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Chap. 811. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN TRAVELING EXPENSES 
AND MEMBERSHIP DUES OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS BE PAID 
BY THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 23 of chapter 12 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 
Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following 
sentence: — In each district the traveling and contingent expenses 
incurred by the district attorney, or his designee, while attending con
ventions that have been convened for the purpose of considering ques
tions of law reform or statistics and other legal matters affecting the 
welfare of the people, and the membership dues of the district attorney, 
or his designee, in the National District Attorney Association, shall, 
subject to appropriation, be paid by the commonwealth, upon receipt 
of a certificate from the district attorney that they were necessarily 
incurred under the provisions of this section, and upon the approval of a 
justice of the superior court. Approved August 27, 1970. 

Chap. 812. A N A C T PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC HOUSING FOR HANDI
CAPPED PERSONS OF LOW INCOME. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 121B of the General Laws, as appear
ing in section 1 of chapter 751 of the acts of 1969, is hereby amended by 
inserting after the definition of "Federal legislation" the following 
definition: — 

"Handicapped persons of low income", persons whose annual net 
income is less than the amount necessary to enable them to maintain 
decent, safe and sanitary housing and who have been determined, pur
suant to regulations issued by the commissioner to have an impairment 
which is expected to be of long continued and indefinite duration, which 
substantially impedes the ability to live independently in conventional 
housing and which is of such a nature that such ability could be im
proved by more suitable housing conditions. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 121B is hereby further amended by striking 
out the caption preceding section 38, as so appearing, and inserting in 
place thereof the following caption: — 

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY AND THE HANDICAPPED. 
SECTION 3. Section 38 of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is 

hereby amended by adding the following paragraph: — 
It is hereby further declared that there is not, in certain parts of the 

commonwealth, an adequate supply of decent, safe and sanitary housing 
for handicapped persons of low income available for rents which such 
persons can afford to pay, and the rents which such persons can afford 
to pay would not warrant private enterprise in providing housing for 
such persons; that this situation often results in the institutionalization 
of such persons at substantial cost to the commonwealth or their resort 
to decadent or substandard housing with the result that such decadent 
or substandard housing cannot be eliminated; that this situation ag
gravates the hardship of handicapped persons and prevents their living 
productive lives and that the provision of housing for handicapped 
persons of low income is in the interest of the commonwealth and hereby 


