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gas, materials suitable for road building and all other minerals within 
the land and water boundaries of the commonwealth, the location of 
which it shall, so far as practicable, designate on maps which shall be 
open to inspection by the public. 

SECTION 4. The second paragraph of section 4 of chapter 16 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 821 of the acts of 
1963, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word "water
ways", in line 6, the words:— , a professional geologist, who shall be 
the state geologist,—and by striking out, in line 10, the word "twelve" 
and inserting in place thereof the word:—thirteen. 

SECTION 5. Said section 4 of said chapter 16, as so appearing, is 
hereby further amended by inserting after the second paragraph the 
following paragraph:— 

The state geologist shall be responsible for the collection and 
collation of geoscience data of the commonwealth and shall upon 
request, insofar as practicable, aid any department, agency, division, 
bureau, section, institution and political subdivision of the common
wealth and shall make available to them information and data under 
his control. He shall also advise the director of mineral resources in 
the control of commercial exploration of mineral resources. 

Approved July 20,1968. 

Chap. 737. A N ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE PURCHASE, SALE AND 
POSSESSION OF FIREARMS, RIFLES AND SHOTGUNS, AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF FIREARM IDENTIFICATION 
CARDS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 121 of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the last sentence, as appearing in section 4 of 
chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:—Sections one hundred and twenty-two to one 
hundred and twenty-nine, inclusive, and section one hundred and 
thirty-one A shall not apply to any firearm made prior to eighteen 
hundred and ninety-seven, including matchlock, flintlock, percussion 
cap or similar early type ignition system or a replica thereof, whether 
actually made before or after the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and also any firearm using fixed ammunition made prior to 
eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, for which ammunition is no longer 
made in the United States and is not readily available in the ordinary 
channels of commercial trade. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by inserting 
after section 122A the following section:— 

Section 122B. No person shall sell ammunition in the commonwealth 
unless licensed by the commissioner of public safety. Any person, 
other than an alien, a minor or a person who has been convicted of a 
felony, wishing to sell ammunition may make application to the 
department of public safety upon a form approved by the commis
sioner, and the commissioner may issue to such person, except an 
alien, a minor or a person who has been convicted of a felony, a 
license to sell ammunition. The fee for such license shall be one dollar. 
Each license so issued shall be valid for a period not exceeding one 
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year and shall expire on the thirtieth day of April next following. 
Licenses may be renewed during the month of April for the following 
year upon payment of a fee of one dollar. ' / 

In this section the term "ammunition" ! shall include pistol or 
revolver bullets, rifle bullets, shotgun shells,, bullets or projectiles 
suitable for use in rifles, and any twenty-two caliber rim-fire ammuni
tion. • •- •.'•••.' 

The commissioner of public safety may establish such rules and 
regulations as he may deem necessary to carry out the provisions' of 
this section. . : ; ' ' . • . . ' . 

Any person refused a license under this section may obtain a judicial 
review of such refusal by filing within ten days of such refusal a 
petition for review thereof in the district court having jurisdiction in 
the city or town in which the applicant filed for such license, and a 
justice of said court, after a hearing, may direct that a license be 
issued the applicant if satisfied that there was no reasonable ground 
for refusing such license and that the applicant was not prohibited by 
law from holding the same. 

Whoever not being licensed, as hereinbefore provided, sells.ammuni
tion within the commonwealth shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than six 
months nor more than two years. 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 123, as most recently amended by section 4 of chapter 296 
of the acts of 1959, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section:— 

