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Chap. 906. AN ACT DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
TO CONSTRUCT A NEW DAM OR TO RECONSTRUCT THE DAM 
AT EAST TEMPLETON POND IN THE TOWN OF TEMPLETON. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
§ SECTION 1. The division of waterways of the department of public 
works is hereby authorized and directed to make a survey and construct 
a new dam or to reconstruct the dam at the East Templeton Pond, 
referred to as First Pond, in the town of Templeton. 

SECTION 2. Any unexpended funds made available by section six of 
chapter six hundred and eighty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
sixty-eight may be used to meet the cost of the expenditures necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this act. Approved October 14,1971. 

Chap. 907. A N ACT LIMITING THE TERM OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT BOARD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 15 of chapter 23 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out the third paragraph, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 611 
of the acts of 1961, and inserting in place thereof the following para
graph : — 

The governor shall designate one of the members as chairman of the 
board and he shall serve as chairman during the term of said governor 
unless his term as a member expires sooner. 

Approved October 14, 1971. 

C h a p . 9 0 8 . A N A C T R E L A T I V E T O T H E F U R N I S H I N G O F A I D A N D A S 

S I S T A N C E BY THE COMMONWEALTH TO POOR AND INDIGENT 
PERSONS RESIDING THEREIN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The General Laws are hereby amended by striking out chapter 117 

and inserting in place thereof the following chapter: — 

CHAPTER 117. 

SUPPORT BY THE COMMONWEALTH. 
Section 1. The commonwealth, acting by and through the depart

ment of public welfare, shall assist, to the extent practicable, all poor 
and indigent persons residing therein, whenever they stand in need of 
such assistance. The aid furnished shall be determined by the depart
ment on the basis of the circumstances surrounding each application, 
shall be sufficient to maintain an adequate standard of living for the 
poor and indigent applicant and his immediate family who are eligible 
as hereinafter provided, shall be in an amount to be determined in ac
cordance with budgetary standards of the department and shall be 
granted from the date of the application therefor; provided, however, 
that such assistance shall not, in any form or manner, include the pur
chase of furniture and shall include medical assistance as so certified 
by the applicant's attending physician. 
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Section 2. The following words as used in this chapter, unless the 
context otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings: — 

(a) "Department", the state department of public welfare. 
(b) "Reside", to occupy, and have an established place of abode with 

no present intention of definite and early removal, but not necessarily 
with the intention of remaining permanently; provided, however, that 
confinement of a person in any nursing home, hospital or other medical 
institution in the commonwealth shall not, in and of itself, be sufficient 
evidence to qualify such person as a resident under this chapter. 

(c) "Institution", any hospital, sanatorium, boarding or rest home, 
or convalescent or nursing home, for the operation of which a license is 
required by law; any facility conducted by an agency incorporated 
under chapter one hundred and eighty or any special act as a charitable 
corporation; and any facility operated by municipal, county, state and 
federal government. 

(d) "Student", a person regularly attending a school, college or 
university or regularly attending a course/ of vocational or technical 
training, all beyond the level of secondary education. 

Section 8. If the applicant is between the ages of eighteen and sixty-
five years, or a dependent sixteen years of age or over, who is not in 
school, nor gainfully employed, nor in training, the department shall 
require that said applicant submit, with his application for aid or as
sistance, evidence from the division of employment security that said 
applicant has registered for work at a local employment office of the 
division. 

No person shall be eligible for aid or assistance under this chapter 
who willfully fails without good cause, as determined by the depart
ment, to maintain his registration for work as provided in the first 
paragraph of this section or to accept a referral to or offer of suitable 
employment. He shall be required to report to the department in
formation with respect to any job to which he has been referred. The 
department shall, not less frequently than once every three months, 
request verification from the division of employment security of an 
applicant's record with that agency. 

No individual shall be considered ineligible for aid or assistance be
cause of failure to comply with the provisions of this section, if such 
failure is due to illness or disability. In no event shall such failure 
affect the.eligibility of minor children for assistance under this chapter. 

