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damages awarded in the order of taking as provided for under section 
seven B because of legal deficiencies in the title of the property 
subject to said order of taking, and if the total amount of the award 
for damages awarded under said order of taking is less than five 
hundred dollars, then said board of officers or any other person 
authorized to make or approve such payment are hereby authorized 
wherever feasible to make or approve such payment in order to 
prevent a hardship on the person or persons in whom the right to 
damage has vested. Approved September 28,1971. 

Chap. 819. AN ACT CONSOLIDATING, REARRANGING AND REVISING THE 
LAWS RELATING TO DOMESTIC CORPORATIONS FOR CHARI
TABLE AND CERTAIN OTHER PURPOSES. • 

. Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its.purpose, which is, in part, to effect certain changes in the laws 
relating to domestic corporations for charitable and certain other 
purposes on October the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one, 
which date has been widely publicized among members of the bench 
and bar as the scheduled effective date for such changes, therefore it 
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immedi
ate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 155 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 1, as most recently amended by section 27 of 
chapter 392 of the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:— 

Section 1. The provisions of this chapter, unless expressly limited 
in their application, shall apply to all corporations' created by or 
organized under the laws of the commonwealth, except incorporated 
domestic insurance companies and except corporations subject to 
chapter one hundred and fifty-six A or corporations subject to chapter 
one hundred and fifty-six B or chapter one hundred and eighty except 
that section two B of this chapter shall apply to all corporations 
subject to either of said chapters and except insofar as such provisions 
are _ inconsistent with other provisions! of law relative to particular 
corporations or classes of corporations, and such provisions shall apply 
to all corporations created by or organized under laws other than ' 
those of the commonwealth sofar as they are made applicable to them 
by reference in this or any other chapter. In this chapter, unless the 
context otherwise requires, "secretary" or "state secretary" means the 
secretary of the commonwealth. 

SECTION 2. Section two A of said chapter one hundred and fifty-
five is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 180 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out sections 1, 2, 2A, 2B, 3, 4, 5 and 6, inclusive, and inserting 
in place thereof the following eight sections:— 

Section 1. This chapter shall apply to all corporations whenever 
established, except sofar as such application may be inconsistent with 
provisions still in force of any special acts of incorporation, enacted 
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before March the eleventh, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, and not 
subject to amendment, alteration or repeal by the general court, or 
with provisions of any special acts of incorporation enacted after 
October the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one. • 

All corporations existing on October the first, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-one and their directors, officers, members and stockholders 
shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities and be 
subject to all the liabilities set forth in this chapter to the same extent 
as corporations formed under this chapter and their directors, officers 
and members; provided that this chapter shall not take away _ or 
impair any remedy which may exist by law against a corporation 
existing on said date, its directors, officers, members or stockholders, 
for a liability incurred prior thereto. 

All corporations shall be subject to such laws as may be enacted 
after October the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one affecting or 
altering their corporate rights or duties or dissolving them. 

Section 2. In this chapter the following words shall, unless a 
contrary intention appears, have the following meanings:— 

(a) "articles of organization", the articles of organization of a 
corporation, including any special acts, as from time to time restated 
or amended, including articles of merger or consolidation; 

(b) "by-laws", the code or codes of rules adopted for the regulation 
or management of the affairs of the corporation irrespective of the 
name or names by which such rules are designated; 

(c) "corporation", a domestic corporation (i) heretofore established 
either by general or special law for any one or more of the purposes 
mentioned in section four or (ii) organized under this chapter on or 
after October the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one; 

(d) "directors" or "board of directors", the directors of a corpora
tion, including persons and officers having the powers of directors; 

(e) "member", one having membership rights, whether or not 
designated as a member, in a corporation in accordance with the 
provisions of its articles of organization or by-laws. 

