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penalize candidates who would be eligible for the next scheduled ex
amination. 

Sincerely, 
FRANCIS W. SARGENT, 

Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.-

OFFICE OF THE SECBETABY, BOSTON, May 29, 1969. 

• I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby 
certify that the accompanying statement was filed in this.office by His 
Excellency the Acting Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu
setts at three o'clock and twenty-six minutes, P.M., on the above date, 
and in accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the 
Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter one 
hundred and ninety-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-nine. 

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 194. A N ACT PROVIDING FOR THE DISCHARGE OF A PRISONER 
ON THE PRECEDING DAY IF SUCH TERM ENDS ON A LEGAL 
HOLIDAY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 150, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 150. A prisoner whose term expires on Sunday or on a legal 
holiday shall be discharged on the preceding day. 

Approved April 17, 1969. 

C h a p . 1 9 5 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E D I R E C T O R O F A C C O U N T S T O P R E 

S C R I B E UNIFORM ACCOUNTING METHODS AND CLASSIFICA
TION OF ACCOUNTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 44 of chapter 35 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
adding the following sentence: — The director shall require the in
stallation of such accounting systems as will, in his judgment, be most 
effective in securing uniformity of classification in the accounts of each 
county treasurer. Approved April 17, 1969. 

Chap. 196. AN ACT RELATIVE TO EXAMINATIONS FOR PROMOTION TO 
A HIGHER GRADE IN CERTAIN POLICE AND FIRE FORCES, 
INCLUDING THE CAPITOL POLICE FORCE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the holding of competitive 
promotional examinations without delay, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public safety and convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
• Chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 20, as most recently amended by chapter 40 of the acts of 1964, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 
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Section 20. Appointments and promotions in such police and fire 
forces of cities and towns as are within the official service, in the detective 
force of the state department of public safety, in the capitol police force 
and in the police force of the metropolitan district commission shall 
be made only by competitive examination, except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter. No person shall be eligible to take an examination for 
appointment as a detective in the division of state police who on the 
date of such examination is over forty-five years of age. No promo
tional examination shall be held for fewer than four examinees unless 
the examination is open to all the lower grades under provisions of 
this section. Eligibility for entrance to a promotional examination 
for any grade of service shall be limited to permanent employees in 
the next lower grade, but if the number of persons in such lower grade 
applying, or if the number of applicants presenting themselves for 
examination, is not sufficient to hold an examination, the examination 
shall be thrown open to the next lower grades in succession until at 
least the necessary number of persons have applied and have presented 
themselves for examination; provided, that such persons shall not be 
eligible to take any such examination for the first grade above the 
lowest grade in police and fire departments in cities and towns with a 
population in excess of fifty thousand, in the detective force of the 
state department of public safety, in the capitol police force and in 
the police force of the metropolitan district commission unless they 
have been employed after certification in the lower grade for at least 
three years and for all other grades unless they have been employed 
after certification in the lower grade or grades admitted to the examina
tion for at least one year. In cities and towns with a population of 
fifty thousand or under, such persons shall not be eligible to take any 
such examination unless they have been employed after certification 
in the lower grade or grades admitted to the examination for at least 
one year. 

Promotions to fill positions in police or fire departments to all grades 
of service shall be made on a full-time basis and no promotions on a 
so-called permanent intermittent basis shall be made. No examination 
shall be required for promotion of call men within the call fire forces 
of any city or town which are within the official service. 

No eligible list shall be used for appointment or promotion to any 
office or position under this section unless such office or position is 
included in the examination announcement as one which will be filled 
from the eligible list established as the result of the examination. 

Approved April 22, 1969. 

Chap. 197. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE GRANTING OF LICENSES FOR 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BY CERTAIN CLUBS 
AND VETERANS' ORGANIZATIONS IN THE TOWN OF BEDFORD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. A majority of the votes in answer to the question 
which was placed on the official ballot used for the election of town 
officers at the annual town meeting held in the year nineteen hundred 
and sixty-nine in the town of Bedford, to wit: "Shall licenses be granted 
in the town of Bedford for the sale therein of all alcoholic beverages 
by clubs and war veterans' organizations?" — having been in the 


