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July the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-two and who furnishes 
evidence that he has performed work of a character satisfactory to the 
board and that he is and is found to be of good moral character, shall 
upon the payment of a fee of ten dollars be granted a certificate as an 
operator of a drinking water supply facility which may be renewed 
from year to year thereafter. Approved October 26,1971. 

C h a p . 9 4 3 . A N A C T E S T A B L I S H I N G A F R A U D U L E N T C L A I M S C O M M I S 

S I O N AND A BUREAU OF WELFARE AUDITING WITHIN THE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE AND 
ABOLISHING THE FRAUDULENT CLAIMS BOARD IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section five A of chapter eighteen of the General Laws 

is hereby repealed. 
SECTION 2. Chapter 7 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

inserting after section 30P the following four sections:— 
Section 80Q. There shall be a fraudulent claims commission in the 

executive office for administration and finance, hereinafter called the 
commission, which shall establish rules and regulations for the investi
gation of fraud under any assistance program administered by the 
department of public welfare. The commission shall consist of the 
commissioner of administration, or his designee, the commissioner of 
public welfare, or his designee, and the attorney general, or his 
designee. The commissioner of administration, or his designee, shall be 
the chairman of the commission. 

Section SOR. There shall be in the comptroller's division of the 
executive office for administration and finance a bureau of welfare 
auditing,, headed by a director, who shall be appointed by the 
commission, shall be a person of ability and experience and shall 
devote his entire time to the duties of his office. The commission may 
appoint such other experts and assistants as it may deem necessary to 
carry out the work of the bureau; provided, however, that appoint
ments to be made under this paragraph shall not be subject to chapter v 
thirty-one or to section nine A of chapter thirty. 

Section SOS. The director may expend for legal, investigative, 
clerical and other assistance and expenses such sums as may be 
appropriated therefor. 

Section SOT. The director shall initiate investigations and investi
gate complaints, including complaints initiated by recipients, which 
indicate the possibility of either a fraudulent claim for payment under 
any assistance program administered by the department of public 
welfare or a receipt of payment by a person not entitled thereto. The 
director, in conformity with the rules and regulations of the fraudu
lent claims commission, shall:— 

(1) Initiate investigations and review procedures in order to dis
cover any fraudulent claim or wrongful receipt under any assistance 
program administered by the department of public welfare; 

(2) Examine the records and accounts of the department of public 
welfare, division of employment security and veterans' services, and 
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lor such purposes the director shall have access to such records and 
accounts at reasonable times and may require the production of books, 
documents and vouchers relating to any matter within the scope of 
such investigation; 

(3) Examine upon written request to the commissioner of corpora
tions and taxation the tax returns, papers or other documents on file 
with said commissioner concerning any person where there is reason to 
believe that such person has committed fraud under any assistance 
program administered by the department of public welfare and may 
require the production of such returns, papers and other documents; 
provided, however, that nothing herein shall be construed to authorize 
the examination or disclosure, directly or indirectly, of any informa
tion, returns or other records received from the federal internal 
revenue service; 

(4) Examine the records and accounts of any vendor claiming or 
receiving payment for services rendered under any program admin
istered by the department of public welfare insofar as such records 
and accounts relate to any matter within the scope of such investiga
tion; 

(5) Report to the attorney general for such action as he may deem 
proper any case which, after investigation, indicates a fraudulent 
claim or payment; and 

(6) Report in writing to the governor and the general court the 
nature and extent of his activities for each month of the fiscal year, 
said report to be made not later than thirty days after the expiration 
of each month, which report shall be made available to the public. 

SECTION 3. All officers and employees of the department of public 
welfare appointed to the fraudulent claims board authorized by 
section five A of chapter eighteen of the General Laws as in effect 
immediately prior to the effective date of this act, who, immediately 
'prior to the effective date of this act, hold positions classified under 
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws or have tenure in their 
positions by reason of section nine A of chapter thirty of the General 
Laws, are hereby transferred to the bureau of welfare auditing created 
by section two of this act without impairment of civil service status, 
seniority, retirement and other employment rights, and without inter
ruption of service within the meaning of said chapter thirty-one or 
•said section nine A, and without reduction in compensation and salary 
grade, notwithstanding any change in title or duties made as a result of 
such transfer. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to confer upon any officer 
or employee any rights not held prior to said transfer. 

SECTION 4. All books, papers, records and documents in the custody 
of or maintained for the use of the fraudulent claims board in the 

' department of public welfare immediately prior to the effective date 
of this act are hereby transferred to the custody and control of the 
bureau of welfare auditing established by section two of this act. 

SECTION 5. Section 12 of chapter 11 of the General Laws, as 
amended by chapter 733 of the acts of 1962, is ^hereby further 
amended by inserting after the fourth sentence the following two 
sentences:—The department of the state auditor shall, in any audit of 
the department of public welfare or any agency thereof, refer to the 
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fraudulent claims commission any case coming to its attention in the 
course of such audit which appears to involve fraud. In any such 
audit the department of the state auditor is hereby authorized to 
examine the records of vendors to verify bills submitted to the 
department of public welfare to the extent necessary to determine the 
propriety and accuracy of their charges against the commonwealth. 

Approved October 26,1971. 
EMERGENCY LETTER — January 12, 1972 at 11:10 A.M. 

Chap. 944. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT CITIES AND TOWNS GRANT AN 
ANNUAL PENSION TO CERTAIN RETIRED TEACHERS AND THAT 
THE COMMONWEALTH REIMBURSE SAID COTES AND TOWNS 
FOR THE AMOUNT OF ALL SUCH PENSIONS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. A city or town, notwithstanding the provisions of any 

general or special law, shall pay an annual pension of twelve' hundred 
dollars to any teacher who otherwise is not entitled to receive an 
annuity, pension or retirement allowance, under any general or special 
law on account of his own service, and who upon the attainment of 
age sixty had completed not less than twenty years of service, in the 
aggregate, as a teacher in the public schools in Massachusetts; 
provided, that his first employment as a teacher in said public schools 
began prior to July the first, nineteen hundred and fourteen, and, 
provided further, that at no time was he a member of the teachers' 
retirement system. 

SECTION 2. , A city or town which pays such pension, as provided in 
section one of this act, shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth for 
all such pension payments it makes by certifying in writing to the 
teachers' retirement board, in July of each year, the amount of the 
pensions paid under said section one during the calendar period July 
the first and June the thirtieth immediately preceding. The city or 
town shall furnish the teachers' retirement board with sworn state
ments attesting to the period of service for each teacher, together with 
a copy of the record of birth of each such teacher. 

Approved October 86,1971. 

C h a p . 9 4 5 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E D E P A R T M E N T O F N A T U R A L R E 

S O U R C E S TO CONVEY CERTAIN LAND TO THE TOWN OF 
BILLERICA FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The commonwealth, acting through its department of natural 

resources, is hereby authorized to convey to the town of Billerica for 
recreational purposes, by deed approved as to form by the attorney 
general, all of its right, title and interest of whatever nature, or 
description in that parcel of land, owned by the commonwealth 
located in the town of Billerica and known as Gilson Hill, containing 
one hundred and thirty-five acres of state forest land. 

The deed conveying said premises shall contain a provision saving 
the commonwealth harmless from any and .all damages, which said 