Section S. One or more persons, of the age of twenty-one years or 
more in the case of natural persons, may act as incorporators to form 
a corporation for any of the purposes mentioned in section four. The 
corporation shall be formed in the manner prescribed in and subject to 
section thirty of chapter sixty-nine, section two B of chapter one 
hundred and fifty-five and sections eleven, twelve and thirteen of 
chapter one hundred and fifty-six B, except that the corporation shall 
have no capital stock, the articles of organization shall omit references 
to stock and stockholders, the articles of organization shall specify the 
purposes for which the corporation is formed and the corporation may 
not assume a name that is misleading as to its corporate purposes. 

A corporation may have one or more classes of members. If the 
corporation has one or more classes of members, the designation of 
such class or classes, the manner of election or appointment, the 
duration of membership and the qualifications and rights, including 
voting rights, of the members' of each class shall be set forth in the 
articles of organization or the by-laws. 

Section 4- A corporation may be formed for any one or more of the 
following purposes: — 
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(a) for any civic, educational, charitable, benevolent or religious 
purpose; 

(6) for the prosecution of any antiquarian, historical, literary, 
scientific, medical, chiropractic, artistic, monumental or musical 
purpose; 

(c) for establishing and maintaining libraries; 
(d) for supporting any missionary enterprise having for its object 

the dissemination of religious or educational instruction in foreign 
countries; 

(e) for promoting temperance or morality in the commonwealth; 
(/) for fostering, encouraging or engaging in athletic exercises or 

yachting; 
(g) for encouraging the raising of choice breeds of domestic 

animals and poultry; 
{h) for the association and accommodation of societies of Free 

Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias or other charitable or social 
bodies of a like character and purpose; 

(i) for the establishment and maintenance of places for reading 
rooms, libraries or social meetings; 

(;') for establishing boards of trade, chambers of commerce and 
bodies of like nature; 

(fc) for providing nonprofit credit counseling services, as defined in 
section foiir A; 

(I) for encouraging agriculture or horticulture; for improving and 
ornamenting the streets and public squares of any city or town by 
planting and cultivating ornamental trees therein and also otherwise 
improving the physical aspects of such city or town and furthering the 
recreation and enjoyment of the inhabitants thereof. 

Section 4A. Credit counseling services as used in this chapter shall 
mean (a) the providing of financial and budgetary advice and 
judgment to individuals in connection with the creation of a budge
tary plan; or [b) the creation of a plan whereby an individual turns 
over an agreed amount of his income to a nonprofit credit counseling 
corporation which distributes it to his creditors in accordance with a 
plan which they have approved and which may provide for smaller 
payments or a longer term than the original contract; or (c) the 
providing of educational services relating to the use of credit; or (d) 
any combination of these. 

No person, other than an attorney or a nonprofit charitable 
corporation organized under the provisions of this chapter, shall 
render those credit counseling services specified in clause (6). Each 
such corporation shall comply with the provisions of section eight F of 
chapter twelve. 

Any such corporation formed for credit counseling purposes shall 
not engage in the practice of law. If it appears that an individual 
receiving credit counseling services needs legal advice or counsel, he 
shall be referred to an attorney of his own choice, the local bar 
association referral service or a local legal aid program, whichever 
course may seem most appropriate. 

Section 5. Before making and issuing a certificate of incorporation 
to or approving a change of location of the principal office of a 
corporation formed for any of the purposes described in section four or 
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approving the change of name of any corporation formed as aforesaid 
which is subject to section twenty-six, the state secretary may forward 
a statement to the aldermen of any city, except Boston, or to the 
selectmen of any town where such corporation occupies or uses or is to 
occupy or use any premises for the transaction of any of its corporate 
activities, and, if such premises are or are to be in Boston, to the 
police commissioner, giving a list of the applicants for incorporation 
or the officers of the corporation seeking to change its name or 
location, the purposes of such proposed incorporation or change, of 
name as stated by them, the location of the premises occupied or used 
or proposed to be occupied or used, which shall include the street 
and number, if any, and all other facts which may be stated in the 
application for incorporation or the petition for approval of change of 
name or location. The mayor and aldermen, selectmen or police 
commissioner, upon the receipt of such statement, shall immediately 
make investigation for the purpose of ascertaining whether any of the 
proposed incorporators, or officers of the- petitioning corporation, or 
any other persons known to be, or apparently, identified with said 
proposed or petitioning corporation as members, employees or other
wise, and actually participating or to participate in the management 
of its affairs, or in the direction of its business, have been engaged in 
the illegal selling of alcoholic beverages, as defined in section one of 
chapter one hundred and thirty-eight, or in keeping places or tene
ments used for illegal gaming, or any other business or vocation 
prohibited by law, or are persons of ill repute, or whether any location 
to be occupied is unsuitable, and shall forthwith report to'the state 
secretary all the facts ascertained. If, in his opinion, it appears from 
said report or otherwise that a probable purpose or probable result of 
the formation of the proposed corporation or of the proposed change 
of name or location is or will be to cover or shield any illegal business 
or practices, or any business not within the scope of the expressed 
corporate purposes, he shall refuse to issue a certificate of incorpora
tion or approve the change of name or location, as the case may be. 

