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Chap. 626. A N ACT REQUIRING PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE SPECIAL 
TRAINING AND TREATMENT FOR EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED 
CHILDREN WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND REGULAR 
CLASSES. 

Be it enacted, etc,, as follows: 

Section 46H of chapter 71 of the General Laws, inserted by section 1 
of chapter 750 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amended by striking out the 
third paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:— 

In every town, regional school district or school superintendency union 
where there are emotionally disturbed children unable to attend regular 
classes but who are able to participate in public school programs for 
emotionally disturbed children, such children shall be given such special 
training and treatment as may be approved by the departments of 
education and mental health. Approved September 18, 1967. 

Chap. 627. A N ACT PROVIDING FOR THE NONCRIMINAL DISPOSITION OF 
COMPLAINTS FOR THE VIOLATION OF CITY AND TOWN DOG 
CONTROL LAWS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 173 the following section: —• 

Section 17SA. Whenever a complaint is sought in a district court 
for a violation of an ordinance or by-law, made under the provisions of 
section one hundred and seventy-three, the clerk shall send a written 
notice to the person complained against stating that such a complaint 
has been sought and will issue unless such person appears before such 
clerk and confesses the offense either personally or through an agent 
duly authorized in writing, or by mailing to such clerk, with the notice 
the fine provided herein. If it is the first offense subject to this section 
committed by such person within a calendar year, the clerk shall dis
miss the charge without the payment of any fine; if it is the second 
offense so committed in such city or town in the calendar year the pay
ment to the clerk of a fine of two dollars shall operate as a final disposi
tion of the case; if it is the third offense so committed in such city or 
town in a calendar year payment of a fine of five dollars shall operate 
as a final disposition of the case; and if it is the fourth or subsequent 
offense so committed in such city or town in the calendar year the pay
ment of a fine of ten dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the 
case. Such payment shall be made only by postal note, money order 
or check. 

Proceedings under this section shall not be deemed criminal; and no 
person notified to appear before the clerk of a district court as provided 
herein shall be required to report to any probation officer, and no record 
of the case shall be entered in the probation records. 

If a person notified to appear, as hereinbefore provided, fails to ap
pear or pay the fine within twenty-one days of the sending of the notice, 
or having appeared, does not desire to avail himself of the procedure 
established by this section, the clerk shall issue the complaint and the 
procedure established for criminal cases shall be followed. 

If any person fails to appear in accordance with the summons issued 
upon such-complaint, the clerk of the court shall send such person, by 
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registered mail, return receipt requested, a notice that the complaint is 
pending and that, if the person fails to appear within twenty-one days 
from the sending of such notice, a warrant for his arrest will be issued. 

Approved September 18, 1967. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, September 22, 1967. 
The Honorable KEVIN H. WHITE, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, 

Boston, Massachusetts. 
DEAR M R . SECRETARY: — I, John A. Volpe, pursuant to the provi

sions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the 
Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the 
law being Chapter 627 of the Acts of 1967, entitled "An Act providing 
for the Noncriminal Disposition of Complaints for the Violation of City 
and Town Dog Control Laws." and the enactment of which received 
my approval on September 18, 1967, should take effect forthwith. 

Inasmuch as the present law indicates that the commission of an 
offense under this chapter is a criminal offense and Chapter 627 now 
takes it out of the criminal violation category, the postponement of this 
act for 90 days would defeat its purpose and intent. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. VOLPE, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, September 25, 1967. 

I, Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 
that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His Excel
lency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at ten 
o'clock and fifty-eight minutes, A.M., on the above date, and in accor
dance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Constitution 
said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter six hundred and 
twenty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

KEVIN H. WHITE, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 628. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF 
PRECINCTS IN THE TOWN OF DARTMOUTH AND REGULAT
ING THE MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
OF SAID TOWN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 674 of the acts of 1962 is hereby amended by 

striking out section 1 and inserting in place thereof the following sec
tion: — 
• Section 1. There shall be established in the town of Dartmouth a 
board of public works, hereinafter called the board, consisting of seven 
members, one member from each voting precinct and one member at 
large; provided, however, in the event the districting board of said 
town, acting under authority of section one of chapter twenty-six of 
the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, increases the number 
of voting precincts to more than six, then the tenure of the precinct 


