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C h a p . 376 . A N A C T P E R M I T T I N G R E G I O N A L S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S T O I N 

C L U D E PROVISIONS IN THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
MEMBER TOWNS REQUIRING APPROVAL OF THE INCURRING 
OF INDEBTEDNESS OF THE DISTRICT BY THE REGISTERED 
VOTERS THEREOF AT AN ELECTION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
. SECTION 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after section 14C the following section:_— 

Section 14D. The agreement made under section fourteen B, or any 
amendment to such an agreement, may provide that the incurring of 
indebtedness by the district shall be approved by the registered voters 
in the member towns pursuant to the provisions of clause (n) of section 
sixteen. In any district for which the agreement does not so provide, 
the incurring of indebtedness shall be subject to disapproval by any 
member town pursuant to the provisions of clause (d) of said section 
sixteen. No amendment to an agreement to provide that the incurring 
of indebtedness shall be approved pursuant to the provisions of clause 
(n) of section sixteen shall take effect unless such amendment is ap
proved by each of the member towns of the district. 

SECTION 2. Section 16 of said chapter 71 is hereby amended by add
ing the following clause: — 

{ri) To incur debt not exceeding an amount approved by the emer
gency finance board for the purposes and terms specified in clause (d); 
provided that the vote of the district committee authorizing such debt 
is approved by a majority of the registered voters in the member towns 
voting on the question at an election called and held pursuant to the 
following provisions. The election shall be called by a warrant addressed 
to the registered voters in the member towns and signed by a majority 
of the members of the district committee which shall set forth the date 
of the election, the polling place or places in each town, the hours during 
which the polls are to be open and the question which is to appear upon 
the ballot. Notice of the election shall be given by posting a copy of the 
warrant attested by the secretary of the committee in at least one public 
place in each town and by publishing a copy thereof at least once in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the district, said posting and pub
lishing to occur at least ten days before said election. A certificate of 
the secretary shall be conclusive evidence that the warrant was duly 
posted and published. The number and location of the polling place, 
or places, in each town shall be determined by the district committee 
after consultation with the selectmen thereof; and the hours during 
which all the polls in the district are open shall be uniform throughout 
the district and shall be not less than four nor more than eight consecu
tive hours. The district committee shall be responsible for preparing 
the ballots used at the election. The town clerk of each town shall cer
tify the results of the election to the district committee. Except as 
provided herein the election shall be conducted in each town in the same 
manner as town meetings for the election of town officers. The expenses 
of the election shall be paid by the regional school district as an operat
ing expense of the district; and if provision for their payment is not 
included in the budget for the year in which they are incurred, the dis
trict committee may use any available funds of the district or may 
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transfer the sums required from appropriations included in the budget. 
The defeat of a proposal for incurring debt shall not prevent the resub
mission of the same proposal as a new authorization. 

Approved June S,1968. 

Chap. 377. A N ACT AUTHOBIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CIVIC 
CENTER COMMISSION IN THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. I t is hereby declared that the lack of proper facilities for 
cultural, exhibition and civic purposes and the lack of proper facilities 
for public entertainment in connection with the holding of conven
tions in a city and the lack of proper structures and facilities to 
accommodate large public and private gatherings, banquets, trade 
shows, the performing arts, concerts, sports events and cultural events 
at a reasonable cost obstructs the urban development of a city, 
diminishes assessed property values, reduces the level of employment 
and endangers the general welfare of the public; that the provision of 
such structures and facilities at a reasonable cost is therefore neces
sary to alleviate such conditions; and that the establishment and 
operation of such structures and facilities is a proper public or 
municipal purpose. 

SECTION 2. For the purposes of this act the term "civic center" shall 
mean a single or multipurpose structure or structures erected and 
operated to provide accommodation for large public and private 
gatherings, conventions, exhibitions, banquets, trade shows and dis
plays, the performing arts, concerts, sports events, cultural events, 
public entertainment, civic events and similar activities, with or 
without provision for reasonable off-street parking facilities as a part 
of or in close proximity to such structure or structures. Such structures 
and such off-street parking facilities or either of them may be publicly 
owned and publicly operated, or they may be publicly owned and 
privately operated, and the same may be open to public use with or 
without charge or to private use for a fee. 

SECTION 3. The city of Springfield is hereby authorized to establish 
a commission, to be known as the Springfield Civic Center Commis
sion, hereinafter called the commission, for the purpose of establish
ing, operating and maintaining, as hereinafter provided, a civic center 
within the city of Springfield. Such commission shall consist of five 
members all of whom shall be appointed by the mayor pursuant to the 
provisions of the city charter. The chairman of the commission shall 
be designated by the mayor. 

The members of the commission shall serve for terms of five years 
unless sooner removed; provided, however, the initial appointees shall 
serve for terms of one, two, three, four and five years, respectively. 
Members, unless sooner removed, shall serve until the appointment of 
their successors, and vacancies other than by reason of expiration of a 
term shall be filled by appointment by the mayor for the balance of 
the unexpired term. Any member of the commission may be removed 
by the mayor pursuant to the provisions of the city charter and in 
accordance with the procedures therein provided. 


