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C h a p . 8 0 . A N A C T R E L A T I V E T O T H E T E R M S O F O F F I C E A N D Q U A L I 

F I C A T I O N S OF LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF PEST CONTROL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs: 
Section 13 of chapter 132 of the General Laws, as most recently 

amended by section 7 of chapter 657 of the acts of 1956, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the first three sentences and inserting 
in place thereof the following two sentences: — The city manager and 
the town manager in cities and towns having such a manager, otherwise 
the mayor in cities and the selectmen in towns, shall appoint for a term 
of three years a local superintendent of insect pest control, hereinafter 
called the local superintendent, for the suppression of the public nuisances 
named in section eleven. Said local superintendent shall be qualified 
by training and experience to enable him to carry out efficiently the 
powers and duties of his position, and shall possess a supervisory license 
issued under the rules and regulations of the pesticide board in the 
department of public health. Approved March 21,1968. 

Chap. 81. AN ACT CLARIFYING THE RIGHTS OF BAHA'IS SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLIES RELATIVE TO SOLEMNIZING MARRIAGES AND 
RELATIVE TO CERTAIN RELATED MATTERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 30 of chapter 207 of the General Laws, as most 

recently amended by section 1 of chapter 197 of the acts of 1946, is 
hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 15 and 16, the words 
"chairman of an incorporated local spiritual assembly" and inserting in 
place thereof the words: — authorized representative of a Spiritual 
Assembly. 

SECTION 2. Section 38 of said chapter 207, as most recently amended 
by section 1 of chapter 11 of the acts of 1965, is hereby further amended 
by striking out, in lines 22 and 23, the words "local spiritual assembly 
of the Baha'is according to the usage of their society" and inserting in 
place thereof the words: — Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is according 
to the usage of their community. 

SECTION 3. The third sentence of section 39 of said chapter 207, as 
appearing in chapter 54 of the acts of 1965, is hereby amended by strik
ing out, in line 3, the words "chairman of a spiritual assembly" and in
serting in place thereof the words: — authorized representative of a 
Spiritual Assembly. 

SECTION 4. Said chapter 207 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 40, as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 11 of 
the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section Ifl. Every justice of the peace, minister, rabbi, secretary of a 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is, leader of an Ethical Culture Society, 
and clerk or keeper of the records of a meeting wherein marriages among 
Friends or Quakers are solemnized shall make and keep a record of each 
marriage solemnized by him, or in such meeting, and of all facts rela
tive to the marriage required to be recorded by section one of chapter 
forty-six. He shall also, between the first and tenth days of the month 
following each marriage solemnized by him, return each certificate is
sued under section twenty-eight to the clerk or registrar who issued the 
same; and, if the marriage was solemnized in a town other than the place 
or places where the parties to the marriage resided, return a copy of the 
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certificate, or of either certificate if two were issued, to the clerk or regis
trar of the town where the marriage was solemnized. Each certificate 
and copy so returned shall contain a statement giving the place and date 
of marriage, attested by the signature of the person who solemnized the 
same or of said secretary of a Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is or of 
said leader of an Ethical Culture Society, or of said clerk or keeper of 
the records of a Friends or Quaker meeting. The person who solemnized 
the marriage shall add the title of the office by virtue of which the mar
riage was solemnized, as "justice of the peace", "minister of the gospel", 
"clergyman", "priest", "rabbi", "authorized representative of a 
Spiritual Assembly", or "leader of an Ethical Culture Society", and his 
residence. All certificates or copies so returned shall be recorded by 
the clerk or registrar receiving them. 

SECTION 5. Section 42 of said chapter 207, as most recently amended 
by section 3 of said chapter 11, is hereby further amended by striking 
out, in lines 4 and 5, the words "chairman of an incorporated local 
spiritual assembly" and inserting in place thereof the words: — autho
rized representative of a Spiritual Assembly. Approved March 21,1968 

Chap. 82. AN ACT INCREASING THE PENALTIES FOR INTERFERING 
WITH FIRE FIGHTING OPERATIONS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 268 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 

section 32A, inserted by chapter 289 of the acts of 1966, and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 32A. Whoever willfully obstructs, interferes with or hinders 
a fire fighter in the lawful performance of his duty, or whoever willfully 
obstructs, interferes with or hinders a fire fighting force in the lawful 
performance of its duty, shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment 
in a jail or house of correction for not less than thirty days nor more 
than two and one half years or by imprisonment in the state prison for 
not more than five years, or by both such fine and imprisonment in a 
jail or house of correction. Approved March 21, 1968. 

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, April 10, 1968. 

The Honorable JOHN F . X. DAVOBEN, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DEAR M R . SECRETARY: — I, Francis W. Sargent, pursuant to the 
provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, 
the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the 
law being chapter 82 of the Acts of 1968, entitled "An Act increasing 
the Penalties for Interfering with Fire Fighting Operations." and the 
enactment of which received my approval on March 21, 1968, should 
take effect forthwith. 

Postponement of this act for 90 days would delay its intent which, 
increases the penalty for interfering with fire fighting operations. We 
are all aware, I am sure, of the danger that our fire fighters have been 
subjected to while on their way in response to a call for aid. By making 
this act effective immediately, it would give pause to those who would 