Section 123. A license granted under section' one hundred and 
twenty-two shall be expressed to be and shall be subject to the 
following conditions:—First, That the provisions in .regard to the 
nature of the license and the building in which the business may be 
carried on under it shall be strictly adhered to. Second, That, every 
licensee shall, before delivery of a firearm, rifle or shotgun, make or 
cause to be made a true, legible entry in a sales record book to be 
furnished by the commissioner of public safety and: to'be kept for that 
purpose, specifying the complete description of the firearm, rifle or 
shotgun, including the make, number, type of firearm, rifle or shotgun, 
type of ignition, if any, whether sold, rented or leased, the date of 
such sale, the sex, residence and occupation of the purchaser, renter or 
lessee, and shall before delivery, as.aforesaid, require.the purchaser, 
renter, or lessee personally to write in said sales record book, his full 
name. The said book shall be open at all times to the .inspection of the 
police. Third, That the license or a copy thereof, certified by the 
official issuing the same, shall be displayed on the premises in a 
position where it can easily be read. Fourth,. That no firearms, rifles, 
shotguns or machine guns shall be displayed in any outer window of 
said premises or in any other place where' they can readily • be seen 
from the outside. Fifth, That the licensee shall, once a week, .send- a 
copy of the record of sales, rentals and leases made by him for the 
preceding seven days to the commissioner of public safety. Sixth, That 
every firearm, rifle or shotgun shall be unloaded when delivered. 
Seventh, That no delivery of a firearm, rifle, shotgun or ammunition 
therefor shall be made to any person not having a license to carry said 
firearm issued under the provisions of section one hundred and thirty-
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one or a firearm identification card issued under the provisions of 
section one hundred and twenty-nine B. Eighth, That no firearm, rifle 
or shotgun'shall be sold, rented or leased to a person who has not a 
permit then in force to purchase, rent or lease the same issued under 
section one hundred and thirty-one A, except as provided for in 
section one hundred and thirty-one E and except as provided in 
section one hundred and twenty-nine B relative to the firearm 
identification card, and that no machine gun shall be sold, rented or 
leased to a person who has not a license to possess the same issued 
under section one hundred and thirty-one. Ninth, That upon the sale, 
rental or lease of a firearm, rifle or shotgun, the licensee under section 
one hundred and twenty-two shall take up such permit to purchase, 
and shall endorse upon it the date and place of said sale, rental or 
lease, and shall forthwith transmit the same to the commissioner of 
public safety; and that upon the sale, rental or lease of a machine gun 
shall endorse upon the license to possess the same the date and place 
of said sale, rental or lease, and shall forthwith transmit a notice 
thereof to said commissioner. In case of a sale under the provisions of 
section one hundred and thirty-one E or section one hundred and 
twenty-nine B providing for a firearm identification card the dealer 
shall write in the sales record book the number of the license to carry 
issued the purchaser under the provisions of section one hundred and 
thirty-one. Tenth, That this license shall be subject to forfeiture as 
provided in section one hundred and twenty-five for breach of any of 
its conditions, and that, if the licensee hereunder is convicted of a 
Violation of any such conditions, this license shall thereupon become 
void. Eleventh, That the second, fifth, eighth and ninth conditions 
shall not apply to a gunsmith, unless said gunsmith has manufactured 
a firearm, rifle or shotgun for the purchaser, but said gunsmith shall 
keep records of the work done by him together with the names and 
addresses of his customers. Such records shall be kept open for 
inspection by the police at all times. Twelfth, That any licensee shall 
keep records of each sale, rental or lease of a rifle or shotgun, 
specifying the description of said rifle or shotgun, together with the 
name and address of the purchaser, renter or lessee, and the date of 
such transaction. No licensee shall sell any rifle or shotgun, contrary 

/ to the'provisions of section one hundred and thirty. 
• SECTION- 4. The first sentence of section 128 of said chapter 140, as 

appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by insert-
r ing'after the word "and", in line 5, the words:—, except as provided 
1 • in section one hundred and twenty-eight A. 

SECTION 5. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by inserting 
after said section 128 the following two sections:— 

• ' Section 128A. The provisions of section one hundred and twenty-
eight shall not apply to any resident of the commonwealth who, 

'• without being licensed, as provided in section one hundred and twenty-
two, sells, exposes for sale, or has in his possession with intent to sell 
not more than four firearms including rifles and shotguns, in any one 
'calendar year, if such' resident reports forthwith, in writing, to the 
'Chief of police Or the board or officer having control of the police of 

' the city or town in which the seller and the buyer reside and to the 
commissioner of public safety, the name and address of the seller and 
the purchaser of any such firearm, rifle or shotgun, together with a 
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complete description of the firearm, rifle or shotgun, including the 
caliber, make and serial number. 