Section 6. A corporation shall have, and may exercise in further
ance of its corporate purposes, the powers specified in paragraphs (a) 
through (d), inclusive, and (k) of section nine of chapter one hundred 
and fifty-six B and the power to convey land to which it has a legal 
title. If and to the extent provided in its articles of organization the 
corporation shall have, and may exercise in furtherance of its cor
porate purposes, any one or more or all of the other powers specified 
in said section nine except in paragraph (m) thereof, and also the 
power specified in section nine A of chapter one hundred and fifty-six 
B, provided that no such power shall be exercised in a manner 
inconsistent with this chapter or any other chapter of the General 
Laws. This chapter shall not limit or reduce any powers of corporations 
whether general or special existing on October the first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-one. 
_ Corporations organized under this chapter or corresponding provi

sions of earlier laws exclusively for religious purposes shall have the 
right to purchase, hold, preserve and maintain burial grounds; pro
vided, that no land shall be so used for burial purposes unless such use 
shall have been permitted and approved in accordance with the 
provisions of chapter one hundred and fourteen. 
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Any corporation may hold real and personal estate to an unlimited 
amount, which estate or its income shall be devoted to the purposes 
set forth in its charter or articles of organization or in any amendment 
thereof, and it may receive and hold, in trust or otherwise, funds 
received by gift or bequest to be devoted by it to such purposes; this 
provision shall be applicable notwithstanding the specification of a 
limited amount in any special law. 

Any recordable instrument purporting to affect an interest in real 
estate, executed in the name of a corporation by two of its officers, of 
whom one is the president or a vice-president and the other is the 
treasurer or an assistant treasurer, shall he binding on the corporation 
in favor of a purchaser or other person relying in good faith on such 
instrument notwithstanding inconsistent provisions of the articles of 
organization, by-laws, resolutions or votes of the corporation. 

Indemnification of directors, officers, employees and other agents of 
a corporation and persons who serve at its request as directors, officers, 
employees or other agents of another organization in which it has an 
interest may be provided by it to whatever extent shall be specified in 
or authorized by (i) the articles of organization or (ii) a by-law 
adopted by the members or (Hi) a vote adopted by a majority of the 
members entitled to vote on the election of directors. Except as the 
articles of organization or by-laws otherwise require, indemnification 
of any persons referred to in the preceding sentence who are not 
directors of the corporation may be provided by it to the extent 
authorized by the directors. Such indemnification may include pay
ment by the corporation of expenses incurred in defending a civil or 
criminal action or proceeding in advance of the final disposition of 
such action or proceeding, upon receipt of an undertaking by the 
person indemnified to repay such payment if he shall be adjudicated 
to be not entitled to indemnification under this section. Any such 
indemnification may be provided although the person to be indemni
fied is no longer an officer, director, employee or agent of the 
corporation or of such other organization. No indemnification shall be 
provided for any person with respect to any matter as to which he 
shall have been adjudicated in any proceeding not to have acted in 
good faith in the reasonable belief that his action was in the best 
interests of the corporation. The absence of any express provision for 
indemnification shall not limit any right of indemnification existing 
independently of this section. A corporation shall have power to 
purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or 
was a director, officer, employee or other agent of the corporation or is 
or was serving at the request of the corporation as a director, officer, 
employee or other agent of another organization, in which it has an 
interest, against any liability incurred by him in any such capacity, or 
arising out of his status as such, whether or not the corporation would 
have the power to idemnify him against such liability. 

