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Except as otherwise provided in sections nineteen A, twenty A, 
twenty C, twenty-two, forty-two, forty-seven A, forty-eight and forty-
nine A of this chapter, section thirty-six of chapter forty-eight, section 
four of chapter two hundred and seventy-three of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and thirteen and section four of chapter three hundred and 
seventy-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen, no person 
shall receive an original appointment to the official service of the com
monwealth or any city or town thereof otherwise than by virtue of a 
competitive examination, unless (a) the director shall certify that he has 
previously held a competitive examination for the position involved 
and has been unable to establish an eligible list of at least two available 
persons; or unless (b) a position not under civil service is placed there
under by virtue of a statute or rule and the director makes recommenda
tions supported by four affirmative votes of the commission to include 
under civil service any present incumbent of the position, subject to 
passing a qualifying examination, prescribed by the director. If one 
person passes a competitive examination, his name shall be certified by 
the director to the appointing authority. A noncompetitive examina
tion may not, however, be given to a person who failed a competitive 
examination or to anyone who was provisionally employed in a position 
and did not take the examination for said position. 

SECTION 2. Section 1 of said chapter 31 is hereby amended by in
serting after the paragraph "Mentally retarded person", inserted by 
section 1 of chapter 756 of the acts of 1968, the following paragraph: — 

"Noncompetitive examination", an examination given to an indivi
dual selected for original appointment by an appointing authority when 
it has been impossible to establish an eligible list. 

Approved February 28, 1969. 

Chap. 37. AN ACT PLACING THE SUPERVISION OF MINK RANCHES 
UNDER T H E DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 6A of chapter 21 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as amended by section 1 
of chapter 665 of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph: — 

I t shall be the duty of the division of law enforcement and its officers 
to enforce all penal laws which it is the duty of the department to en
force, provisions of the general laws or any special laws to the contrary 
notwithstanding, including the laws relating to fish, birds, mammals, 
dogs, and fires, and all rules and regulations made under the authority 
thereof. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 128 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
inserting after section 8A the following section: — 

Section 8B. Mink that have been propagated in captivity for two or 
more generations shall be considered domesticated mammals subject 
to all the laws of the commonwealth with reference to possession, owner
ship and taxation as are at any time applicable to domesticated animals; 
such domesticated mink and the pelts or products thereof shall be 
deemed agricultural products and shall not be subject to the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and thirty-one. The breeding, raising, producing 
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in captivity and marketing thereof shall be deemed an agricultural pur
suit. For the purposes of this section, a mink ranch shall be deemed to 
be any place where mink as defined by this section are raised and prop
agated in captivity. Each mink ranch shall be listed with the depart
ment of agriculture on or before February first of each year, and the 
premises and the breeding records may be inspected by the commis
sioner of agriculture or his agents at any reasonable time. The fee for 
such listing shall be three dollars annually for which fee a certificate 
shall be issued by the department of agriculture. Such certificate shall 
be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises at all times. The 
burden shall be upon the owner of such a ranch to prove that all mink 
possessed are domesticated as defined above. "Whoever violates any 
provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than one 
hundred dollars. Approved February 28, 1969. 

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE, 

BOSTON, February 28, 1969. 

The Honorable JOHN F. X . DAVOBEN, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DEAR M R . SECRETARY- — I, Francis W. Sargent, pursuant to the 
provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, 
the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience requires that the 
law being Chapter 37 of the Acts of 1969, entitled " A N ACT PLACING 
THE SUPERVISION OP MINK RANCHES UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI
CULTURE " and the enactment of which received my approval on 
February 28, 1969, should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency law and 
the facts constituting the emergency are as follows 

This bill is corrective legislation in that it restores to the Department 
of Agriculture the authority to regulate mink ranches, which was in
advertently omitted at the time Chapter 131 of the General Laws was 
recodified. 

Postponement of the operation of this act for 90 days would defeat 
its purpose which is to restore to the Department of Agriculture the 
above mentioned authority. 

Sincerely, 
FRANCIS W. SARGENT, 

Acting Governor of, the Commonwealth, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, March 3, 1969. 

I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby 
certify that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His 
Excellency the Acting Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu
setts at eleven o'clock and forty-five minutes, A M., on the above date, 
and in accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the 
Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter thirty-
seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-nine. 

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 


