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visor from August the first, nineteen hundred and sixty-five to July the 
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six in step 6 of job group 17, and to 
have held the position of assistant to the deputy registrar from July the 
first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six to January the twenty-first, nine
teen hundred and sixty-seven in step 7 of job group 19, for any of the 
purposes contained in chapters thirty, thirty-one and thirty-two of _ the 
General Laws, provided that he shall first pay into the annuity savings 
fund of the state retirement system the amount which he would have 
paid into said fund had he been paid the full salary to which he was 
entitled if he had been properly classified, and he shall be paid the 
difference between the compensation which he actually received and 
that which he would have been entitled to for said periods. 

Approved October 21, 1971. 

Chap. 918. A N ACT ESTABLISHING AN INFORMATION CENTER IN THE 
DIVISION OF CHILD GUARDIANSHIP FOR THE RECEIPT OF 
INFORMATION RELATING TO INJURIES OR ABUSE OF 
CHILDREN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 39A of chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

inserting after the second paragraph, as appearing in chapter 534 of the 
acts of 1964, the following paragraph: — 

An information center shall be established within the division of child 
guardianship of the department to receive all such reports and also any 
like information from hospital personnel and others, which information, 
if given in good faith, shall, likewise, not constitute slander or libel. 

Approved October 21, 1971. 

Chap. 919. A N ACT PROVIDING THAT REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
MAY LEASE EQUIPMENT FOR PERIODS NOT EXCEEDING 
FIVE YEARS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 16 of chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

adding after elause (o), added by chapter 265 of the acts of 1971, the 
following clause: — 

(p) To lease, or lease with an option to purchase, equipment for 
educational purposes. Such leases may be made for periods not ex
ceeding five years. Approved October 21, 1971. 

Chap. 920. A N ACT PROVIDING FOE THE USE OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS AT 
STATE AND PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES AND AT CITY AND 
TOWN PRELIMINARY ELECTIONS AND PRIMARIES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 9 of chapter 52 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the third sentence, as appearing in section 1 
of chapter 337 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:—Notice of the number of committee members to 
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be elected shall be given by the city or town committee, as the case 
may be, to the state secretary on or before the second Tuesday in 
January of the year in which such persons are to be elected. 

SECTION 1A. Section 10 of chapter 53 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently 
amended by section 1 of chapter 762 of the acts of 1968, and inserting 
in place thereof the following paragraph:— 

All certificates of nomination and nomination papers of candidates 
for offices to be filled at a state election shall be filed on or before the 
eighteenth Tuesday preceding the day of the election, except that such 
certificates or nomination papers for candidates for offices to be filled 
by all the voters of the commonwealth or for congressman shall be 
filed on or before the seventeenth Tuesday preceding the day of the 
election. If there is a special election to fill the office of congressman, 
all certificates of nomination and nomination papers shall be filed on 
or before the tenth Tuesday preceding the day of such election. If 
there is a special election to fill any other state office, all certificates of 

/ nomination and nomination papers shall be filed on or before the 
ninth Tuesday preceding the day of such election. 

SECTION 2. The second paragraph of said section 10 of said chapter 
53 is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence, as appearing 
in section 3 of chapter 229 of the acts of 1943, and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:—In any city where, preliminary elec
tions for the nomination of candidates for a city office are held, 
nomination petitions or other like papers required to be filed by such 
candidates shall be filed on or before the twenty-eighth day preceding 
the day of the preliminary election, notwithstanding any contrary 
provision in any special law. 

SECTION 3. The first paragraph of section 37 of said chapter 53, as 
appearing in section 14 of chapter 334 of the acts of 1943, is hereby 
amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:—Except as provided by section thirty-
seven A, a voter desiring to vote in a primary shall give his name, and, 
if requested, his residence, to one of the ballot clerks, who shall 
distinctly announce the same, and, if the party enrolment of such 
voter is shown on the voting list, the name of the party in which he is 
enrolled. 

SECTION 4. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by inserting 
after section 37 the following section:— 

Section S7A. A voter desiring to vote by absentee ballot in a 
primary shall specify on his application for the ballot the party with 
which he is enrolled or that with which he desires enrolment. A city or 
town clerk shall not supply any voter with the absentee ballot of more 
than one party at any one primary. If unenrolled, the voter shall not 
be deemed to be enrolled in a party by applying for an absentee 
ballot, not upon the return of said ballot, but only upon the 
processing of the ballot under the provisions of section ninety-four of 
chapter fifty-four. Said voter shall be deemed an "enrolled member of 
the party whose ballot he has returned, notwithstanding the rejection 
of the ballot as defective. The officers processing absentee ballots shall 
cause to be recorded upon the voting lists to be used at the polling 
place said enrolment of the voter if he is unenrolled, or the officers 
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charged with the casting of said absentee ballot at the polling place 
shall so record the enrollment of the voter on their list if he is 
unenrolled. In the case of a voter whose ballot is rejected as defective, 
his enrolment in the political party shall be entered by the registrars 
in the annual register forthwith, if the voting list for use on the day of 
the primary is unavailable. 

