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A periodic update and highlights from Race to the Top projects and programs. If you have suggestions, please contact rttt@doe.mass.edu. 

Some Subsidies Available for National Board Certification (NBC) 

Using funds from the US Department of Education, ESE is able to subsidize half of the application costs ($1,250) for up to 38 
educators who are eligible for and wish to seek certification by the National Board for Teaching Standards. ESE particularly 
encourages teachers in Level 3 and Level 4 schools and districts to consider this opportunity. RTTT districts may be able to use 
their funding to support teachers who wish to participate in this professional assessment process, and Title IIA grants can also 
be used to subsidize eligible candidates. The deadline for applying for both the subsidy and the program is December 31, 
2012. General information about the NBC process can be found at www.nbpts.org. Massachusetts licensure information can be 

found at www.doe.mass.edu/educators/recognition/nbpts.html. If you would like further information about the subsidy 

process, please contact Deborah Walker at djwalker@doe.mass.edu. 

Local Educators Convene at First PARCC Educator Leader Cadre (ELC) Meeting in Chicago 

Twenty-four K–12 and postsecondary educators from across Massachusetts met in Chicago in late July, as part of the first 
gathering of a national network of PARCC Educator Leaders. Massachusetts is a governing member of the Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), a consortium of 23 states working to design and develop K–12 
assessments in ELA and mathematics aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The role of the PARCC ELCs will be to 
help communicate information about the CCSS, available resources, and transitions to new assessments to a variety of state, 
regional, local district, and college campus audiences. According to Barbara Libby, Director of the Office for Mathematics and 
Science, the Massachusetts Educator Leader team was energetic and actively engaged in deepening their understanding about 
the new ELA and mathematics standards and PARCC assessments. In addition to full days of presentations, hands-on workshop 
sessions, and expert panel discussions, each day the Massachusetts team met to plan opportunities to share this information 
within their districts, at the regional Readiness Centers, and across the state. For more information, contact Steve Chrostowski, 
PARCC Coordinator, at schrostowski@doe.mass.edu.  

Curriculum Summit 2012: Save the Date 

Registration will open soon for the fifth annual Summit on Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment to be held on November 13, 
2012 and repeated on November 14, 2012 at the Best Western in Marlborough. All school districts and charter schools are 
invited to send teams of up to four representatives designated by the superintendent to participate in this day-long summit. 
Teams may include superintendents and assistant superintendents, curriculum coordinators/directors, special education 
administrators, ELL coordinators, principals, or other district leaders. Mark your calendars for one of these dates and keep an 
eye out for registration information at www.doe.mass.edu/candi/.   

RTTT Student Performance Goals Now Aligned with Federal Accountability System 

We are pleased to announce that the U.S. Department of Education recently approved our request to make the student 
performance goals for Race to the Top and NCLB accountability one and the same. Instead of using two separate measures of 
progress, now both systems will focus district efforts on cutting proficiency gaps in half by 2017. We hope this will help you 
bring greater coherence to your programmatic work. We will update the RTTT district goals and performance measures 
workbooks shortly. Questions can be directed to rttt@doe.mass.edu. 
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Longmeadow, Eight Other Districts, First to Submit Data Through SIF 

Congratulations to the Longmeadow Public Schools, the first district to successfully automate their student SIMS data 
submissions to ESE through the Schools Interoperability Framework (SIF). Eight others have also completed the process, which 
is designed to reduce the burden of multiple reporting requirements and will ultimately result in near real-time access to data 
for teachers and administrators. SCS, SIMS, EPIMS, and the School Safety and Discipline data will eventually all be collected 
through SIF. Other districts who have successfully integrated their data through SIF are the Abby Kelly Foster Charter School, 
Essex Agricultural and Technical School, Grafton, Lee, Maynard, Nantucket, Wachusett and Westport. Congratulations! For 

information about SIF, contact Maryann Donie in Data Collection at mdonie@doe.mass.edu. 

Model Curriculum Units to be Released for Piloting in 2012-2013 
 
Thirty-four model curriculum units (MCUs) will be released for piloting beginning in fall 2012. Teachers from over 60 school 
districts across the Commonwealth worked collaboratively to develop units that span pre-K through grade 12, including units in 
English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and history and social science. The 34 units are the first of over 100 that will be 
developed by August 2014. All curriculum design team educators involved in writing the first 34 units will pilot their unit this 
year. Their participation is pivotal to the success of the piloted units, as the design team teachers will work to identify final 
improvements and revisions prior to publishing. All RTTT school districts will also be given the opportunity to pilot any of the 34 
units beginning this October. The model units exemplify authentic implementation of the new 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks for Mathematics and ELA and Literacy that incorporate the Common Core State Standards, as well as the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks in History and Social Science and Science and Technology/Engineering. MCUs are 
comprised of unit plans, curriculum-embedded performance assessments, and lesson plans. All units have undergone 
independent reviews by outside content expert panels using the Tri-State Rubric for ELA and Mathematics, developed in 
collaboration with our colleagues at the Rhode Island and New York Departments of Education. Science and 
technology/engineering and history and social science units were reviewed using a similar rubric. On Wednesday, October 10, 
2012, we will be hosting a Model Curriculum Kick-Off event at the Best Western Marlborough from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm to 
introduce these model units to districts involved with the RTTT 5 b,c project and the Literacy Partnership Grant. Registration 

information and a link to sign up for the session will be sent to you in September. Contact modelcurr@doe.mass.edu. 

TELL Mass Results are Available 

Data from the TELL Mass survey of educators are now available online at www.tellmass.org/reports.The easily navigated 
website has statewide as well as district and school results (for those that achieved a 50% response rate) and provides guidance 
for use of the data at both the school and district level. This information will be used to inform conversations about school 
climate and culture. RTTT participants are again reminded that teams should have met to review their results and 
collaboratively begin to address at least one issue arising from their data. Questions can be directed to 

tellmass@doe.mass.edu. 

Introducing Edwin                                                                                                             

 RTTT funding is helping to accelerate the development of a comprehensive teaching and learning platform that 
will support educators at every level. Now branded as Edwin, this platform will provide a single point of entry for 
educators to access Department resources in two broad areas: teaching and learning, and analytics. Edwin 
Teaching & Learning will include model curriculum units, curriculum maps, lesson planning tools, and a digital 

library of vetted resources. Edwin Analytics will provide access to existing data systems, including an Early Warning Indicator 
System (EWIS), and student assessment and attendance data. Districts that choose to adopt some or all of these system 
components should see cost savings in their expenditures for software and other systems. For more information, email 

Edwin@doe.mass.edu. 

mailto:mdonie@doe.mass.edu
mailto:modelcurr@doe.mass.edu
http://www.tellmass.org/reports/
mailto:tellmass@doe.mass.edu
mailto:Edwin@doe.mass.edu

	Model Curriculum Units to be Released for Piloting in 2012-2013