Section 128B. Any resident of the commonwealth who purchases or 
obtains a firearm, rifle or shotgun or machine gun from any source 
within or without the commonwealth, other than from a licensee under 
section one hundred and twenty-two or a person authorized to sell 
firearms under section one hundred and twenty-eight A, and any 
nonresident of the commonwealth who purchases or obtains a firearm, 
rifle, shotgun or machine gun from any source within or without the 
commonwealth, other than such a licensee or person, and receives such 
firearm, rifle, shotgun or machine gun, within the commonwealth shall 
within seven days after receiving such firearm, rifle, shotgun or 
machine gun, report, in writing, to the commissioner of public safety 
the name and address of the seller or donor and the buyer or donee, 
together with a complete description of the firearm, rifle, shotgun or 
machine gun, including the caliber, make and serial,number. Whoever 
violates any provision of this section shall for the first offense be 
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars, and for any 
subsequent offense by imprisonment for not more than two and one-
half years. 

SECTION 6. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 129, as amended by section 12 of chapter 688 of the acts of 
1957, and inserting in place thereof the following section:— 

Section 129. Whoever in purchasing, renting or hiring a firearm, 
rifle, shotgun or machine gun, or in making application for any form 
of license or permit issued in connection therewith, or in requesting 
that work be done by a gunsmith, gives a false or fictitious name and 
address or knowingly offers or gives false information concerning the 
date or place of birth, his citizenship status, occupation, or criminal 
record, shall for the first offense be punished by a fine of not more 
than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one 
year, or both; and for a second or subsequent offense, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than two and one half years 
nor more than five years in the state prison. 

SECTION 7. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by inserting 
before section 130 the following three sections:— 

Section 129B. Any person may submit to the licensing authority 
application for a firearm identification card, which such person shall 
be entitled to, unless the applicant 

(a) Has within the last five years been convicted of a felony in any 
state or federal jurisdiction, or within that period has been released 
from a state prison or penitentiary, or 

(b) Has been confined to any hospital or institution for mental 
illness, except where the applicant shall submit with the application 
an affidavit of a registered physician that he is familiar with the 
applicant's history of mental illness and that in his opinion the 
applicant is not disabled by such illness in a manner which should 
prevent his possessing a rifle or shotgun, or 

(c) Has been convicted of a violation of any federal or state 
narcotic or harmful drug law, or is under treatment or confinement for 
drug addiction or habitual drunkenness, except when he is deemed to 
be cured of such condition by a competent medical authority, he may 
make application for said license after the expiration of five years 
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from the date of such finding and upon the presentation of an 
affidavit issued by said authority to that effect, or 

(d) Is at the time of the application under the age of fifteen, or 
(e) Is at the time of the application fifteen years of age or over but 

under the age of eighteen, except where the applicant submits with his 
application a certificate of his parent or guardian granting the 
applicant permission to apply for a card. 

The licensing authority may not prescribe any other conditions for 
the issuance of a card and he shall within thirty days from the date of 
application either approve the application and issue the card, or deny 
the application and notify the applicant of the reason for such denial 
in writing. 

A card may be revoked by the commissioner or suspended for such 
period as he may set, only upon the occurrence of any event which 
would have disqualified the holder from being issued the card. Any 
suspension or revocation of a card shall be in writing and shall state 
the reason therefor. Upon revocation or suspension, the commissioner 
shall take possession of said card. 

Any applicant or holder aggrieved by a denial, revocation or 
suspension of a card may within ninety days after receipt of notice 
appeal to the district court for a review of such action. 

Said card shall be in a form prescribed by the commissioner and 
shall contain an identification number, the name and address of the 
holder, his height, weight, and hair and eye color, and his signature, 
and shall be captioned "firearm identification card". The application 
for a card shall be made in triplicate on a form prescribed by the 
commissioner which shall require the applicant affirmatively to state 
that he is not disqualified for any of the foregoing reasons from 
possession of a card. 

Said card shall be valid for five years and shall be subject to 
automatic renewal upon sworn application, and without investigation, 
unless the licensing authority has reason to believe that the status of 
the applicant has changed since the previous application. The fee for 
an application for or a renewal of a card shall be two dollars, which 
shall be payable to the licensing authority. 

Upon receipt of an application for a card, the licensing authority 
!shall forward such information concerning the applicant as is in his 
possession to the commissioner who shall within five days report to the 
licensing authority whether there is reason to believe that the 
applicant is disqualified for any of the foregoing reasons from 
possessing a card. The licensing authority may also make inquiries 
concerning the applicant to the department of mental health and shall 
receive prompt and full cooperation from such department in any 
investigation of an applicant. 