SECTION 5. Section 38 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended by 
inserting after the first sentence the following sentence:—The process
ing of an absentee ballot to be used at a,primary shall also be deemed 
to establish the enrolment of a voter in a political party, effective as 
of the date of said processing. 

SECTION 6. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by inserting 
after section 34 the following section:— 

Section S4A. Prior to each biennial or special state primary the 
state secretary shall prepare in such quantities as he may deem 
necessary the following papers:— 

(a) Official absent voting ballots, similar in all respects to the 
official ballot to be used at such primary, on paper similar in color to 
the efficial ballot of the respective parties. Instructions for the use of 
said absentee ballots may be printed on the back of the ballots. 

(6) Blank forms of application for such ballots, worded sub
stantially as provided by section eighty-seven of chapter fifty-four, 
except that the application shall indicate that the ballot is to be used 
at the primary, and shall also indicate the party whose ballot the 
voter desires to obtain. 

Any form of written communication evidencing a desire that an 
absent voting ballot be sent to him for use of voting at any regular or 
special state primary or any presidential primary, and specifying the 
party whose ballot he desires to obtain, shall be given the same effect 
as an application for an absent voting ballot made in the form 
prescribed by law. 

(c) Envelopes conforming substantially to subsections (c) and (d) 
of section eighty-seven of said chapter fifty^four, except that they 
shall be printed on paper similar in color to that of the official and 
absentee primary ballots, and shall contain a printed designation of 
the party at the top. 

SECTION 7. Section 48 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended by chapter 
284 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph:— 

Nomination papers of candidates to be voted on at presidential 
primaries shall be filed with the state secretary on or before the 
eleventh Tuesday preceding the day of the primaries. Nomination 
papers of candidates to be voted on at state primaries shall be filed 
with the state secretary on or before the eleventh Tuesday preceding ^ 
the day of the primaries, except that such nomination papers of 
candidates for nomination for any office to be filled by all the voters 
of the commonwealth, or for congressman, shall be so filed on or 
before the tenth Tuesday preceding the day of the primaries. In the 
case of primaries before special elections, such nomination papers shall 
be filed on or before the fifth Tuesday preceding the day of the 
primaries. The state secretary shall forthwith issue to the candidate or 
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other person filing such nomination papers a certificate acknowledging 
the time and date of the receipt thereof. 

SECTION 8. Section 61 of said chapter 53, as most recently amended 
by chapter 272 of the acts of 1941, is hereby further amended by 
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:—All nomination papers of candidates to be voted 
for at city or town primai'ies shall be filed with the city or town clerk 
not less than thirty-five days previous to the day on which the 
primary is to be held for which the nominations are made. 

SECTION 8A. The second sentence of section 70B of said chapter 53, 
as appearing in section 2 of chapter 407 of the acts of 1966, is hereby 
amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words "third Wednes
day in February" and inserting in place thereof the words:—second 
Tuesday in January. 

SECTION 9. The first sentence of section 86 of chapter 54 of the 
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in line 2, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 213 of the acts of 1961, the words 
"the biennial state election" and inserting in place thereof the 
words:—a special state election or the biennial state election or of any 
special or regular state primary or of a presidential primary. 

SECTION 10. Section 103A of said chapter 54 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended by section 
2 of chapter 632 of the acts of 1968, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph:— 

Sections eighty-six to one hundred and three Q, inclusive, of this 
chapter, sections twenty-one and twenty-seven of chapter fifty-six, and 
section forty B of chapter fifty-three shall, sofar as applicable, apply 
to special and regular city primaries, preliminary elections and 
elections and to town primaries, caucuses using official ballots, prelimi
nary elections and elections whether special or regular. I t shall not 
apply to caucuses wherein official ballots are not used. All the rights, 
powers, duties and obligations imposed and conferred upon the state 
secretary by said sections shall, with respect to said city and town 
elections, preliminary elections, primaries and caucuses, be exercised 
and performed by the clerk of such city or town, and, in construing 
said sections for the purposes of this section, any reference to state 
elections shall be considered as referring to said city or town function. 

SECTION 11. This act shall take effect on January the first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-two. Approved October 21,1971. 

EMERGENCY LETTER — November 23, 1971 at 2:21 P.M. . 

Chap . 921. A N A C T ATJTHOBIZING T H B TOWN OP HABDWICK TO AC
QUIRE AN EASEMENT IN LAND IN THE TOWN OF WAHB 
FOB THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A CEBTAIN 
SEWBB LINE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The town of Hardwick is hereby authorized to acquire by pur
chase or otherwise from the town of Ware for the purposes of in
stalling and maintaining a certain main interceptor sewer line through 
land situated in the town of Ware an easement in a certain parcel 
of land running in and along the Ware river from a point on the 