Section 6A. A corporation may make, amend and repeal by-laws in 
the manner prescribed in and subject to sections sixteen and seventeen 
of chapter one hundred and fifty-six B, substituting members for 
stockholders. A corporation may prescribe by its by-laws the manner 
in which and the officers and agents by whom its purposes may be 
accomplished. Instead of the directors and other officers to be elected 
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at the first meeting, the corporation may have a board of other officers 
with the powers of directors and presiding, financial and recording 
officers with the powers of president, treasurer and clerk. 

The clerk shall be a resident of the commonwealth unless the 
corporation shall have a duly appointed resident agent. Any corpora
tion which shall fail to have either a clerk of the corporation who is a 
resident of the commonwealth or a duly appointed resident agent shall 
forfeit not more than five hundred dollars to be recovered in the 
manner described in section one hundred and thirteen of chapter one 
hundred and fifty-six B. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, the corporation may by its 
by-laws determine the manner of calling and conducting its meetings; 
the number of members which shall constitute a quorum; the mode of 
voting by proxy; and the tenure of office of the directors and officers 
and the manner of their election and removal; and may annex 
suitable penalties to such by-laws, not exceeding twenty dollars for 
one offence; but no by-law inconsistent with law shall be made by a 
corporation. Special meetings of the members may be called by.the 
president or by the directors, and shall be called by the clerk or, in the 
case of the death, absence, incapacity or refusal of the clerk, by any 
other officer, upon written application of three or more members 
entitled to vote thereat. In case none of the officers is able and willing 
to call a special meeting, the supreme judicial or superior court, 
upon application of three or more members entitled to vote thereat, 
shall have jurisdiction in equity to authorize one or more of such 
members to call a meeting by giving such notice as is required by 
law. 

SECTION 4. Said chapter 180 is hereby further amended by striking 
out section 7 and inserting in place thereof the following two 
sections:— 

Section 7. A corporation may authorize, at a meeting duly called 
for the purpose, by vote of two thirds of its members legally qualified 
to vote in meetings of the corporation (or, in the case of a corporation 
having capital stock, by the holders of two thirds of the capital stock 
having the right to vote thereon) any amendment of its articles of 
organization, including a change of its purposes or name, or a 
restatement of its articles of organization which restatement may 
affect any permitted amendment; provided that any provision added 
to or change made in its articles of organization by such amendment 
could have been included in and any provision deleted thereby could 
have been omitted from, original articles of organization filed at the 
time of such meeting; and provided also, that no articles of amend
ment or restated articles of organization shall be approved and filed 
by the state secretary (i) if as a result thereof the name .of a 
corporation subject to section twenty-six would be changed, until after 
approval of such change by the state secretary, or (u) if the purposes 
of any corporation are to be amended to include purposes which are 
such that the articles of organization of a corporation newly organized 
under this chapter for such purposes must be approved by any 
department or officer of this commonwealth as a condition of organiza
tion under this chapter, until after approval of the articles of 
amendment or the restated articles' of organization by such depart-
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ment or officer. Articles of amendment shall -be signed and submitted 
to the state secretary in the manner prescribed in and subject to 
section seventy-two of chapter one hundred and fifty-six B, and 
restated articles of organization shall be signed and submitted to the 
state secretary in the manner prescribed in and subject to section 
seventy-four of chapter one hundred and fifty-six B. 

