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right it had reserved in a deed dated October twelfth, nineteen hundred 
and three, and recorded in Suffolk Registry of Deeds, Book 2929, page 
158, by which deed the commonwealth had reconveyed said land to 
said Marcus C. Clark, after having taken it in nineteen hundred and 
one under authority of chapter three hundred and nine of the acts of 
nineteen hundred. Approved July 8, 1969. 

Chap. 478. AN ACT PERMITTING CITY AND TOWN CLERKS OR THE STATE 
SECRETARY TO OMIT THE COLOR OF A CHILD IN ISSUING 
COPIES OF CERTIFICATES OF BIRTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 19 of chapter 46 of the General Laws, as most recently 
amended by chapter 366 of the acts of 1950, is hereby further amended 
by adding the following sentence: — Upon the written request of the 
person to whom the record relates or of either of his parents, the clerk 
or assistant clerk, or the state secretary or one of his deputies, shall issue 
a certified copy of a birth record containing no reference relating to the 
color of said person or his parents. Approved July 3,1969. 

Chap. 479. AN ACT EXEMPTING REAL ESTATE FROM THE OPERATION 
OF THE OMITTED CHILD STATUTE UNLESS A CLAIM IS SEA
SONABLY FILED AND PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF 
A GUARDIAN AD LITEM TO REPRESENT CERTAIN CHILDREN 
OR ISSUE OMITTED FROM WILLS AND REQUIRING THAT A 
PETITION FOR THE PROBATE OF A WILL STATE WHETHER 
THE WILL OMITS TO PROVIDE FOR ANY CHILD OR ISSUE, 
AND WHETHER THE SURVIVING HUSBAND OR WIDOW IS 
INCOMPETENT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 192 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
adding after section IB the following two sections: — 

Section 1C. If it appears in the petition for the probate of a will, or 
in any paper or document filed in the registry of probate in connection 
with said petition, that the testator has omitted to provide in his will 
for any of his children, whether born before or after his death, or for the 
issue of a deceased child, whether born before or after the testator's 
death, and if it shall appear that any such child, or the issue of any de
ceased child is incompetent by reason of mental illness, minority, or is 
under conservatorship, or is in the military service of the United States 
or its allies, unless it appears from the will that such omission was in
tentional and not occasioned by accident or mistake, a guardian ad 
litem shall be appointed and made a party to the petition for the pro
bate of the will and shall be given notice by the petitioner of all pro
ceedings relative to the probate of the will or granting of letters testa
mentary. 

Section ID. A petition for the probate of a will shall include or shall 
have annexed to it a sworn statement signed by the petitioner as to 
(a) whether or not the surviving husband or widow of the deceased per
son is incompetent by reason of mental illness, minority, or under con-


