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service and who on the termination of such military service had within 
two years after such termination become a member of the retirement 
system of a governmental unit other than that by which he was em
ployed prior to such military service. Approved August 6, 1969. . 

Chap. 626. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
TO RECONVEY CERTAIN LAND OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF DEDHAM BACK TO SAID TOWN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The department of public works on behalf of the commonwealth is 

hereby authorized and directed to reconvey to the town of Dedham a 
parcel of land between the northbound and southbound lanes of route 
128 and between route 109 and route 1A in said town. 

Approved August 6, 1969.. 

Chap. G27. AN ACT TO PROTECT THE APPALACHIAN TBATL. 

Beit enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 132A of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding 

the following section:— 
Section 12. The commissioner on behalf of the commonwealth may 

acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise such land, 
including rights-of-way and easements for the purpose of protecting or 
enhancing scenic beauty, as he may deem necessary to establish, 
protect and develop a trail across the commonwealth between the 
Connecticut and Vermont state line to be known as the Appalachian 
Trail, and he may provide shelters and other facilities thereon; 
provided, however, that the power of eminent domain shall not be 
utilized to acquire a strip of land bordering said trail no greater than 
two hundred feet in overall width. Any department or agency of the 
commonwealth or any political subdivision, district or authority may 
transfer to the department land or rights in land for said purposes on 
such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon, or may enter into 
an agreement with the commissioner providing for the establishment 
and protection of said trail. The Appalachian Trail shall be held, 
developed and administered under this chapter primarily as a foot
path and the natural scenic beauty thereof shall be preserved insofar 
as is practicable; provided, however, that the commissioner may 
permit other uses of the trail and land acquired hereunder, by the 
owner of adjoining land or others, in such manner and at such seasons 
as will not substantially interfere with the primary use of the trail. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the right of the 
public to pass over existing public roads which may be or become part 
of the trail, nor prevent the department from performing such work as 
is necessary for the purpose of forest fire prevention and control, insect 
pest and disease control and the removal of damage caused by natural 
disaster. The commissioner may grant temporary or permanent rights-
of-way across lands acquired under this section under such terms and 
conditions as he may deem advisable. The commissioner may enter 