Section 129C. No person, other than a licensed dealer or one who 
has been issued a license to carry a pistol or revolver or an exempt 
person as hereinafter described, shall own or possess any firearm, rifle 
or shotgun unless he has been issued a firearm identification card by 
the licensing authority pursuant to the provisions of section one 
hundred and twenty-nine B. 

No person shall sell, give away, loan or otherwise transfer a firearm, 
rifle or shotgun or ammunition therefor other than, (a) by operation 
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of law, or (b) to an exempt person as hereinafter described, or (c) to a 
licensed dealer, or (d) to a person who displays his firearm identifica
tion card, or license to carry a pistol or revolver. 

A seller shall, within seven days, report all such transfers to the 
commissioner, with a complete description of the firearm, rifle or 
shotgun, including its make, model, serial number, if any, and caliber 
or gauge; and in the case of loss or theft, notice shall be given to the 
commissioner within fourteen days of the discovery by the owner of 
the loss or theft. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following 
exempted persons and uses: _ • 

(o) Any rifle, shotgun or device used exclusively, for signalling or 
distress use and required or recommended by the United States Coast 
Guard or the Interstate Commerce Commission, or for the firing" of 
stud cartridges, explosive rivets or similar industrial ammunition; 

(b) Federally licensed firearms manufacturers or wholesale dealers 
or persons employed by them or by licensed dealers, or on their behalf, 
when possession of firearms is necessary for manufacture, display, 
storage, transport, installation, inspection or testing; 

(c) To a person voluntarily surrendering a firearm, rifle or shotgun 
to a licensing authority, the commissioner or his designee, if prior 
written notice has been given by the said person to the licensing 
authority, or the commissioner, of the place and approximate time of 
said surrender; 

(d) The regular and ordinary transport of firearms,, rifles or 
shotguns as merchandise by any common carrier; 

(e) Possession by retail customers for the purpose of firing at duly 
licensed target concessions at amusement parks, piers and similar 
locations, provided that the firearms, rifles or shotguns to be so used 
are firmly chained or affixed to the counter and that the proprietor is 
in possession of a firearm identification card; 

(/) Nonresident hunters with valid nonresident hunting licenses 
during hunting season; 

(g) Nonresidents while on a firing or shooting range; •• 
(h) Nonresidents traveling in or through the commonwealth, pro

viding that any firearms are unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
(i) Nonresidents while at a firearms showing or display organized 

by a regularly existing gun collectors' club or association; 
(;') Any new resident moving into the commonwealth with respect 

to any firearms; rifle or shotgun then in his possession, for sixty days 
after the time he moves into the commonwealth; , .• 

(k) Any person under the age of fifteen with respect to the use of a 
rifle or shotgun by such person in hunting or target shooting; 
provided, that such use is otherwise permitted by law and is under the 
immediate supervision of a person holding a firearm identification 
card, or a duly commissioned officer or a noncommissioned officer of 
the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast 
Guard, or the National Guard or military service of the common
wealth; 

(0 The possession or utilization of any rifle or shotgun during the 
course of any television, movie, state or other similar theatrical 
production, or by a professional photographer or writer in the pursuit 
of his profession; 
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(m) The temporary holding, handling or firing of a rifle or shotgun 
for examination or trial in the presence of a holder of a firearm 
identification card or where such holding, handling or firing is for a 
lawful purpose; 

(n) The transfer of a firearm, rifle or shotgun upon the death of an 
owner to his heir or legatee shall be subject to the provisions of this 
section, provided that said heir or legatee shall within one hundred 
and eighty days of such transfer, obtain a firearm identification card 
or apply to the licensing authority or the commissioner for such 
further limited period as may be necessary for the disposition of such 
firearm, rifle or shotgun; 

(o) Persons in the military or other service of any state or of the 
United States, and police officers and other peace officers of any 
jurisdiction, in the performance of their official duties or when duly 
authorized to possess them; :• 

(p) Nonresidents bearing a current license, permit or identification 
card to possess any firearm, rifle or shotgun in the state in which they 
reside; 

{q) Any nonresident acquiring a rifle or shotgun, provided it is 
removed from the commonwealth within thirty days of such acquisi
tion. 

Any person, exempted by paragraphs (o), (p), or(g), purchasing a 
rifle or shotgun shall submit to the seller such full and clear proof of 
identification, including shield number, serial number, military or 
governmental order or authorization, military or other official identifi
cation, other state firearms license, or proof of nonresidence, as may 
be applicable. 

