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without the necessity of further proceedings by its city council, 
notwithstanding that this act was not in effect when said order was 
introduced and adopted. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 5,1971. 

Chap. 601. AN ACT INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF REAL AND PERSONAL 
ESTATE WHICH MAY BE HELD BY SPRINGFIELD HOSPITAL 
MEDICAL CENTER. 

Beit enacted, etc., as follows: 

Springfield Hospital Medical Center, formerly Springfield Hospital, 
a charitable corporation incorporated under the laws of the common
wealth on December the twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and eighty-
three, is hereby authorized to hold real and personal estate to an 
amount not exceeding seventy-five million dollars, and no gift, 
devise, bequest or conveyance of real or personal estate heretofore 
made to said corporation shall be invalid by reason of the limit 
heretofore imposed by law upon the amount of said estate allowed to 
be held by it. Approved August 5,1971. 

Chap. 602. AN ACT REQUIRING ALL BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND PUBLIC 
AUTHORITIES TO INFORM CERTAIN OFFICIALS OF CITIES AND 
TOWNS OF STUDIES WHICH AFFECT OR RELATE TO THEHl 
AREAS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 30A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 11A the following section:— 

Section 11B. All state boards and commissions and the governing 
boards or bodies of all such authorities which conduct a study 
affecting or relating to the use of an area of a city or town shall notify 
the mayor or city manager, if any, of the city and the presiding officer 
of the city council, or the chairman of the board of selectmen of the 
town, of the study and shall invite their participation therein. No 
determination shall be made and no results of the study shall be 
released to the public until such notification has been given with a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in it. 

Approved August 5,1971. 

Chap. 603. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF CERTAIN FACSIMILE 
SIGNATURES OF CERTAIN DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS OF COM
MUNITY AFFAIRS AND AUTHORIZING SUCH DEPUTY COMMIS
SIONERS TO EXECUTE THE GUARANTEE OF THE COM
MONWEALTH ON NOTES AND BONDS OF HOUSING AUTHOR
ITIES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 34 of chapter 121B of the General Laws, as amended by 
section 2 of chapter 359 of the acts of 1970, is hereby further amended 
by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph:— 



444 ACTS, 1971. — CHAP. 604. 

The commonwealth, acting by and through the department, may 
enter into a contract or contracts with a housing authority for state 
financial assistance in the form of a guarantee by the commonwealth 
of notes or bonds or both of the housing authority issued to finance 
the cost of a housing project or projects and annual contributions by 
the commonwealth. The guarantee by the commonwealth of the notes 
and bonds of a housing authority shall be executed on each note and 
bond by the commissioner or by the deputy commissioner designated 
by the commissioner. It shall be sufficient if the signature of said 
commissioner or said deputy commissioner upon such instrument is an 
engraved, printed or stamped facsimile signature, provided that he 
has, by a writing bearing his written signature and filed in the office of 
the commissioner of community affairs, authorized his facsimile 
signature to be placed thereon. The facsimile signature of said 
commissioner or said deputy commissioner so engraved, printed or 
stamped thereon shall have the same validity and effect as his written 
signature. If any such commissioner or deputy commissioner shall 
cease to be such officer before the delivery of such instruments, such 
signature or facsimile shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all 
purposes as if he had remained in office until such delivery. 

Approved August 5,1971. 

Chap. G04. AN ACT EXTENDING THE AUTHORITY OF THE UNIFORM 
STATE PLUMBING CODE TO ALL CITIES AND TOWNS IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 142 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 2, as most recently amended by chapter 228 of the 
acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following section:— 

Section 2. Sections one through twenty-two, except section twenty-
one, shall apply to all cities and towns. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 142 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 13, as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 358 
of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section:— 

Section IS. In all cities and towns, the examiners, subject to the 
approval of the department of public health, shall make and from 
time to time in like manner alter, amend and repeal rules and 
regulations relative to the construction, alteration, repair and inspec
tion of plumbing in such cities and towns, which rules and regulations 
shall be reasonable, uniform and based on generally accepted stan
dards of plumbing practice; provided, however, that the application of 
such rules and regulations may be varied by the examiners in a 
particular city or town upon petition of the board of health or health 
department thereof. 

SECTION 3. Any ordinance, by-law or regulation adopted under 
section thirteen of chapter one hundred and forty-two of the General 
Laws or adopted under any previous act of the legislature or any 
statute prior to the effective date of this act, and in effect on said 
date, shall continue in effect until superseded by the rules and 


