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This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district upon 
its acceptance in the following manner: — in a county, by vote of the 
county commissioners; in a city having a Plan D or Plan E charter by 
majority vote of its city council; in any other city by vote of its city 
council, approved by the mayor; in a district, except as hereinafter 
provided, by vote of the registered voters of the district at a district 
meeting; in a regional school district by vote of the regional district 
school committee; and in a town either by vote of the board of select
men, or by a majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to the follow
ing question which shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used 
at an election in said town: — "Shall the town pay one half of a premium 
for disability income insurance for its employees?" 

The appropriate public authority shall notify the commission of the 
acceptance of this section as soon thereafter as practicable. 

Approved Aprils, 1971. 

Chap. 204. A N ACT REMOVING THE METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING 
COUNCIL FROM T H E EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF COMMUNITIES 
AND DEVELOPMENT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 8 of chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out, in lines 5 and 6, as appearing in section 3 of chapter 704 of 
the acts of 1969, the words "; the metropolitan area planning council". 

Approved April 22, 1971. 

Chap. 205. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE DISTANCE BETWEEN 
SETS OF TRACKS, STRUCTURES OR OBSTRUCTIONS IN RAIL

ROAD YARDS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 134A of chapter 160 of the General Laws, as 

most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 240 of the.acts of 1956, 
is hereby further amended by striking out the first paragraph and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: — 

Tracks in a yard or yard area owned and maintained by a corporation 
or company operating a railroad shall have a minimum distance be
tween center lines of parallel tracks of not less than thirteen feet, plus 
one inch per degree of track curvature. The center line of any ladder 
track, or lead track, constructed parallel to any other adjacent track 
shall have a clearance of not less than seventeen feet from the center 
line of such other track. Platforms or buildings may be constructed 
or maintained at a minimum distance of five feet nine inches from the 
center line of the track adjacent to any such platforms or buildings, 
providing a clearance of not less than eight feet six inches, plus one 
inch per degree of track curvature, is maintained on the opposite side 
of such track to any fixed structure, or the track centers to an adjacent 
track are not less than thirteen feet, plus one inch per degree of track 
curvature. 


