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participating in such work release program and permitted to leave his 
place of confinement for the purpose of working in gainful employment, 
as herein provided, who leaves his place of employment without per
mission of his employer and with the intention of not returning to his 
place of confinement, or who having been ordered by the sheriff or the 
work release supervisor to return to his place of confinement neglects 
or refuses to do so, shall be held to have escaped from such house of 
correction, and shall be arrested and returned to such house of correc
tion, and, upon conviction of such escape, shall be sentenced for a term 
not to exceed one year or the term for which he was originally sentenced, 
whichever is the lesser. 

The expense of the arrest and return of any such inmate shall be paid 
in the same manner as the expense of the arrest and return of an inmate 
who escapes from a house of correction. 

Nothing in this act shall be construed to affect eligibility for release 
or parole. 

SECTION 2. Chapter eight hundred and three of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and sixty-five is hereby repealed. 

Approved December 26, 1967. 

C h a p . 8 2 2 . A N A C T R E L A T I V E T O T H E P R O C E D U R E F O R T H E R E P O S 

S E S S I O N AND DISPOSITION OF CONSUMER GOODS SUBJECT 
TO CERTAIN SECURITY INTEREST, WHERE THE DEBTOR IS 
IN DEFAULT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 255 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting be
fore section 14 the following two sections: •— 

Section 181. (a) A secured party who is a lender of money, or his 
assignee, may repossess consumer goods subject to a security interest 
when the debtor is in default under a security agreement. Unless the 
goods may be repossessed without the use of force, they shall be re
possessed by legal process. Not less than fourteen days before he re
possesses, the secured party may, if he so desires, give written notice to 
the debtor of his intention to repossess. The notice shall state the de
fault and the period, if any, at the end of which the goods may be re
possessed, and shall briefly state the debtor's rights in case the goods 
are repossessed. 

(b) Within five days after goods are repossessed, the secured party 
shall give written notice to the debtor stating briefly (1) that the goods, 
including a general description thereof, have been repossessed; (2) the 
debtor's right to redeem and the amount payable therefor; (3) the 
debtor's rights as to a resale and his liability for a deficiency; and 
(4) the exact address where any payment is to be made or notice sent. 

(c) After default and repossession of the goods and subject to the 
provisions of this section and section thirteen J the secured party may 
sell or otherwise dispose of the goods, the sale or disposition to be car
ried out in a commercially reasonable manner. Not less than five days 
before such sale or disposition, the secured party shall give written 
notice of the time and place of any public sale or of the time after 
which any private sale or other intended disposition is to be made. 
The notice may be combined with that required by paragraph (6). The 
proceeds of any disposition shall be applied in the following manner: 
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(1) If the secured party has given notice of his intention to repossess 
under this section, reasonable expenses of preparation of the goods for 
disposition and any obligation of the secured party to others for any 
reasonable costs in disposing of the goods; 

(2) If the secured party has given notice of his intention to repossess 
under this section, reasonable expenses of repossession and holding the 
goods, and reasonable attorney's fees where the attorney is not a sal
aried employee of the secured party; 

(3) Satisfaction of the unpaid time balance, delinquency and exten
sion charges, less finance charges and insurance premiums, if any, al
locable to installments due after repossession; 

(4) Surplus, if any, to the debtor without request. 
(d) No court shall enter a deficiency judgment against a debtor which 

includes a finance charge or insurance premiums allocable to install
ments due after repossession. A debtor whose goods have been re
possessed shall not be liable in a suit for a deficiency unless on the re
turn day of the suit the secured party files an affidavit signed either by 
the purchaser at the sale or by the secured party stating the price for 
which the goods were sold and the date and place of sale. 

(e) Any notice required by this section may be delivered to the debtor 
personally or be sent by registered or certified mail to his last known 
address and shall be deemed given when it is so delivered or mailed, as 
the case may be. 

(/) As used in this section and in section thirteen J, "repossessed" 
means taking of possession without regard to whether the secured party 
previously had possession. 

(g) Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for 
not more than six months, or both. 

Section 13J. (o) If consumer goods are repossessed within the com
monwealth, the secured party shall retain possession of the goods for 
fifteen days after notice has been given pursuant to section thirteen I, 
during which period the debtor may redeem the goods and become en
titled to take possession of them. 

(b) To redeem the goods, if the secured party has given notice of his 
intention to repossess under section thirteen I, the debtor shall: 

(1) Pay or tender the full amount due under the security agreement; 
(2) Perform or tender performance of any other promise for the 

breach of which the goods are repossessed; and 
(3) Pay the actual and reasonable expenses of repossessing and hold

ing the goods, including attorney's fees as provided in clause (2) of 
paragraph (c) of section thirteen I. 

(c) To redeem the goods, if the secured party has not given notice 
of his intention to repossess under section thirteen I, the debtor shall 
pay, perform or tender as required by paragraph (b) of this section but 
need not pay or tender any expenses specified in clauses (1) and (2) of 
paragraph (c) of section thirteen I. Approved December 26, 1967. 


