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amended by chapter 146 of the acts of 1965, the following two sen
tences:— Any patient so transferred shall be returned to the institu
tion from which he was transferred by the end of the sixty-day period. 
The commissioner shall, at the time of the transfer, transmit a written 
statement setting forth the reasons for the transfer to the commissioner 
of correction. 

SECTION 3. Said section 20 of said chapter 123 is hereby amended 
by striking out the eighth paragraph, added by chapter 593 of the 
acts of 1963. 

SECTION 4. Section 22A of said chapter 123, as most recently 
amended by chapter 596 of the acts of 1963, is hereby further amended 
by striking out the third paragraph and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph: — 

Upon the certification of the medical director of the Bridgewater 
state hospital that any patient who has been transferred from another 
state hospital or who has been otherwise committed to the Bridgewater 
state hospital and is no longer under sentence, is not an escape risk or 
dangerous to other patients or personnel and is thereby a fit subject for 
transfer to a state hospital, the commissioner of correction shall request 
the commissioner of mental health to execute such a transfer and shall 
transmit a copy of such certification with such request. Within thirty 
days the commissioner of mental health shall communicate his ap
proval of such transfer request to the commissioner of correction and 
execute the transfer or shall request a hearing before any court having 
jurisdiction over original commitments under sections fifty and fifty-
one. The court shall hear and determine whether or not the patient is 
a fit subject for transfer. If the court determines that the patient is a 
fit subject for transfer, it shall order the patient transferred. If the 
commissioner of mental health fails to approve such request or to re
quest such hearing within said thirty-day period, he shall be deemed 
to have approved such transfer. All transfers which have been ap
proved or ordered by any of the aforesaid procedures shall be made 
forthwith and to a state hospital designated by the commissioner of 
mental health. . Approved September 18, 1967. 

C h a p . 619. A N A C T AUTHORIZING T H E CIVIL COMMITMENT OF CER
TAIN MENTALLY ILL PERSONS TO BRIDGEWATER STATE 
HOSPITAL. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the civil commitment to 
Bridgewater state hospital of certain mentally ill persons who are so 
dangerous to themselves and others that strict security is required and 
who are not proper subjects for confinement at another mental hospital, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public safety and convenience. 

. Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after section 51 the following section: —• 

Section 51 A. If a court, acting in compliance with the provisions of 
this chapter, determines that a male person is a proper subject for 
commitment to any institution for the mentally ill under the jurisdic-
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tion of the department of mental health, and, after consideration of all 
the evidence finds further, (1) that such person is so dangerous to 
himself or others that strict security is required for his confinement and 
(2) that such person is not a proper subject for confinement at any 
appropriate institution for the mentally ill under the jurisdiction of the 
department, said court may order such person committed to the Bridge-
water state hospital. Such further findings shall be in writing and shall 
be entered upon the order of commitment and the record of the court's 
proceedings. 

The status of such person shall, within sixty days of his commitment, 
be reviewed by the medical director of the Bridgewater state hospital 
who shall within said period cause the department to transfer such 
person to an appropriate institution under its jurisdiction; provided, 
however, that such person shall remain confined at the Bridgewater 
state hospital if the medical director determines (1) that such person is 
so dangerous to himself or others that strict security is required for his 
confinement and (2) that such person is not a proper subject for confine
ment at an appropriate institution for the mentally ill under the juris
diction of the department. Such determination shall be in writing and 
shall be entered upon such person's hospital record. The status of any 
person who remains so confined at the Bridgewater state hospital shall be 
reviewed by the medical director within eight months of the date of his 
commitment, and within said period the medical director shall repeat 
the procedure set forth above under the same terms and conditions. 
Thereafter, such review shall be made and such procedure followed by 
the medical director at least as frequently as every six months. Every 
such review shall include a thorough clinical examination of such person 
by the medical director or his designee. Written notice of every de
termination of the status of such person made by the medical director 
under this section shall be given forthwith to such person, to his nearest 
relative or guardian, if any, and to the superintendent of the Massa
chusetts Correctional Institution, Bridgewater. 

The provisions of this section shall be construed to be in addition to, 
and not in limitation of, any other provision of law authorizing the com
mitment or transfer of any person to the Bridgewater state hospital. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 19 of chapter 125 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 16 of chapter 715 of the acts of 
1956, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "chapter", in 
line 11, the words:—or mentally ill persons committed under section 
fifty-one A of said chapter. Approved September 18, 1967, 

Chap. 620. AN ACT ESTABLISHING SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR PERSONS 
ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED OR CONFINED UNLAWFULLY AT 
BRIDGEWATER STATE HOSPITAL AND STATE HOSPITALS 
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL 
HEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to provide forthwith an opportunity for immediate 
relief to certain persons allegedly committed or confined unlawfully at 
the Bridgewater state hospital and at state hospitals under the juris-