No recipient of assistance under chapter one hundred and eighteen A 
or one hundred and eighteen D, or female recipients of assistance with 
dependent children under high school age, shall be subject to the pro
visions of this section. 

Section 4- The benefits of this chapter shall be available to any ap
plicant who resides in the commonwealth and who is between the ages 
of eighteen and sixty-five years, unless otherwise eligible under section 
twenty-three B of chapter one hundred and nineteen; provided, how
ever, that students shall not be so eligible either as an applicant or as 
the dependent of an applicant. 

Section 5. An application for assistance by an individual shall be 
made to the department on forms prepared by the department. Such 
forms shall include, but need not be limited to, the following informa
tion:— the name, address, marital status, date and place of birth; 
social security number and usual occupation of the applicant and each 
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dependent member of the applicant's family; the total income from 
wages, salaries, pensions, fees, tips, bonuses and all other sources of 
income of all such persons; the description of any real estate owned by 
the applicant or any member of his immediate family including the fair 
market value thereof and the equity therein; the description of any 
motor vehicle, or boat, or trailer, or similar assets readily convertible 
into cash owned by the applicant or any member of his family. Such 
form shall require that the applicant provide any information required 
by the department to determine his eligibility under the penalties of 
perjury and shall include a statement giving consent to the department 
to investigate all facts related to the applicant's eligibility for assistance. 
No assistance shall be rendered by the department until a visit has been 
made to the home of the applicant by an agent of the department and 
until all facts contained in his application for assistance have been veri
fied; provided, however, that the department may render assistance in 
the form of food orders and shelter for a period not to exceed two weeks 
pending its determination of the applicant's eligibility for additional 
assistance; and provided, further, that such determination of eligibility 
shall be made within said two week period, and the applicant is notified 
of such determination by certified mail. 

Section 6". Assistance granted to an applicant under the provisions 
of this chapter shall continue for a period of ninety days from the date 
of the application and may be continued for additional periods, each 
period not to exceed ninety days if, upon review, the department de
termines that the applicant is still eligible for such assistance. The 
eligibility of an applicant shall be reconsidered or redetermined by the 
department: — (a) at the end of the eightieth day of the original ninety 
day period; (b) when required on the basis of information the depart
ment has obtained previously about anticipated changes in the appli
cant's situation; (c) when a report is obtained from any source which 
indicates that changes in the recipient's circumstances may affect the 
amount of assistance to which he is entitled or may make him ineligible. 
If any recipient shall by gift, inheritance or other manner acquire addi
tional assets at any time during which he is receiving assistance from 
the department under the provisions of this chapter, he shall immedi
ately report such acquisition to the department which shall immediately 
make a reevaluation of such recipient's eligibility. 

Section 7. No person dependent on public support shall be placed 
by the department or by any veteran's agent, board of health or other 
public authority in any hospital, nursing home, infirmary or institution 
not operated by the commonwealth which is not licensed as required 
by chapter one hundred and eleven. Any person violating the provi
sions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-
five or more than one hundred dollars. 

Section 8. A person shall be liable in contract to the commonwealth 
for expenses incurred by it under this chapter for his support to which 
he was not entitled, and action may be taken by the commonwealth to 
compel payment at any time within six years after the date when said 
person last received support or assistance under this chapter or chap
ter one hundred and eighteen A. The executor or administrator of 
such person shall likewise be liable for such expenses. 

If relief or support under this chapter is necessary as a result of an 
accident, injury or illness for which moneys are expected to be provided 
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by accident or health insurance, workmen's compensation, or other
wise, the department shall require 'the person in need of such relief or 
support to provide for the reimbursement of the commonwealth for 
each day of such relief or support by assigning to the commonwealth 
an equivalent amount of the moneys to be so realized for such day. 
Such assignment may be enforced by petition to the district court within 
the jurisdiction of which the person resides. Upon receipt thereof the 
department shall notify any potentially liable third party of the exis
tence of such assignment. 

