
ACTS, 1970.— CHAPS. 719, 720. 589 

Item Total 
32. For forest development $3,000 00 

35. For industrial development commission 43,086 90 

36. For Dutch elm disease 5,000 00 

39. For group insurance 31,500 00 

40. For weather station 8,560 00 

Total amount of appropriations $2,241,413 52 
Less estimated amount available for reduction 

of county tax . 516,090 47 
Arid the county commissioners of Berkshire 

County are hereby authorized to levy as 
the county tax of said county for the cur
rent year, in the manner provided by law, 
the sum of $1,725,32305 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 21, 1970. 

Chap. 719. A N ACT VALIDATING THE ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS AT THE 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF THE TOWN OF NORTH READING 
HELD IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY. 

Beit enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The acts and proceedings of the town of North Reading 

at the annual town meeting held on March the seventh, nineteen hun
dred and seventy, and at the adjourned sessions held on March the 
ninth, the sixteenth, the twenty-third and the thirtieth and April the 
sixth, nineteen hundred and seventy, and all acts done in pursuance 
thereof, are hereby in all respects ratified, validated and confirmed to 
the same extent as though the warrant for said meeting and the attested 
copies thereof which were posted in five public places had not been in
correct as to the date for holding the election of town officers, all other 
notices and advertisements of said meeting having been correct and in 
accordance with law. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 21,1970. 

Chap. 720. A N ACT PROVIDING FOR THE PROMOTION OF CERTAIN PER
SONS IN THE INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE OF THE COMMON
WEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the promotion of certain per
sons in the institutional service of the commonwealth, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:. 
SECTION 1. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 42, as most recently amended by chapter 364 of the 
acts of 1964, and inserting in place thereof the following section; — 



590 ACTS, 19701 — CHAP. 720. 

Section 42. Appointments of treasurers, stewards, business managers, 
adjutants and assistant adjutants in the institutional service of the 
commonwealth may be made in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter, or, at the discretion of the appointing authority, as appoint
ments exempt from the provisions of this chapter. 

If an appointing authority proposes to fill a vacancy in the office of 
treasurer, steward, business manager, adjutant or assistant adjutant at 
any institution of the commonwealth, as an appointment exempt from 
the provisions of this chapter, he shall certify to the director the name 
of a person believed to be competent by reason of training and experience 
to fill the vacancy and shall give the director such information concern
ing the proposed appointee as the director may require. The director 
shall immediately make a careful inquiry into the qualifications of the 
proposed appointee and if he is satisfied that the appointee is a com
petent person, with the requisite qualifications, he shall notify the ap
pointing authority that the appointment is approved. Upon receipt of 
such notice the appointment shall take effect, subject to the provisions 
of law relating to the filing of bonds by the treasurers of institutions. 
If the director does not, within thirty days after the appointee is cer
tified to him, notify the appointing authority of his approval, the ap
pointment shall be void. No person appointed under this section in 
accordance with the appointing authority's discretionary powers to 
exempt the appointment from the provisions of this chapter shall be 
classified under the civil service law and rules, and if said person has 
permanent civil service status in a position in the department at the 
time of such exempt appointment, he shall be notified in writing by the 
appointing authority that his civil service status is terminated. A 
copy of such notification shall be filed with the director. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provision of section forty-two of 
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, as amended by section one of 
this act, any person who on the effective date of this act was serving in 
an office or position subject to said section forty-two as in effect prior 
to said effective date and had acquired permanent civil service status in 
the institutional service of the commonwealth may,.at the request of 
the appointing authority, be promoted to state hospital administrative 
assistant, subject to a qualifying or departmental competitive promo
tional examination as the director of civil service shall determine. 

SECTION 3. The director of civil service may authorize upon request 
of the appointing authority the promotion of a person who has been ap
pointed to a position subject to said section forty-two, amended by 
section one of this act, upon submission of reasons satisfactory to the 
director justifying the promotion and providing that such person im
mediately prior to his appointment under said section forty-two had 
permanent civil service, status in the institutional service of the com
monwealth and further provided that such promotion could have been 
authorized in accordance.with the provisions of the civil service law 
and rules notwithstanding the interruption of employment under civil 
service by the appointment under section forty-two of chapter thirty-
one of the General Laws, Approved August 21, 1970. 


