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Chap. 563. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE POWERS OF CITIES AND TOWNS 
TO IMPOSE CURFEWS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 
section 37 the following section: •—• 

Section 37A. The mayor of any city other than a city having a Plan D 
or Plan E form of charter, the city manager of a city having a Plan D or 
Plan E charter, and the selectmen of a town, hereinafter called the city 
or town official, may, if satisfied that a riot or other form of civil disorder 
is occurring or there is a danger that it may occur, and that a curfew is 
necessary for the public safety in such city or town, impose a curfew in 
all or part or parts of such city or town. Such curfew shall be imposed 
by a formal proclamation of the existence or threat of riot or other form 
of civil disturbance in the city or town and the need of a curfew to pro
tect the public safety. Said proclamation shall be in writing and shall 
set forth all the conditions of such curfew. No curfew shall take effect 
until two hours after the issuance of the proclamation declaring the 
imposition of such curfew. 

Such curfew may restrict or prohibit the movement or presence of 
persons, vehicles and animals in or on public ways and places, including 
areas to which the public has a right of access, and also places of amuse
ment and entertainment, vacant lots and other open areas, provided 
that reasonable exceptions are made for all persons having business of 
an emergency nature which requires the use of public ways. When 
such curfew is imposed, the city or town official shall immediately use all 
reasonable and practicable means to inform all persons in such city or 
town of such curfew and its conditions, such as by the conspicuous post
ing of notices in public places, announcement by sound-powered voice or 
other such device, publication in newspapers of general circulation in 
such city or town and announcement over radio and television stations 
serving such city or town. While such curfew is in effect, its terms may 
be modified in any manner not inconsistent with this action by procla
mation of said officials; provided, that two hours advance notice shall be 
given and that such modifications are publicized in the manner required 
in this section. 

The city council or the town meeting, as the case may be, shall have 
the authority to revoke or modify any such curfew. Any curfew im
posed by a city or town official under this section shall, unless sooner 
terminated by proclamation of said city or town official or by action of 
the city council or the town meeting or by the governor as hereinafter 
provided, terminate seventy-two hours from the hour it takes effect. 
Upon the termination of such curfew, additional curfews may be im
posed in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

The governor, acting under chapter six hundred and thirty-nine of the 
acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, as amended, or any other law granting 
him special powers during periods of emergency, may modify or revoke 
any curfew imposed under this section. 

Any person knowing or having reason to know of such curfew who 
violates any conditions thereof shall be punished by imprisonment for 
not more than six months or a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars, or both. Such person may be arrested without a warrant and 
kept in custody for not more than twenty-four hours, Sundays and 
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holidays excepted, at or before the expiration of which time he shall be 
taken before a proper court or magistrate and proceeded against ac
cording to law. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or supersede the 
power of cities and towns to impose curfews by appropriate ordinances 
or by-laws. Approved July 11, 1968. 

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, August 1, 1968. 

The Honorable JOHN F . X. DAVOEEN, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DEAR M R . SECRETARY: — I, John A. Volpe, pursuant to the pro
visions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the 
Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion the 
immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the 
law being Chapter 563 of the Acts of 1968, entitled "An Act relative to 
the powers of cities and towns to impose curfews." and the enactment 
of which received my approval on July 11, 1968, should take effect 
forthwith. 

I further declare that said law is an emergency law and the facts con
stituting the emergency are a's follows: 

Postponement of the operation of this act for ninety days would de
feat its purpose which is to immediately authorize city and town officials 
to impose curfews in the event of riots or other forms of civil disorders 
and to avoid and prevent such civil disorders. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. VOLPE, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAEY, BOSTON, August 1, 1968. 

I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby cer
tify that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His 
Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at 
three o'clock and forty-four minutes, P.M., on the above date, and in 
accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Consti
tution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter five hundred 
and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-eight. 

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

C h a p . 5G4. A N A C T M A K I N G A C O R R E C T I V E C H A N G E I N T H E L A W P R O 

V I D I N G FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OP THE ESSEX COUNTY 
ECONOMIC D E V E L O P M E N T AND INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 2 of chapter 762 of the acts of 1967 is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 6, the words " eight B " and inserting in place thereof 
the words: — eight A. Approved July 11,1968. 


