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vested in the municipal corporation so far as it is consistent with the 
provisions of this act. 

SECTION 36. Action by a representative town meeting in conformity 
with laws now or hereafter applicable to the transaction of town affairs in 
town meeting shall have the same force and effect as if taken in a town 
meeting open to all voters of the town, as organized and conducted 
before the establishment of representative town government. 

SECTION 37. This act shall be submitted for acceptance by the voters 
of the town of Walpole at the annual town meeting in the year nineteen 
hundred and seventy in the form of the following question which shall 
be placed on the official ballot to be used for the election of town officers 
at said meeting: "Shall an act passed by the General Court in the year 
nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, entitled 'An Act establishing in the 
town of Walpole representative town government by limited town 
meetings.', be accepted by the town?" If a majority of the votes in 
answer to said question is in the affirmative, this act shail take effect 
immediately for the purposes of the regular annual town election in the 
year nineteen hundred and seventy-one. Approved August H, 1969. • 

Chap. 710. AN ACT PROVIDING FOB MODIFICATIONS IN THE ELECTION 
OF TOWN MEETING MEMBERS IN THE TOWN OF B E L M O N T ! 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 302 of the acts of 1926 is hereby 
amended by striking out the second and third paragraphs and inserting 
in place thereof the following two paragraphs: — 

Precinct boundaries shall be reviewed and, if need be, wholly or 
partly revised by the selectmen in November, once in ten years, or in 
November of any year when so directed by a vote of a representative 
town meeting not later than October thirtieth of that year. In revis
ing precincts, the selectmen shall be governed by the foregoing pro
visions for establishment of precincts, and shall use voter lists compiled 
for purposes of the last previous presidential election. If, however, the 
constitution or general laws so authorize them the selectmen may, and 
if the constitution or general laws so direct them the selectmen shall, 
revise precincts according to a unit of representation other than regis
tered voters. Each precinct shall be approximately equal according to 
whatever unit of representation is adopted. 

The selectmen shall, within twenty days after any establishment or 
revision of the precincts, but not later than December tenth of the 
same year, file a report of their doings with the town clerk, the regis
trars of voters and the assessors with a map or maps or description of 
the precincts and the names and residences of the registered voters 
therein. The selectmen shall also cause to be posted in the town hall a 
map or maps or description of the precincts as established or revised 
from time to time, with the names and residences of the registered voters 
therein. They shall also cause to be posted in at least one public place 
in each precinct a map or description of that precinct with the names 
and residences of the registered voters therein. The division of the 
town into voting precincts and any revision of such precincts shall take 
effect upon the date of the filing of the report thereof by the selectmen 
with the town clerk, except that revision of precincts shall not take 
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effect until the revised precincts can be effective for state as well as 
town elections. Whenever the precincts are established or revised, the 
town clerk shall forthwith give written notice thereof to the state secre
tary, stating the number and designation of the precincts. Meetings of 
the registered voters of the several precincts for election, for primaries, 
and for voting upon any question to be submitted to all the voters of 
the town, shall be held on the same day and at the same hour and at 
such place or places within the town as the selectmen shall in the war
rant for such meeting direct. The provisions of the general laws, re
lating to precinct voting at elections, so far as the same are not incon
sistent with this act, shall apply to all elections and primaries in the 
town. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 302 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 2, as amended by section 2 of chapter 212 of the acts of 1947, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 2. (a) Prior to any December thirty-first next following 
(i) the effective date of this section, or (ii) an effective revision of precinct 
boundaries, or (iii) the holding of a presidential election, the town clerk 
shall, in accordance with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section, deter
mine the number of town meeting members to be elected from each 
precinct. 

(6) The clerk shall initially compute for each precinct that number 
divisible by three which most nearly provides a representation for the 
precinct in the proportion which the number of registered voters in the 
precinct bears to the total number of registered voters in the town and 
which will cause the total town meeting membership elected from pre
cincts to be as nearly two hundred and eighty-eight as may be. In 
making this computation the clerk shall use the voter lists compiled 
for purposes of the last previous presidential election. If, however, 
precinct boundaries then in effect have been revised according to a unit 
of representation other than registered voters, the clerk shall compute 
the proportion of each precinct to the town according to that unit of 
representation. 

(c) The clerk shall make the final determination of members to be 
elected from precincts as follows: 

If a precinct's boundaries have been established or revised in the 
twelve months preceding the clerk's initial computation, then the voters 
of that precinct shall at the next town election elect by ballot the num
ber of town meeting members provided for in paragraph (b) of this sec
tion. The first third in order of votes received of members so elected 
shall serve three years, the second third shall serve two years, and the 
remaining third shall serve one year, from the day of the next annual 
town meeting; in case of a tie vote affecting the division into thirds, 
the members elected from the precinct shall by ballot determine the 
division. 

If a precinct's boundaries have not been revised in the twelve months 
preceding the clerk's initial computation, and if the initial computation 
requires an increase in a precinct's representation, all additional mem
bers shall be elected at the next town election, one third for a three-
year term, one third for a two-year term and one third for a one-year 
term. If the initial computation requires a decrease in a precinct's 
representation, all town meeting members in the precinct may serve 
the full term for which they were elected, and the decrease shall be 
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brought about over a period of three years through the election for a 
three-year term at each of the next three town elections of one third 
of the number of town meeting members to which the precinct is then 
entitled. During this interim period, vacancies created by retirement, 
death, removal or the like shall not be filled unless the remaining mem
bership elected from the precinct for the same term would be below 
one third of the number to which the precinct is then entitled. 

(d) Except as is otherwise specifically provided in this section, the 
registered voters of each precinct shall, at each annual town election, 
elect for a term of three years one third of the number of town meeting 
members to which the precinct is then entitled, and shall at such elec
tions fill for the unexpired term any vacancy then existing in the pre
cinct. The term of office for all town meeting members elected from 
precincts shall cease upon the election of their successors, including 
persons elected from newly revised precincts. The town clerk shall, 
after every election of town meeting members from precincts, forthwith 
notify each member by mail of his election. 

SECTION 3. The second paragraph of section 3 of said chapter 302 is 
hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence: — A town meeting member who removes 
from the town shall cease to be a town meeting member and an elected 
town meeting member who removes from one precinct to another or is 
elected from a precinct whose boundaries have been newly revised shall 
not retain membership after the next annual election. 

SECTION 4. Section 4 of said chapter 302 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing sentence:— Nomination of candidates for town meeting members 
to be elected under this act shall be made by nomination papers signed 
by noteless than twenty-five voters of the precinct in which the candi
date resides, and filed with the town clerk in accordance with section ten 
of chapter fifty-three of the General Laws; provided, that any town 
meeting member, including any member whose term of office is about 
to cease because he is elected from a precinct whose boundaries have 
been newly revised, may become a candidate for reelection by giving 
written notice thereof to the town clerk in accordance with section ten 
of chapter fifty-three of the General Laws. 

SECTION 5. Section 7 of said chapter 302 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing sentence: — Except as is provided otherwise by section two of this 
act, any vacancies in the full number of town meeting members from 
any precinct may be filled until the next annual election by the remain
ing town meeting members of the precinct from among the registered 
voters thereof. Approved August 14, 1969. 

Chap. 711. AN ACT INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF MONEY THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF NORFOLK COUNTY MAY EXPEND TO 
CONSTRUCT AND ORIGINALLY EQUIP A COMBINATION DORMI
TORY AND CAFETERIA BUILDING AT THE NORFOLK COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 172 of the acts of 1968 is hereby 

amended by striking out, in lines 2 and 3, the words "four hundred thou-