Section 7A. A corporation that is unable to comply with section 
seven or section ten may petition the state secretary for any amend
ment to its articles of organization, or for a restatement of its articles 
of organization, authorized by said section seven or for approval of 
articles of consolidation or merger authorized by said section ten. The 
petition shall state the relief sought and the reason for inability to 
comply, shall contain a list of the officers and members of the 
corporation, sofar as they are known, and shall be signed under the 
penalties of perjury by an officer or member. The state secretary may 
require the petitioner to supply information as to what attempt, if 
any, has been made to secure the vote required to comply with said 
section seven or said section ten with respect to the proposed action, 
as well as any other pertinent information, and may direct the 
petitioner to give further notice to the persons entitled to vote, sofar 
as they are known, by publication or otherwise, in such manner as he 
shall specify. If the state secretary becomes satisfied that the proposed 
action is approved by such persons entitled to vote as have expressed 
an opinion in relation thereto, or of a reasonable proportion thereof, 
and if he finds that the petition otherwise conforms to the provisions 
of law, he shall endorse his approval thereon, and the document shall 
be filed and otherwise dealt with in accordance with section seven or 
section ten as the case may be and other applicable provisions of law, 
and shall be treated in all respects as an amendment to or restatement 
of the articles of organization or as articles of consolidation or merger 
as the case may be. 

SECTION 5. Said chapter 180 is hereby further amended by striking 
out sections 9 to 11B, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the 
following seven sections:— 

Section 9. Any civic, educational, charitable, benevolent, church or 
cemetery organization created or organized under the laws of the 
commonwealth, the evidence of the corporate existence of which is not 
on file in the records of the state secretary by reason of the 
destruction of records or by reason of the fact that it was organized 
before such recording was required, may file such evidence with the 
state secretary. The evidence of corporate existence shall include, sofar 
as originals are available, copies of agreements of association and 
articles of organization or. similar documents, and a certificate 
executed by the president, treasurer, clerk and a majority of the 
directors, setting forth, sofar as known, the history and present status 
of the corporation and its structure such as would have been disclosed 
by the filing of the original corporation documents and amendments 
thereto. The state secretary, if satisfied of its corporate existence, shall. 
endorse his approval upon such copies of the agreement of association 
and articles of organization or similar documents and upon such 
certificate, and, upon receipt of a filing fee of five dollars, shall file the 
same in his office, and shall issue a certificate of incorporation, in such 
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form as he shall determine, dated as of the earliest date upon which 
such documents shall indicate the corporation to have been in 
existence. Any civic, educational, charitable, benevolent, church or 
cemetery organization to which a certificate of incorporation is so 
issued shall thereafter comply with the provisions of the general laws 
relating to similar corporations. 

Section 10. Any two or more corporations may consolidate to form 
a new corporation, or may merge into a single corporation, which may 
be any of the constituent corporations; and any one or more corpora
tions may consolidate or merge with one or more other corporations 
organized under the laws of any other state or states of the United 
States, if the laws of such other state or states permit; the resulting or 
surviving corporation in the case of any such consolidation or merger 
to be a corporation having no capital stock organized under this 
chapter for any one or more of the purposes mentioned in section four. 
Any such consolidation or merger, carried out in the manner specified 
in this section, shall have the effect set forth in section eighty of 
chapter one hundred and fifty-six B. 

Such corporations as desire to consolidate or merge shall enter into 
an agreement of consolidation or merger signed in the manner 
prescribed in section seventy-eight of chapter one hundred and fifty-
six B, which shall set forth:— 

(1) the names of the corporations proposing to consolidate or 
merge, the state of organization of each such constituent corporation 
not organized under the laws of this commonwealth and the name of 
the resulting or surviving corporation; 

(2) the purposes of the resulting or surviving corporation; 
(3) the terms and conditions of the consolidation or merger, 

including in the case of any constituent corporation having capital 
stock the method of retiring and cancelling such stock; and 

(4) the manner of fixing the effective date of the consolidation or 
merger, which shall be fixed as provided in said section seventy-eight 
of chapter one hundred and fifty-six B. 

The agreement of consolidation or merger may contain such other 
provisions as are permitted by section three to be included in the 
articles of organization of a corporation, together with any provisions 
deemed necessary or desirable in connection with the consolidation or 
merger, including without limitation a provision permitting the aban
donment thereof, which are not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

The agreement of consolidation or merger shall be adopted by each 
of the constituent corporations in accordance with the laws of the 
state in which it is organized and in the case of each constituent 
corporation organized under the laws of this commonwealth by vote of 
two thirds of its members legally qualified to vote in meetings of the 
corporation or, in the case of a constituent corporation having capital 
stock, by the holders of two thirds of the capital stock having the 
right to vote thereon at a meeting duly called for the purpose, in the 
manner prescribed in section seventy-eight of chapter one hundred 
and fifty-six B. 

