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Chap. 693. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL 
HEALTH TO CONVEY A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND TO THE 
CITY OF WALTHAM. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The commissioner of mental health, acting for and on behalf of the 

commonwealth, is hereby authorized and directed to sell and convey 
to the city of Waltham, for recreational purposes, at a price to be deter
mined by the commissioner of administration, by deed approved as to 
form by the attorney general, all the right, title and interest of the 
commonwealth in and to four acres of land north of Trapelo road and 
east of the entrance road on land of the Metropolitan state hospital. 

The metes and bounds of said four acres of land are to be determined 
by mutual consent of the commissioner of mental health and the city of 
Waltham and are then to be described in the deed at the time of con
veyance, said conveyance shall be subject to such conditions and restric
tions as the commissioner of mental health may deem advisable, includ
ing a provision that title to such land shall revert to the commonwealth 
if such conditions and restrictions are not complied with within a period 
of five years thereafter. Approved August IS, 1969. 

Chap. 694. A N ACT INCREASING THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE WEIGHT OF 
CERTAIN TRAILERS ON WAYS WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH 
WITHOUT A PERMIT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The first paragraph of section 19 of chapter 90 of the General Laws 

is hereby amended by striking out the fourth sentence, as most 
recently amended by chapter 479 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in 
place thereof the following sentence:—Except as provided in this 
section, no trailer which with its load weighs more than five thousand 
pounds, other than a semitrailer, a heavy duty platform trailer, a 
cable-reel trailer, a house trailer, or a trailer which is an apparatus or 
other object on wheels not used to transport other things for delivery, 
shall be operated or drawn on any way without a permit so to operate 
from the board or officer having charge of such way or, in case of a 
state highway or a way determined by the department of public works 
to be a through route, from said department. 

Approved August IS, 1969. 

Chap. 695. A N ACT ESTABLISHING THE GEOEGE E. WALLACE, JR., CIVIC 
CENTER AND THE ALICE G. WALLACE PLANETARIUM, INC. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. William G. Flynn, Matthias Pappas and George R. 
Wallace, Jr., all of the city of Fitchburg, their associates, successors 
and assigns are hereby constituted a body corporate under the name of 
George R. Wallace, Jr. Civic Center and the Alice G. Wallace Plane
tarium, Inc. for the sole purpose of establishing and maintaining a civic 
center and planetarium in the city of Fitchburg to be known as the 
George R. Wallace, Jr. Civic Center and the Alice G. Wallace Plane
tarium. 
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SECTION 2. Said corporation shall not construct any buildings, other 
than the original building housing the civic center and planetarium, 
without the prior approval of the city council and the mayor of said 
city. 

SECTION 3. As of December twenty-two, nineteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, there shall be established a board of trustees of said cor
poration consisting of fifteen members, together with the mayor and the 
president of the city council who shall be trustees ex ofnciis during the 
terms of their respective offices with the right to vote, of whom the 
mayor shall be ex officio chairman. Said trustees, except the mayor 
and the president of the city council, shall be appointed in the first 
instance by the mayor subject to the approval of the city council. Three 
of said members to be so appointed may be other than residents of the 
city of Fitchburg, and the term of office of those appointed shall, except 
as to the mayor and the president of the city council, be as follows: Five 
members who shall hold office for the term of one year from the twenty-
second day of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, five mem
bers who shall hold office for the term of two years from the twenty-
second day of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, and five 
members who shall hold office for the term of three years from the 
twenty-second day of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, all 
of whom shall severally hold office for the terms for which they are 
appointed and until their successors are duly elected. Thereafter 
such trustees shall elect each class in succession for the term of three 
years. Nine members of the board shall constitute a quorum except 
that in the election or removal of trustees, an affirmative vote of two 
thirds of the trustees shall be required. Whenever a vacancy shall 
occur in the board of trustees by reason of the death, resignation or 
otherwise of the members so elected, the remaining trustees shall fill 
the vacancy for the unexpired term. If the board of trustees shall fail 
for three months to elect its members in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, the city council of the city of Fitchburg shall forthwith 
proceed to an election. No member of the board as such shall receive 
compensation for his services. The city of Fitchburg is hereby au
thorized to place in trust in the hands of the trustees of said corporation 
all funds, gifts and bequests which are or may be held by it for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining said civic center and plane
tarium, especially all sums it may from time to time receive. Said cor
poration shall, upon the acceptance of this act by the city council as 
hereinafter provided, receive and hold all past and future bequests and 
gifts that may be made for the maintaining of said civic center and 
planetarium, and the same shall be appropriated, held and used by said 
corporation for the sole use and purpose aforesaid as a trust in behalf 
of and for the inhabitants of the city of Fitchburg. Said trustees shall 
render to the city council annually, with a copy being furnished to the 
city auditor, in the month of January a report of their proceedings, with 
a statement of the condition of the civic center and planetarium, the 
property and funds pertaining to the same, with an accurate account of 
all receipts and expenditures, together with such other information or 
suggestions they may deem desirable or the city council may at any 
time require. 

SECTION 4. Said trustees shall appoint a treasurer who need not be a 
member of the board, and shall require of him a bond with satisfactory 
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sureties in the penal sum of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars 
for the faithful discharge of his duties, and his books of accounts and 
vouchers shall at all times be open to the trustees aforesaid, or any one 
of them. The trustees shall appoint a clerk who need not be a member 
of the board whose duty it shall be to keep a full and fair record of the 
proceedings of the board, and to discharge such other duties as they shall 
from time to time prescribe. The compensation of the treasurer and 
clerk shall be fixed by the board of trustees. 

SECTION 5. The trustees shall have full power to elect such other 
officers, as they may from time to time think necessary or expedient, 
and to determine the tenure of their offices, and of those of the treasurer 
and clerk, and shall have the right to employ managers, supervisors and 
other employees as they deem necessary for the operation and main
tenance of said civic center and planetarium; to remove any trustee who 
shall be incapable through age, infirmity or otherwise for the discharge 
of his duties as said trustee, or who by unreasonable absence from the 
meetings of the board shall fail to discharge the duties of his office, and 
generally to do all acts and things necessary or expedient to be done for 
the purpose of carrying into full effect the provisions and purposes of 
this act. 

SECTION 6. I t shall be the duty of the trustees to safely and securely 
invest, or reinvest, any funds which exceed the cost of operation and 
maintenance of said civic center and planetarium plus a reasonable 
amount set up as a reserve for contingencies. 

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the 
city of Fitchburg prior to December twenty-two, nineteen hundred and 
sixty-nine. 

SECTION 8. Nothing in this act shall be held to alter or impair any 
of the provisions of the gift to said city made by George R. Wallace, Jr. 
All matters relating to the design and construction of the center shall be 
vested in a construction committee consisting of three members of the 
body corporate established in section one. The corporation established 
by this act, acting through its trustees and proper officers, shall be 
deemed the agent of said city of Fitchburg for the proper execution of 
theterms of the gift. Nothing in this act shall be construed as releasing 
the city of Fitchburg from any obligation arising from the acceptance 
of said gift or from any condition made therein. Said William G. 
Flynn is hereby authorized and empowered to prescribe the time and 
place for the holding of the first meeting of said trustees and to notify 
them thereof. Approved August IS, 1969. 
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L O C A T E D TO THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION TO 
COVER THE COST OF ITS SEWERAGE PROGRAM. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 565 of the acts of 1966 is hereby 
amended by inserting after the third paragraph the following para
graph: — 

In case state funds or state assistance is made available to the com
mission for projects authorized by this act, such funds or assistance shall 
be used without further appropriation, notwithstanding the provisions 


