena, or of an office building, dormitory, apart
ment house, boarding house, lodging house or tenement house which 
has eight or more rooms above the second stoiy, or in which ten or more 
persons are accommodated, lodge or reside above the second story, to 
which building sections fifteen to sixty, inclusive, apply, shall provide 
such building with proper egresses or other means of escape from fire 
sufficient for the use of all persons employed, lodged or resident therein; 
provided, that in all buildings subject to this section, other than mer
cantile establishments, hotels and buildings used solely for office pur
poses, such egresses or means of escape, from fire shall also be sufficient 
for the use of all persons accommodated or assembled therein; and, in 
such mercantile establishments, hotels and buildings used solely for 
office purposes, shall be sufficient, to the greatest extent compatible, in 
the opinion of the inspector, with the reasonable use thereof, for the use 
of all persons accommodated or assembled therein; and provided, fur
ther, that no owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession of a building 
subject to any provision of this section shall be deemed to have violated 
this provision unless he has been notified in writing by an inspector as 
to what additional egresses or means of escape from fire are necessary, 
and for thirty days has neglected or refused to provide the same. 

SECTION 9. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 33, as most recently amended by section 4 of chapter 446 
of the acts of 1959, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 33. In every city, town and district wherein there is in force 
a building code, so called, established under authority of section three 
or corresponding provisions of earlier law or established by or under 
authority of any other provision of law, the provisions of sections fifteen, 
seventeen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-one A, twenty-one B, twenty-
one C, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty, 
thirty-one, forty-two, forty-three, forty-nine, fifty-one, fifty-two, fifty-
three, fifty-four, fifty-seven and fifty-nine relative to buildings other 
than churches, theatres, special halls, public halls, schoolhouses and 
buildings owned or occupied by the commonwealth or by any county, 
or other than hospitals, sanatoria, convalescent or nursing homes, in
firmary maintained in a city or town, private infirmaries, rest homes or 
charitable homes for the aged, licensed by and under the supervision of 
the department of public health, buildings used or occupied for the 
purpose of providing group care therein by any children's foster care 
agency licensed by the department of public welfare under the provisions 
of section fifteen of chapter one hundred and nineteen, hotels, family 
hotels, grandstands, stadia, bleachers or arenas, shall, unless otherwise 
provided, be enforced by the inspector or inspectors of buildings of such 
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city, town or district and the terms "supervisor of plans", "chief of 
inspections" and "inspector", as used in said sections and in sections 
fifty-five and fifty-six, shall include an inspector of buildings of such 
city, town or district, and shall be enforced in accordance with the 
regulations authorized by section fifty-four; in all other cities and towns 
the provisions of said sections shall be enforced in accordance with their 
specific terms. 

SECTION 10. The provisions of this act shall not affect the validity of 
any existing license issued by the department to any institution which 
qualifies as a charitable home for the aged. 

Approved September 2, 1966. 

C h a p . 615 . A N A C T E S T A B L I S H I N G T H E O F F I C E O F E X E C U T I V E S E C R E 

T A R Y TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SERVICE TO YOUTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The second paragraph of section 69 of chapter 6 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in section 3 of chapter 766 of the acts of 1955, is hereby 
amended by striking out the seventh sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence: — The advisory committee on service to 
youth shall elect an executive secretary to the committee who shall not 
be subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one and who shall receive a 
salary of twenty-five hundred dollars. Approved September 2, 1966. 

Chap. 81G. AN ACT INCREASING THE COMPENSATION OF ELECTION 
OFFICIALS IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provision of general or special law 
to the contrary, the compensation of wardens serving at elections and 
primaries in the city of Boston shall'be thirty-two dollars, and the com
pensation of clerks serving thereat shall be thirty dollars and the com
pensation of inspectors serving thereat shall be twenty-five dollars. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the city 
of Boston. Approved September 2, 1966. 

Chap. 817. AN ACT AUTHORIZING CITIES AND TOWNS TO BORROW 
MONEY IN THE YEARS NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-
SIX AND NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN FOR THE 
DEMOLISHING OF CERTAIN BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Subject to the provisions of this act, any city or town, 
by a two thirds vote as defined in section one of chapter forty-four of the 
General Laws, and with the approval of the mayor or selectmen and of 
the emergency finance board established under section one of chapter 
forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, hereinafter 
called the board, may borrow in each of the years nineteen hundred 
and sixty-six and nineteen hundred and sixty-seven inside its limit of 
indebtedness as prescribed by section ten of said chapter forty-four, for 
use only for meeting appropriations made to meet the costs and expenses 