Section 9. The kindred of such poor persons, in the line of degree of 
father, mother and children, by consanguinity, living in the common
wealth, and of sufficient ability, shall be bound to support such poor 
persons in proportion to their respective ability; provided, however, 
that parents shall not be required to support or contribute to the sup
port of any of their children twenty-one years of age or over who are 
poor or indigent. 

Section 10. No person receiving aid under this chapter shall be dis
criminated against with respect to the amount of such aid on account 
of the receipt of old age assistance under chapter one hundred and 
eighteen A by another member of his family who lives with him. 

Section 11. A justice of a district court in the judicial district in 
which the person given such relief or support resides, or in the judicial 
district in which any one of such kindred to be charged resides, upon 
complaint of the commonwealth or kindred put to expense for the re
lief or support of such person, may on due hearing assess and apportion 
upon such of the kindred as the court finds to be of sufficient ability 
and in proportion thereto such amount as the court considers reasonable 
for or towards the support of the person to the time of such assessment 
and may enforce payment thereof by execution in common form. 

Section 12. The court may further assess and apportion upon said 
kindred such weekly amount as it finds sufficient for the future support 
of the person, which shall be paid quarterly until further order of the 
court; and upon application from time to time of the commonwealth 
or kindred, to whom it is ordered to be paid, the clerk of said court 
shall issue and may renew an execution for the arrears of any preceding 
quarter. 

Section IS. The court may, upon application of any party interested, 
make further orders, alter such assessment and apportionment accord
ing to circumstances, and may order with and by whom of such kin
dred as desire it such person shall Uve and be relieved, and the length 
of time he shall live with different kindred, having regard to the com
fort of the person as well as the convenience of the kindred. 

Section 14- A complaint, under section eleven, shall be filed in the 
clerk's office, and a summons, directed to any officer qualified to serve 
civil process, shall be thereupon issued requiring the kindred therein 
named to appear and answer thereto; and it shall be served like an 
original summons. 

Section 15. The court may award costs to either party and, if it 
adjudges two or more of the kindred of a person to be of sufficient 
ability to contribute to his support, it shall tax no more costs against 
any one respondent than is occasioned by his default or separate defence. 
i_ Section 16. Upon suggestion that there are other kindred of ability 
not summoned in the original process, they may be summoned; and 
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after due notice, whether they appear or are defaulted, the court may 
proceed against them in the same manner as if they had been sum
moned upon the original complaint. 

Section 17. A treasurer of a savings bank, national bank, trust com
pany, cooperative bank, benefit association, insurance company or safe 
deposit company authorized to do business in the commonwealth who, 
upon written request, signed by an officer of the department, unreason
ably refuses to inform him of the amount deposited in the corporation 
or association to the credit of a person named in such request as a charge 
upon the commonwealth, or as an applicant to the commonwealth for 
public assistance under chapter one hundred and seventeen, one hun
dred and eighteen, one hundred and eighteen A or one hundred and 
eighteen D, or who wilfully renders false information in reply to such 
request, shall forfeit fifty dollars to the use of the commonwealth. Upon 
such request, a treasurer, as aforesaid, shall furnish the records on de
posits and withdrawals during the past five years, concerning any 
applicant for or recipient of public assistance under chapter one hundred 
and seventeen, one hundred and eighteen, one hundred and eighteen A 
or one hundred and eighteen D to any officer of the department. 

Section 18. The department shall provide for the decent burial of all 
deceased persons who were at the time of death recipients of aid or as
sistance under this chapter; all deceased persons who, although without 
means of support at the time of death, did not apply for such aid or 
assistance; and all unknown persons found dead. It shall also provide 
for the grave of each such deceased person a suitable marker bearing 
the name and dates of birth and death of such deceased person, if 
known, and for the opening of such grave. The expense thereof may 
be recovered of their kindred, if any, chargeable by law for their support 
in the manner provided in this chapter; and, if the expense of their 
funeral and burial is not paid by such kindred, an amount not exceed
ing three hundred dollars for the funeral expenses of each person. 