Unless such agreement is abandoned pursuant to provisions con
tained therein, articles of consolidation or articles of merger shall be 
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signed and submitted to the state secretary in the manner prescribed 
in and subject to section seventy-eight of chapter one hundred and 
fifty-six B and, in the case of one or more constituent corporations 
organized under the laws of any other state, section seventy-nine of 
said chapter one hundred and fifty-six B, and shall become effective 
as provided in said section seventy-eight of chapter one hundred and 
fifty-six B; provided, however, that no articles of consolidation or 
merger shall be approved and filed by the state secretary (i) if as a 
result thereof the name of a constituent corporation subject to section 
twenty-six would be changed, until after approval of such change by 
the state secretary, or (ii) if the purposes of .the resulting or surviving 
corporation are such that the articles of organization of a corporation 
newly organized under this chapter for such purposes must be 
approved by any department or officer of this commonwealth as • a 
condition of organization under this chapter, until after approval of 
the articles of consolidation or merger by such department or officer. 

The resulting or surviving corporation shall within twenty days of 
the effective date of the consolidation or merger file a copy of the 
articles of consolidation certified by the state secretary in the registry 
of deeds in each district within the commonwealth in which real 
property of any constituent corporation is situated, or in lieu of such 
certified copy a certificate issued by the state secretary in accordance 
with the procedure set forth in section eighty-four of chapter one 
hundred and fifty-six B. 

Section 10 A. Every corporation shall, except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter, be subject to sections six, eight, ten, eleven, fourteen, 
thirty-two, thirty-five, thirty-seven, thirty-eight, forty-three, forty-
nine, fifty-six, fifty-seven, fifty-eight, fifty-nine, sixty-eight, sixty-
nine, one hundred and two, one hundred and four, one hundred and 
five, one hundred and six and one hundred and eight of chapter one 
hundred and fifty-six B, except that:—(a) the filing fees provided in 
section eleven C shall be applicable; 

(b) the provisions of such sections of chapter one hundred and 
fifty-six B pertaining to stock and stockholders, shares and classes or 
series of shares and stock and transfer records, and the like shall, 
except in the case of a corporation having capital stock outstanding, 
be applicable as nearly as may be to members, classes of members and 
records of membership; 

(c) the definitions of terms provided in this chapter shall be 
applicable; 

(d) no corporation may assume a name that is misleading as to its 
corporate purposes.. 

Section 11. A corporation which does not constitute a public 
charity and which desires to close its affairs may, unless otherwise pro
vided in its articles of organization, by the vote of a majority of its 
members legally qualified to vote in meetings of the corporation, au
thorize a petition for its dissolution to be filed in the supreme judicial 
or superior court setting forth in substance the grounds of the applica
tion; and after such notice as the court may order and after hearing, 
the court may decree a dissolution of the corporation. Upon any 
dissolution in accordance with this chapter, the existence of the 
corporation shall cease, subject toi applicable provisions of law :for 
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continuation to close its affairs, for the appointment of receivers and 
for revival. 

Upon dissolution of a corporation in accordance with this chapter, 
the clerk of the court in which the decree therefor is entered shall 
forthwith make, return thereof to the state secretary giving the name 
of the corporation and the date upon which such decree was entered. 
The state secretary shall thereupon notify the person shown by his 
records to have last served as clerk of the corporation of the entry of 
such decree and the date thereof. 

Section 11 A. A charitable corporation constituting a public charity 
organized under the provisions of general or special law, which desires 
to close its affairs, may, by vote of a majority of its board of 
directors, authorize a petition for its dissolution to be filed in the 
supreme judicial court setting forth in substance the grounds of the 
application for dissolution and requesting the court to authorize the 
administration of its funds for such similar public charitable purposes 
as the court may determine. The provisions of this section shall 
constitute the sole method for the voluntary dissolution of any such 
charitable corporation. 

