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sustained by the tenant, whichever is greater, and the costs of the suit, 
including a reasonable attorney's fee. 

The receipt of any notice of termination of tenancy except for non
payment of rent or of increase in rent or of any substantial alteration 
in the terms of tenancy within six months after making a report or com
plaint of violations or suspected violations of any health or building 
code, municipal by-law or ordinance, or state law or regulation which 
has as its objective the regulation of residential premises shall create a 
rebuttable presumption that such notice is a reprisal against the tenant 
for making such report or complaint. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 239 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by inserting after section 2 the following section: — 

Section 2A. I t shall be a defense to an action for summary process 
that such action was in reprisal for the act of the tenant for reporting a 
violation or suspected violation of law, as provided in section eighteen 
of chapter one hundred and eighty-six. The commencement of such 
action against a tenant within six months after the making of such re
port by said tenant shall create rebuttable presumption that such action 
is a reprisal against the tenant for making such report. 

Approved August 14, 1969. 

Chap. 702. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED 
BY A CERTAIN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
UTILITIES SHALL COUNT AS CREDITABLE SERVICE FOR 

. PURPOSES OF RETIREMENT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

For purposes of retirement, the state retirement board shall add to 
the creditable service of George F. Keegan, an employee of the depart
ment of public utilities, the period of time from October first, nineteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, the date of certification of said employee 
by the civil service commission, to the date in nineteen hundred and 
forty-three on which he was appointed as an employee of said depart
ment, during which period said Keegan was in the military service of 
the United States. Approved August 14, 1969. 

Chap. 703. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT ANY MUNICIPALITY MAY PARTICI
PATE IN THE SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM FOR ELDERLY 
PERSONS AND EXTENDING THE TIME DURING WHICH SAID 
PROGRAM SHALL BE OPERATIVE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The school committee of any city or town or any private 
school designated by the division of social and economic opportunity 
in the department of community affairs may extend the school lunch 
period for the purpose of serving lunches to needy elderly persons, 
subject to the following conditions and restrictions: 

(1) The charge to such persons for each lunch shall not exceed fifty 
cents. 

(2) The lunches served shall meet the nutritional standards estab
lished by the department of education. 
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(3) The procedure determined by such school committee or such 
private school in serving such lunches shall be approved by the division 
of, social and economic opportunity in the department of community 
affairs and the office of school lunch programs and nutrition education 
in the department of education. 

(4) The division of social and economic opportunity in the depart
ment of community affairs shall provide each such person with an identi
fication card certifying his eligibility to participate in such lunch pro
gram. 

As used in this section the words "needy elderly persons" shall mean 
persons over fifty-nine years of age whose monthly income and liquid 
assets do not exceed the limitations established for medical assistance 
for the aged in the commonwealth. The commonwealth may, subject 
to appropriation, reimburse any city or town or such private school 
for such costs, excluding any costs for equipment, as are incurred in 
excess of fifty cents for each such lunch, upon written request by such 
city or town or such private school to the commissioner of education on 
such form as he may prescribe. If the commissioner approves such 
request, he shall certify to the comptroller that such payments are due 
and the state treasurer shall pay the same. No expenditure of funds 
shall be made under this act unless there is allocated for the purposes 
of this program at least seven thousand five hundred dollars annually 
by the federal government. 

SECTION 2. Chapter eight hundred and fifty-five of the acts of nine
teen hundred and sixty-seven is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 3. The provisions of section one shall cease to be operative 
on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-two. 

Approved Augiist 14, 1969. 

Chap. 704. A N ACT ESTABLISHING A GOVERNOR'S CABINET. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
adding after section 17, under the caption GOVERNOR'S CABINET, the 
following section:— 

Section 17A. There is hereby established a cabinet, which shall serve 
directly under the governor. The cabinet shall consist of the secretary 
of administration, the secretary of communities and development, the 
secretary of consumer affairs, the secretary of educational affairs, the 
secretary of environmental affairs, the secretary of human services, the 
secretary of manpower affairs, the secretary of public safety, the 
secretary of transportation and construction and such other officers of 
the executive department as the governor may from time to time 
designate. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 65 of said chapter 6, as 
amended by section 1 of chapter 766 of the acts of 1955, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in 
place thereof the following sentence:—One member, to be designated 
by the governor, shall be the chairman of the board and the director 
of the division of youth service, established under section four A of 
chapter one hundred and twenty. 