Section 129D. Upon revocation, suspension or denial of an applica
tion for any firearms license, or firearm identification card, the person 
whose application was so denied shall without delay deliver or 
surrender, to the licensing authority where he lives or resides, all 
firearms, rifles and shotguns which he then possesses unless an appeal 
is pending. Such person, or his legal representative, shall have the 
right, at any time up to one year after said delivery or surrender, to 
transfer such firearms, rifles • and shotguns to any licensed dealer or 
any other person legally permitted to purchase or take possession of 
such firearms, rifles and shotguns and upon notification in writing by 
the purchaser or transferee and the. former owner, the licensing 
authority shall within ten days deliver such firearms, rifles and 
shotguns to the transferee or purchaser and due care shall be observed 
by the licensing authority in the receipt and holding of any such 
firearm, rifle or shotgun. 

Firearms, rifles or shotguns not disposed of after delivery or 
surrender according to the provisions of this section shall be sold by 
the commissioner to the highest bidding licensed dealer and the 
proceeds shall be remitted to the state treasurer. 

The commissioner may make and promulgate such rules and 
regulations as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
section. •; 

SECTION 8. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 130, as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 802 
of the acts of 1967, and • inserting in place thereof the following 
section:— 
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Section ISO. Whoever sells or furnishes a firearm or machine gun or 
ammunition therefor to an alien, or whoever sells or furnishes a rifle or 
shotgun or ammunition therefor to an alien who does not hold a 
permit issued to him under section one hundred and thirty-one H, or 
to a minor eighteen years of age or over, except to such minor who 
displays a firearm identification card, a sporting or hunting license 
issued to him, and the written consent of his parent or guardian that a 
rifle or shotgun or ammunition therefor be sold or furnished to him, or 
to a minor under eighteen years of age, shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting a parent or 
guardian from furnishing his child or ward with a rifle or shotgun or 
ammunition therefor provided said child or ward has a valid firearm 
identification card issued to him, nor shall it be construed as 
prohibiting an instructor from furnishing rifles or shotguns or ammu
nition therefor to pupils provided that said instructor has the consent 
of the parent or guardian of the minor. 

SECTION 9. Said chapter 140 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 131E, added by section 20 of chapter 688 of the acts of 
1957, and inserting in place thereof the following section:— 

Section 1S1E. Any resident of the commonwealth may purchase 
firearms, rifles or shotguns from any dealer, licensed under section one 
hundred and twenty-two, upon presentation of a valid license to carry 
firearms, issued to him under the provisions of section one hundred 
and thirty-one or a firearm identification card, issued to him under 
the provisions of section one hundred and twenty-nine B. Any person 
who uses said license or firearm identification card for the purpose of 
purchasing a firearm, rifle or shotgun for the use of another, or for the 
purpose of resale, or giving to an unlicensed person, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, or 
by imprisonment for not less than six months nor more than two years 
in a jail or house of correction, or by both such fine or imprisonment. 
•A conviction of a violation of this section shall be reported forthwith 
•by the court to the licensing authority which issued the license or 
firearm identification card, which shall immediately revoke the license 
or firearm identification card of such person. No new license or firearm 
identification card under section one hundred and twenty-nine B or 
section one hundred and thirty-one shall be issued to any such person 
within two years after the date of said revocation. 

SECTION 10. Paragraph (1) of section 30 of chapter 266 of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 282 of the acts of 
1945, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "shall", the 
second time it occurs in line 7, the words:—if the property stolen is a 
firearm, as defined in section one hundred and twenty-one of chapter 
one hundred and forty, or; and by inserting after the word "stolen", 
in line 12, the following:—, other than a firearm as so defined,. 

SECTION 11. The first sentence of section 10 of chapter 269 of the 
General Laws as appearing in section 23 of chapter 688 of the acts of 
1957, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "prison", in line 
32, the words:—, except that whoever is convicted of a second or 
subsequent offense of carrying a firearm in violation of the provisions 
•of this section shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
two and one half nor more than ten years in the state prison. 
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SECTION 12. Said section 10 of said chapter 269 is hereby further 
amended by adding the following paragraph:— 

Whoever, within this commonwealth, produces for sale, delivers or 
causes to be delivered, orders for delivery, sells or offers for sale, or 
fails to keep records regarding, any rifle or shotgun without complying 
with the requirement of a serial number, as provided in section one 
hundred and twenty-nine C of chapter one hundred and forty, shall 
for the first offense be punished by confinement in a jail or house of 
correction for not more than two and one half years, or by a fine of 
not more than five hundred dollars. 

