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institution or from institution to institution and persons certified by a 
district attorney as engaged in investigation shall be reimbursed for the 
expense of mid-day meals when necessarily engaged on such duty; and 
provided, further, that county officers and employees in attendance at 
meetings and conferences called by or for any group or class on a state
wide basis shall be so reimbursed. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, not more 
than two employees of a county may be reimbursed for meals and other 
expenses incurred in attendance at a meeting or conference called by or 
for any group or class on a statewide basis. 

No moneys appropriated under this act shall be expended by county 
officers or employees for monthly telephone service furnished to such 
officers or employees at places other than regular offices. 

No moneys appropriated under this act shall be approved by the 
county commissioners and expended by the county treasurer for any 
unpaid bills of previous years which were incurred prior to January first 
of nineteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

SECTION 4. The allowance to county officers and employees for ex
penses incurred by them in the operation of motor vehicles owned by 
them or by any member of their immediate families and used in the 
performance of their official duties shall not exceed eight cents a mile, 
except in cases where a higher allowance is specifically provided by 
statute; provided that in the case of commitments of the insane the 
justice of the court ordering the commitment may order a higher rate, 
but not to exceed forty cents a mile one way. No expenditures shall be 
made for travel outside the commonwealth for attendance at conferences 
or conventions. 

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved April 11, 1968. 

Chap. 149. AN ACT MAKING A CORRECTIVE CHANGE IN THE LAW 
RELATIVE TO THE CIVIL SERVICE STATUS OF THE DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONERS AND ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 8, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 8. The provisions of section nine A of chapter thirty and the 
provisions of chapter thirty-one shall not apply to the office of com
missioner. If an employee of the commonwealth or of a political sub
division, as defined in section one of chapter thirty-two, shall be ap
pointed to the office of commissioner, he shall upon termination of his 
service in such office be restored to the position which he held 
immediately prior to such appointment. Such restoration shall be made 
without impairment of his civil service status or tenure under section 
nine A of chapter thirty and without loss of seniority, retirement or 
other rights to which uninterrupted service in such position would have 
entitled him. During the period of such appointment each person so 
appointed from a position in the classified civil service shall be eligible 
to take any competitive promotional examination to which he would 
have otherwise been eligible. Approved April 11, 1968. 