Section 11B. If any charitable corporation described in section 
eleven A fails to comply for two consecutive years with the provisions 
of section eight F of chapter twelve requiring the filing of annual 
financial reports with the office of the attorney general, or if the 
attorney general is satisfied that such corporation has become inactive 
and that its dissolution would be in the public interest, the attorney, 
general may petition the supreme judicial court for the dissolution of 
such corporation, requesting the court to authorize the administration 
of its funds for such similar public charitable purposes as the court 
may determine, and the court, after notice by mail or otherwise as it 
may order, may dissolve such corporation. The 'attorney general may 
include as many corporations in a single application as he deems fit, 
and the court may include in its decree any or all of said corporations. 
The clerk of the supreme judicial court shall submit to the commis
sioner of corporations and taxation a list of corporations so dis
solved. 

Section 11C. (a) The fee for filing articles of organization required 
by section three shall be twenty-five dollars. 

(6) The fee for filing articles of amendment required by section 
seven shall be five dollars. 

(c) The fee for filing restated articles of organization in accordance 
with section seven shall be twenty-five dollars. 

(d) The fee for filing a petition in accordance with'section seven 
shall be twenty-five dollars. 

(e) The fee for filing articles of consolidation or merger in accor
dance with section ten shall be twenty-five dollars. 

(/) The fee for the reservation of a name, or the extension of a 
reservation, shall be two dollars and payment of the fee shall 
accompany the application. 

(g) The fee for filing all other certificates, statements or reports 
required by this chapter shall be five dollars for each certificate, 
statement or report, unless another filing fee is specifically provided 
therefor. 
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SECTION 6. The first sentence of section 17 of said chapter 180, as 
amended by section 6 of chapter 559 of the acts of 1947, is hereby 
further amended by inserting after the word "treasurer", in line 14, 
the words:—; except that such by-laws may not restrict the right of 
the members thereof to offer nominations from the floor at the annual 
meeting of the corporation nor prevent any member thereof from 
receiving a copy of the by-laws upon written request, but may require 
that for such nominations from the floor to be valid a notice signed by 
not less than seven members, giving the names of such nominees, be 
first filed with the corporation's recording officer-not later than ten 
days prior to the date of the annual meeting. 

SECTION 7. Said section 17 of said chapter 180 is hereby further 
amended by inserting after the first sentence the following sen
tence:—If pursuant to the by-laws the report of a nominating 
committee is sent to the members at least thirty days prior to the date 
of the annual meeting, the by-laws may require, instead of the 
foregoing requirement, that the notice of nominations be first filed 
with the corporation's recording officer within twenty days after the 
nominating committee's report is sent out. 

SECTION 8. The first paragraph of section 26A of said chapter 180 
is hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, as appearing in chapter 
390 of the acts of 1956, the word "two" and inserting in place thereof 
the word:—four. 

SECTION 9. Section 27 of said chapter 180, as amended by section 
22 of chapter 328 of the acts of 1934, is hereby further amended by 
striking out, in line 5, the word "two" and inserting in place thereof 
the word:—four. 

SECTION 10. Section 28 of said chapter 180, as appearing in the 
Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 6, 
the word "two" and inserting in place thereof the word:—four. 

SECTION 11. Nothing in this act shall affect the validity of capital 
stock heretofore lawfully issued by a charitable corporation nor the 
rights of holders of such stock; provided, that no additional capital 
stock shall be issued by such corporation. 

SECTION 12. This act shall take effect on October the first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-one. Approved October 1,1971. 

C h a p . 8 2 0 . A N A C T P R O V I D I N G F O R A T A K I N G O F A C E N S U S O F I N 

H A B I T A N T S FOR REDIVISION OF WARDS AND PRECINCTS IN 
CITIES AND TOWNS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE XCII 
OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the taking of a census 
of inhabitants for redivision of wards and precincts in cities and 
towns in accordance with Article XCII of the Amendments to the 
Constitution, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section six of chapter nine of the General Laws is 
hereby repealed. 