SECTION 13. The first sentence of section 10 of said chapter 269, as 
appearing in section 23 of chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby 
amended by striking out all after the word "correction;" in line 28, 
and inserting in place thereof the following:—or whoever, after 
having been convicted of any of the aforesaid offenses commits the 
like offense or any other of the aforesaid offenses, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for not less than five years, for a 
third such offense, by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 
seven years, and for a fourth such offense, by imprisonment in the 
state prison for not less than ten years. The sentence imposed upon a 
person who, after a conviction of an offense under this paragraph, 
commits the same or a like offense, shall not be suspended, nor shall 
any person so sentenced be eligible for parole or receive any deduction 
from his sentence for good conduct. 

SECTION 14. Said section 10 of said chapter 269 is hereby further 
amended by adding the following three paragraphs:— 

Whoever fails to keep records or report serial numbers, if required 
to do so by section one hundred and twenty-nine C of chapter one 
hundred and forty, shall be punished by imprisonment in a jail or 
house of correction for not more than two and one half years or by a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

Whoever owns, possesses, or transfers possession of a firearm, rifle, 
shotgun or ammunition therefor without complying with the require
ments relating to the firearm identification card provided for in 
section one hundred and twenty-nine C of chapter one hundred and 
forty shall be punished by imprisonment in a jail or house of 
correction for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than 
five hundred dollars. A second violation of this paragraph shall be 
punished by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more 
than two years or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or 
both. 

Whoever knowingly fails to deliver or surrender a revoked or 
suspended firearm identification card, or a firearm, rifle or shotgun, as 
provided in section one hundred and twenty-nine D of chapter one 
hundred and forty, unless an appeal is pending, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than two 
and one half years or by a fine of not more than one thousand 
dollars. 

SECTION 15. Said chapter 269 is hereby further amended by 
inserting before section 12 the following section:— 

Section HE. No manufacturer of firearms shall after April first, 
nineteen hundred and sixty-nine sell any firearm in the common
wealth, except for military purposes, unless said firearm has a serial 
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identification number thereon. Whoever violates this section shall be 
punished by a fine of five hundred dollars. Each such violation shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

SECTION 16. Section 12B of said chapter 269, as appearing in section 
31 of chapter 688 of the acts of 1957, is hereby amended by striking 
out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence:—Whoever violates this section shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than one hundred dollars, and the air rifle or BB gun or 
other weapon shall be confiscated. 

SECTION 17. Section 12D of said chapter 269, added by section 33 of 
said chapter 688, is ' hereby amended by striking out the second 
sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:— 
Whoever violates this section shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, and may be arrested 
without a warrant. 

SECTION 18. The provisions of section one hundred and twenty-nine 
B of chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws, inserted by 
section seven of this act, of section one hundred and thirty of said 
chapter one hundred and forty, inserted by section eight of this act, 
and of section ten of chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the 
General Laws, inserted by section twelve of this act, shall not apply 
until January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine; provided, how
ever, that any person may apply for the firearm identification card as 
provided in said section one hundred and twenty-nine B at any time 
after the effective date of said section seven and, pending the issuance 
or denial of said firearm identification card, written receipt for the fee 
paid shall serve as a valid substitute for said firearm identification 
card. Approved July 20,1968. 

Chap. 738. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING WIRETAPPING AND EAVES
DROPPING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 272 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 99, as amended by chapter 449 of the acts of 1959, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section:— 

Section 99. Interception of wire and oral communications.— 
A. Preamble. 
The general court finds that organized crime exists within the 

commonwealth and that the increasing activities of organized crime 
constitute a grave danger to the public welfare and safety. Organized 
crime, as it exists in the commonwealth today, consists of a continuing 
conspiracy among highly organized and disciplined groups to engage 
in supplying illegal goods and services. In supplying these goods and 
services organized crime commits unlawful acts and employs brutal 
and violent tactics. Organized crime is infiltrating legitimate business 
activities and depriving honest businessmen of the right to make a 
living. 

The general court further finds that because organized crime carries 
on its activities through layers of insulation and behind a wall of 
secrecy, government has been unsuccessful in curtailing and eliminat-


