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C h a p . 8 5 1 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E M E T R O P O L I T A N D I S T R I C T C O M 

M I S S I O N TO CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A BOAT HOUSE ON 
OR NEAR CASTLE ISLAND IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized and di
rected to construct, operate and maintain an appropriate boat house 
with such appurtenances and additional facilities as may be deemed 
suitable therefor, on or near Castle Island in the city of Boston. For 
said purposes the metropolitan district commission may expend such 
sums as may be appropriated therefor. Approved January 2, 1968. 

Chap. 852. AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPENSATION OF VICTIMS 
OF VIOLENT CRIMES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting 
after chapter 258 the following chapter: — 

CHAPTER 258A. 

COMPENSATION OF VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIMES. 

Section 1. The following words as used in this chapter shall have 
the following meanings, unless the context requires otherwise: 

"Crime", an act committed in the commonwealth which, if com
mitted by a mentally competent, criminally responsible adult, who had 
no legal exemption or defense, would constitute a crime; provided that 
such act involves the application of force or violence or the threat of 
force or violence by the offender upon the victim; and provided, fur
ther, that no act involving the operation of a motor vehicle which re
sults in injury to another shall constitute a crime for the purpose of this 
chapter unless such injury was intentionally inflicted through the use 
of a motor vehicle. 

"Dependent", mother, father, spouse, spouse's mother, spouse's 
father, child, grandchild, adopted child, illegitimate child, niece or 
nephew, who is wholly or partially dependent for support upon and 
living with the victim at the time of his injury or death due to a crime 
alleged in a claim pursuant to this chapter. 

"Family", the spouse, parent, grandparent, step-mother, step
father, child, grandchild, brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, 
adopted children of parent, or spouse's parents of the offender. 

"Offender", a person who commits a crime. 
"Victim", a person who suffers personal injury or death as a direct 

result of a crime. 
Section 2. The district courts of the commonwealth shall, pursuant 

to the provisions of this chapter, have jurisdiction to determine and 
award compensation to victims of crimes. 

Such claims shall be brought in a district court within the territorial 
jurisdiction in which the claimant lives. A judge who has heard a 
criminal case in which the crime alleged as the basis of such claim shall 
not sit in determination of such claim. A judge who has heard such a 
claim shall not sit in a criminal case arising from a crime alleged in 


