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registered voters voting on the same at such election vote in favor 
thereof. 

The petition described in this section shall be termed a referendum 
petition and section forty-one shall apply to the procedure in respect 
thereto, except that the words "measure or part thereof protested 
against" shall for this purpose be understood to replace "measure" in 
said section wherever it may occur, and "referendum" shall be under
stood to replace the word "initiative" in said section. 

SECTION 46. The city council may, of its own motion, and shall, upon 
request of the school committee if a measure originates with that com
mittee and pertains to the affairs under its administration, submit to a 
vote of the registered voters of the city for adoption or rejection at a 
general or special city election any proposed measure, or a proposition 
for the repeal or amendment of any measure, in the same manner and 
with the same force and effect as are hereby provided for submission on 
petition. 

SECTION 47. If two or more proposed measures passed at the same 
election contain conflicting provisions, only the one receiving the greater 
number of affirmative votes shall take effect. 

SECTION 48. All official bonds, recognizances, obligations, contracts 
and all other instruments entered into or executed by or to the town of 
Methuen before the organization of the city government under this act 
and all taxes, special assessments', fines, penalties, forfeitures incurred 
or imposed, due or owing to the town, shall be enforced and collected, 
and all writs, prosecutions, actions and causes of action, except as 
herein otherwise provided, shall continue without abatement and re
main unaffected by this act; and no legal act done by or in favor of the 
town shall be rendered invalid by the acceptance of this act. 

All laws, by-laws, rules and regulations, general or special, relating to 
the town of Methuen, in force at the time when this act takes full effect, 
shall, until altered, amended or repealed, continue in full force and 
effect in the city of Methuen, so far as the same are not inconsistent 
herewith. 
• SECTION 49. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the voters 
of the town of Methuen at the annual town meeting to be held in the 
year nineteen hundred and sixty-eight in the form of the following ques
tion, which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used for the 
election of town officers at said meeting: — "Shall the town of Methuen 
adopt a city form of government consisting of a mayor, a city council 
of six members elected at large, and a school committee consisting of 
the mayor and six members elected at large, with all candidates therefor 
being nominated at preliminary elections?" If a majority of the votes 
in answer to said question is in the affirmative, this act shall thereupon 
take full effect, but not otherwise. Approved October SO, 1967. 

C h a p . 713. A N A C T AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BROCKTON TO APPRO
PRIATE MONEY FOR THE PAYMENT OF AND TO PAY A CERTAIN 
UNPAID BILL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

. SECTION 1. The city of Brockton is hereby authorized to appro
priate the sum of four hundred and ninety-four dollars for the payment 
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of and after such appropriation the treasurer of said city is hereby 
authorized to pay an unpaid bill in said amount to Leskorp, Inc., for 
the rental of certain vehicles to the police department of said city during 
the months of November and December, nineteen hundred and sixty-
six, which bill is legally unenforceable against said city by reason of its 
having been incurred in the absence of any available appropriation 
therefor. 

SECTION 2. No bill shall be approved by the auditor of said city 
for payment or paid by the treasurer thereof under authority of this 
act unless and until a certificate has been signed and filed with said city 
auditor, stating under the penalties of perjury that the services for 
which said bill has been submitted were ordered by an official or an 
employee of said city, and that such services were rendered to said city. 

SECTION 3. Any person who knowingly files a certificate required 
"by section~two_ whictr is~f alsepand-who-thereby-receives payment - f or_ 
services which were not rendered to said city, shall be punished by im
prisonment for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than 
three hundred dollars, or both. Approved October SO, 1967. 

Chap. 714. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEFERRED, COUNTING OF 
BALLOTS ON THE QUESTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
VOTERS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE AT THE MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION IN THE CURRENT YEAR, RELATIVE TO THE WAR 
IN VIETNAM, AND PROVIDING THAT ABSENT VOTING BALLOTS 
ON SAID QUESTION MAY BE RECEIVED LATE AND BE 
COUNTED AT THE TIME OF SAID DEFERRED COUNTING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special 
law, the city of Cambridge is authorized to postpone until November 
twenty-eighth of the current year the count of the ballots cast on the 
question to be voted on in said city at the municipal election on Novem
ber seventh of said year, relative to the Vietnam war. Said city shall 
include in such count any absent voting ballot received by the election 
commission prior to five o'clock in the afternoon of November twenty-
seventh of said year. When the ballot boxes are opened at the central 
counting place as provided in section eight of chapter fifty-four of the 
General Laws, the election officers shall sort the ballots, shall ascertain 
the number of ballots cast on the question in each precinct, and shall 
publicly announce the number of such ballots cast in each precinct. 
The ballots on the question shall then be packaged by precincts and 
shall be sealed up and kept in a secure place to be specified by the election 
commission until the morning of November twenty-eighth. Absent 
voting ballots received after the closing of the polls oh November 
seventh and before five o'clock on the afternoon of November twenty-
seventh shall be deposited unopened by the election commission in a 
separate locked container in the office of the election commission, and 
shall be opened and the ballots containing said question taken out and 
included for counting with the other ballots on the question on Novem
ber twenty-eighth. The counting of the ballots on said question shall 
be done at a central location and all laws relative to the casting or count-