Section 19. In case of the decease of a poor and indigent person the 
commonwealth shall pay for the expense of the funeral and burial of 
such person the sum of three hundred dollars; provided, that the de
ceased left no estate and that his kindred are unable to pay for his de
cent burial; and provided, further, that the funeral director engaged in 
conducting the funeral and burial of said deceased person shall perform the 
services and furnish the materials in connection therewith as follows: — 
removal of body; procuring of death certificate and burial permit; 
embalming and dressing of body; furnishing suitable burial garment; 
furnishing suitable casket, bearing metal plate with name of deceased 
engraved thereon; furnishing outer case of pine wood; furnishing hearse 
for transporting body of the deceased to a cemetery within a distance 
of ten miles; furnishing conveyance for transporting to such cemetery 
the immediate family of the deceased; and procuring of a clergyman, 
of the religion that the deceased professed, to officiate at the funeral. 

In such a case, the department shall also pay to the funeral director 
such additional sum, if any, not exceeding fifty dollars, as may be ex
pended for procuring a burial place for the body of the deceased, open
ing the grave, obtaining the use of interment devices and transporting 
the body of the deceased to a cemetery beyond a distance of ten miles. 

Section 20. The commonwealth shall be liable for any expense neces
sarily incurred under this chapter for the relief of a person in need of 



ACTS, 1971. — CHAP. 909. 795 

public assistance therein by any person not liable by law for his support, 
after notice and request made in writing to the commissioner of public 
welfare; provided, however, that the liability of the commonwealth 
shall not exceed a period of seven days; and provided, further, that the 
commonwealth shall not be liable under this section for any expense for 
hospital care. 

Section 21. If hospital care is furnished to a person, except a person 
who is not a resident who entered the commonwealth for the express 
purpose of receiving such hospital care, who is not eligible for assistance 
under chapter one hundred and eighteen E but is determined to be 
without sufficient income or resources in accordance with standards es
tablished by the department, the commonwealth shall be liable for the 
expense of such necessary care after an application for assistance to the 
department on a form prescribed by said department and a determina
tion that the person receiving such care is eligible for such assistance. 
The commonwealth shall not be liable for any sum in excess of the 
amount established by the rate setting commission for such care. The 
commonwealth shall be liable in accordance with this section for hos
pital care furnished to such person during a period not exceeding the 
thirty days prior to such application. 

The department will accept an application on behalf of the applicant 
from the institution furnishing such care and will act thereon only when 
the applicant is disabled and there is no available relative to apply in 
his behalf. Such institutions shall be entitled to notice, hearing and 
appeal in the same manner as an applicant. Nothing herein contained, 
however, shall be construed to grant to such institution any rights which 
supersede the rights of an applicant. 

Section 22. Whoever brings into and leaves a poor and indigent per
son in the commonwealth, knowing him to be poor and indigent, and 
with intent to charge the commonwealth with his relief or support, shall 
forfeit not more than one hundred dollars to the use of the common
wealth. 

Section 23. Whoever knowingly and willfully makes any false writ
ten representations to the department of public welfare or its agents, for 
the purpose of causing any person to be supported in whole or in part by 
the commonwealth, shall be punished by a fine of not more than two 
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

Section 24- In actions and prosecutions founded on the preceding 
sections, the department of public welfare may, or at the request of the 
department the attorney general or a district attorney shall, appear and 
prosecute actions and prosecutions on behalf of the department. 

Section 25. The provisions of this chapter are severable, and if any 
of its provisions shall be held unconstitutional or invalid by any court 
of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not affect or 
impair any of the remaining provisions. Approved October 18, 1971. 

Chap. 909. A N ACT RELATIVE TO THE COMPENSATION OF PHOBATION 
OFFICERS IN ALL COURTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 99B, inserted by section 6 of chapter 875 of the 
acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 


