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Chap. 244. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN PROVISIONS IN LEASES 
OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES SHALL BE VOID, AND PRO
HIBITING LESSORS PROM MAKING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS 
OF LESSEES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 186 of the General Laws is hereby amended 

by inserting after section 15A the following section: — 
Section 15B. No lease relating to residential real property shall 

contain a provision that a lessor may, except to inspect the premises, 
to make repairs thereto or to show the same to a prospective tenant 
or purchaser, enter the premises before the termination date of such 
lease. A lessor may, however, enter such premises in accordance with 
a court order or if the premises appear to have been abandoned by the 
lessee. No lessor shall require a security deposit equivalent to more 
than two months rent, nor a charge of more than the purchase and 
installation cost for a key or lock, nor any interest or penalty for failure 
to pay rent until at least thirty days after such rent shall have been due. 

Any provision of a lease in violation of the provision of this section 
shall be deemed to be against public policy and void. 

SECTION 2. The provisions of section fifteen B of chapter one 
hundred and eighty-six of the General Laws, inserted by section one 
of this act, shall not apply to leases executed before the effective date 
of this act, nor to renewals of such leases under renewal options con
tained therein. Approved May 5, 1969. 

Chap. 245. AN ACT RELATIVE TO AUTHORITY OF CORPORATE OFFICERS 
WITH RESPECT TO REAL ESTATE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 8 of chapter 155 of the General Laws, as appear
ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding the follow-
ingsentence:—Any recordable instrument purporting to affect an interest 
in real estate, executed in the name of a corporation by two of its officers, 
of whom one is the president or a vice-president and the other is the 
treasurer or an assistant treasurer, shall be binding on the corporation in 
favor of a purchaser or other person relying in good faith on such in
strument notwithstanding inconsistent provisions of the articles of or
ganization, certificate of incorporation, charter, special act of incorpo
ration, constitution, by-laws, resolutions or votes of the corporation. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 156B of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
adding the following section: — 

Section 115. Any recordable instrument purporting to affect an in
terest in real estate, executed in the name of a corporation by two of its 
officers, of whom one is the president or a vice-president and the other is 
the treasurer or an assistant treasurer, shall be binding on the corpora
tion in favor of a purchaser or other person relying in good faith on such 
instrument notwithstanding inconsistent provisions of the articles of 
organization, certificate of incorporation, charter, special act of incor
poration, constitution, by-laws, resolutions or votes of the corporation. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect on January first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy. Approved May 5, 1969. 


